
START OF YEAR – BEST PRACTICES 
 
We’ve seen the lessons and practices below in the most successful KA classrooms.  Consider 
how you might be able to include similar lessons in your own class in the coming weeks. 
 

1	  

CONTRACTS	

Starting the year with an explicit class contract helps establish norms and set 
expectations. To cultivate values like individual improvement, hard work, and camaraderie, 
consider including the following in your contract:	

•  We all learn concepts at different paces	

•  We take responsibility for our own learning, and we try our best	

•  We help each other out. When someone is struggling with a concept we already 

know, we’ll help him or her understand it	

	

INTRODUCING KHAN ACADEMY	

You can set the stage for your classroom in setting a tone of respect when using KA and 
technology. It is important for students to understand that everyone learns differently 
and has different “swiss cheese holes.”  There is no need to feel embarrassed about filling 
in these gaps, instead, the emphasis should be placed on meeting goals, regardless of 
what those specific goals may be.	

	

USING A JOURNAL / NOTEBOOK	

Some teachers might find it useful to have a consistent source of documentation for 
each student, whether it’s a journal, notebook, binder, etc. This journal can be used to 
keep track of which videos students have watched and which exercises have been 
worked on; it can be a space for scratch work; and it can be a place to keep track of 
goals and progress. 	

	

HOW TO BE AN EXCELLENT PEER TUTOR	

Social interaction is a key component of using KA, and we expect and hope that 
students will be learning from each other. For many classrooms, it will be essential to 
explicitly teach students how to be a good peer tutor to their peers. This can include a 
brainstorming session of characteristics they would like in an excellent tutor (e.g. they 
don’t just tell me the answer, the ask me questions that guide me to the answer, they are 
encouraging and positive, etc.). See the video on peer tutoring for more details.	

	

HOW TO WATCH A KA VIDEO	

In order to take full advantage of KA videos, it might be necessary to explicitly teach 
students how to watch a KA video. This includes taking notes and stopping and replaying 
parts that are not clear.  Teachers can model active listening by watching a video on a 
higher concept so that students can observe the learning and note-taking process. 	



