
Travis Dempsey 
6th Grade Teacher at KIPP Rise Academy 

 

 
 

 

I. How are you using Khan Academy in your classroom? 
	  

I use Khan Academy in my classroom in several ways. Students work for about 
20-30 minutes in class either independently or at workstations around the room. 
At workstations, students work in groups of 2-4 to collaborate on more difficult 
objectives. Their work is projected onto a flat screen TV so they can easily see 

what they’re doing.  While students are working on Khan, I am able to pull small 
groups of students for direct instruction to re-teach skills and or introduce more 

complex concepts, depending on the needs of the small group. I also allow 
students to opt out of lessons if they have demonstrated mastery of the day’s 

content. Because students know that they will be excused from a lesson if 
they’ve shown mastery of the objective on Khan, students often work on Khan at 
home to teach themselves the content before we get to it in class so that they 

will have more independent work time. This option improves student work time 
outside of class. 

	  
	  

II. How has Khan Academy changed your teaching? 
	  

My teaching has evolved significantly since using Khan Academy. Before using 
Khan, all students learned the same objective during a class period.  Khan allows 

me to reach all students at different levels within one class.  Because I can 
differentiate what students are working on, the highest students can work at a 



faster pace and on more challenging objectives and the lowest students can 
work on review and can have extra time to process through more difficult 

material. Khan also allows me to work with a smaller group of students while the 
rest of the students work independently without needing assistance or feedback 

from me on their progress and mastery. 
	  

	  
III. What words of wisdom would you share with new teachers 

interested in using Khan Academy in their classrooms? 
	  

Investing kids in the program is super important. I’ve found the most success 
with investing my students through competition. Kids enjoying earning the 

badges on Khan and I have also used t-shirts as incentive for reaching a certain 
number of objectives. 


