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I. How are you using Khan Academy in your classroom? 

In October, I moved from 70 minute to 90 minute math classes.  Every day, my 
students work on Khan Academy for 15-25 minutes at the end of class.  I use 
Khan for both practicing new content and spiraled review.  I assign exercises 

related to our unit as well as give students freedom to work on what they want 
to.   At the beginning of class the next day I post the top 10 students on points 

and top 10 on new skills mastered.  I also post this list daily in the hallway. 
	  
	  

II. How has Khan Academy changed your teaching? 
Khan Academy has shifted my role as a teacher from spending a lot of time 
writing and giving feedback to students on their work to analyzing data and 

crafting instruction and practice based on data.  I spend a lot more time looking 
at individual and all-class data about my students’ progress. 

	  
	  

III. How has Khan Academy impacted your students overall? 
Khan has dramatically improved my ability to differentiate content.  Before I 

started Khan last year, I would teach a 70-minute lesson.  About a third of the 
class might understand the objective in the first five minutes.  A third would 

need most of the 70 minutes.  A third would be missing a remedial skill and not 



understand the lesson at all.  Obviously, I could still differentiate with small 
groups, challenge problems, etc., but it was difficult.  Now, I can have 25 

students in one class, all working on different math skills at the same time.  With 
Khan, I still circulate, pull small groups, etc., but there is much more time in class 
of productive, targeted practice.  The feedback cycle is immediate and effective.  
Students work on problems and get direct feedback and an opportunity to self-

remediate through hints and videos.  This teaches them the skill of self-
advocacy, which will be more and more important as they climb the mountain to 
college in an age of increasing technology and access to information.  I’ve found 

Khan to build confidence, especially in my lower students, since they are 
working on problems at their skill-level.  My high students are also much more 

engaged and invested.  In addition, I have many students (across all skill-levels), 
that now go on Khan at home at nights and on the weekends for fun.  Khan has 

been an absolute game changer for my students. 
	  
	  

IV.	  	   What words of wisdom would you share with other new 
teachers interested in using Khan Academy in their classrooms? 

Starting Khan can be intimidating.  My first recommendation would be to spend 
as much time on the site as possible.  Do a bunch of exercises.  Earn badges.  

See how the points work.  Once you feel comfortable using the site, introduce it 
to your class. 

 
Second, spend a lot of time working on Khan culture and investment.  The 

program itself is excellent.  If your students are invested, they will work through 
challenges and grow. 

 
Finally, Khan is most effective as a spiral review resource.  Give students 

freedom to work on whatever they want, and Khan will quickly identify their 
“Swiss-cheese Holes” of knowledge (i.e. fractions, negative numbers, etc.) and 
attempt to address those.  This will give you, as a teacher excellent, formative 

data. 


