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 By Rabbi Avraham Schefres

 

There are times when math just doesn’t add up.  In parashat 

Beshalach we learn that Bnei Yisrael went out of Mitzraim 

“Chamushim” (Shemot 13:18).  One of the interpretations that Rashi 

gives on the word Chamushim is that one in five (chamesh) among 

Bnei Yisrael came out of Egypt; four-fifths died during the three days 

of darkness because they did not want to leave Egypt (Rashi on 

Shemot 10:22).  We see that only one fifth or twenty percent of Bnei 

Yisrael came out of Mitzraim.  A very low percentage.  However, the 

Torah uses the word vayishretzu to describe the incredible growth of 

Bnei Yisrael at the beginning of their enslavement (Shemot 1:5). 

Rashi explains the word to mean that Bnei Yisrael bore six children at 

each birth.  This seems to be an astonishing rate, but when we 

consider the fact that only twenty percent left Mitzraim, the gain may 

not have been so great.  If so, what was the point of the miracle of 

increased birth rate at the onset of slavery?  It does not make sense.  

Was this simply a numbers game?  Of course not.  We must 

remember that Hashem enabled the miraculous growth rate of Bnei 

Yisrael while the eighty percent who stayed in Mitzraim chose not to 

leave of their own volition.  They erroneously were convinced that 

staying in Mitzraim was the right thing. 

 

The remaining twenty percent who did go with Moshe continuously 

complained about their travels and accommodations, wanted to 

return to Mitzraim, challenged their leaders, and were even involved 

in idol worship. Remarkably, Hashem, in spite of all these improper 

actions, kept giving Bnei Yisrael all they needed.  This does not add 

up.  Why does Hashem not calculate the totality of Bnei Yisrael’s 

insubordination and perhaps withhold some of the miracles 

preformed for them in the wilderness? Yes, there was the time, at the 

height of Bnei Yisrael’s rebelliousness, when Hashem offered Moshe 

the opportunity to start the Jewish nation again from him (Shemot 

32:10).  However, after Moshe refused, Hashem continued to provide 

all and more than was needed for Bnei Yisrael. This wonderful 

treatment of Bnei Yisrael does not compute if one takes into 

consideration their behavior.  Why does Hashem do this?  Because 

chesed, kindness, in a relationship is not about numbers.  Hashem is 

teaching us that giving, without conventional calculations is of 

paramount importance. 

 

We may think that everything must compute and make business 

sense.  This may be true with some parts of our lives. However, there 

are times when math does not play part in what we do.  One great 

example of giving without any real calculation is taking care of our 

children from birth to adulthood.  Parents focus on the needs of their 

children and try to provide what they can through great sacrifice.  

Another great example is the relationship between a husband and 

wife because, as we know, equitable or fair does not necessarily 

mean that responsibilities, needs, and wants are always divided 

equally.  A third example is tzedakah that is performed altruistically. 

Is it no wonder that the reward for giving is based on the giver and 

not on the need of the receiver? Selfless giving does not have to add 

up and make any mathematical sense. It just needs to be embedded 

in our hearts. 

  
I salute the one who comes early to shul to turn the lights on, the one 

who makes sure that that shul is kept in good working order, the one 

who brought games to the shul for the kids, the child who offers a 

devar Torah for us to hear, the college student who on a small income 

gave a meaningful donation to the shul, the one who gives a ride every 

motzai Shabbos to someone who needs it, the one who humbly takes 

care of publicity for the shul, the one who wholeheartedly gave the 

shul a bag of change that was collected over the year, the one who 

came to a Sunday lecture and said ‘I know you didn’t ask for a check 

but I’m giving you one.’  Thank you for your selfless and genuine 

giving.  You are not only amazing, but you are emulating the chesed 

that Hashem practices.  See you in shul. 

 
 
 
 

Erev Shabbat Jan 22, 2015 / 12 Sh’vat, 5776 
Candle Lighting……............…...4:04 pm to 4:55 pm 
Mincha………………………………………...4:55 pm 

 

Shabbat Day Jan 23, 2015 / 13 Sh’vat, 5776 
 

Shacharit…………………………………….…9:00 am 
Kiddush…………………………………….…11:30 am 
Mincha………………….................................4:50 pm 
Havdalah / Shabbat Ends……......................5:57 pm 

 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary Rabbi Avraham & Bracha 
Schefres (Jan 22) 
Happy Birthday Ariella Joffe!  (Jan 23) 
Happy Birthday Theo Brandt-Sarif!  (Jan 24) 
Happy Birthday Yoram Partush!  (Jan 25) 
Happy Birthday Allyson Ziskind!  (Jan 24) 
 
 
 
 

Tu B’Shvat comes out on Jan 25th this year. 
 
Some have the custom to eat from a new fruit, from 
the Shivat HaMinim or to plant a tree. 
 
 
 
 

We’d love to publish your Dvar Torah!  Please let us 
know if you’d like to be published. 

 

 

Your Beverlywood Shul 

Parshat Beshalach 

Shabbat Times 

12 Sh’vat – 18 Sh’vat 5776 I January 22 – 28, 2016 

Mazal Tov 

Tu B’shvat 

Got a Dvar Torah? 


