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About me!
I’ve been teaching for 15 years and am currently at 
Eastside College Preparatory School in East Palo 
Alto, California, a school focused on student 
populations historically underrepresented in higher 
education. I’m learning that becoming a good 
teacher is a life-long process; it’s a journey that 
brings me the most happiness, fulfillment, and 
purpose. !

How my classroom changed !
Before Khan Academy, my math class was teacher-
centered rather than student-centered. It was all 
about my lesson and my presentation; teaching was 
the primary objective and student learning was 
secondary. Lessons were predominantly created with 
the “average” student in mind; it was difficult to 
differentiate lessons for those needing a challenge or 
more support. Now, because of Khan Academy, there 
is differentiation in the classroom. Students work at 
their own paces, on different units, and help each 
other all the while. Rather than lessons centering on 
my instruction, it now centers around the students’ 
readiness, needs, and abilities. !

How I use Khan Academy !
In my classroom, students navigate themselves 
through the math curriculum. In the fall, I introduce 
the six units students are required to learn and pass. 
They receive a guide for each unit and progress 
independently through KA content, accompanying 
book work, and projects to learn and master the unit. 
I interject with whole-group or mini-lessons, small-
group instruction, individual tutoring, & project ideas. !

Biggest challenges!
•  Letting go of the control I had over curriculum, 

pace, schedule, and what students learn each day!
•  Creating a system that would help students 

become independent learners and help them 
navigate the curriculum at their own paces !

•  Concerns about students who learn and work at a 
slower pace; being able to get through the entire 
curriculum in the academic school year.!

•  Creating and finding projects to accompany Khan 
Academy lessons!

Words of wisdom!
•  Don’t feel that you need to have everything in 

order and planned out 100% to begin using Khan 
Academy in your classroom.!

•  Khan Academy does not replace the teacher; it is 
a wonderful tool that will help you reach more 
students and will empower students to take 
control of their own learning!

•  Establish a safe, respectful, and accepting learning 
environment so peer tutoring can thrive!

•  Supplement Khan Academy lessons and 
exercises with projects and problem solving 
activities that will develop conceptual 
understanding and provide opportunities for 
real-life application!

“Rather than lessons centering on my 
instruction, it now centers around the 

students’ readiness, needs, and 
abilities”!
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