
The 2012 All-Church Journey
Oct 6 - Nov 11



home
A JOURNEY
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Something incredible happens when we feel at home. 
We know we belong. We let our guard down and put 
up our feet. We know we’re loved and we are 
brave—terrifically brave. But home doesn’t come from a 
street address, kind group of friends or even a good 
family. The direct source of home is God—the perfect 
dad who treasures his children. Because no matter our 
history or family of origin, we can all feel abandoned 
and alone. So we can either default to living as 
emotional and spiritual orphans or live in our true 
identity as sons and daughters. 

Come take the journey home with us. 



Prayer 
Experience:
10/28-11/12

HERE’S HOW WE’LL APPROACH THE JOURNEY WEEK-BY-WEEK:

Oct 6-7 WEEK 1

RECOGNIZE
Our broken nature makes us live like spiritual 
orphans, warping our view of God and ourselves. 
But there’s hope for us to live as treasured 
children of a loving, heavenly Father.

Genesis 3,  John 1:12, Romans 8:15-17

PART ONE

AWAY
FROM
HOME
The first three weeks 
examine the roots of our 
orphan tendencies, but 
also give us the promise 
of “coming home” as a 
treasured child of God.

PART TWO

COMING
HOME
The second three weeks 
show us what it means 
to come home to a 
loving heavenly Father, 
and how we can remain 
in that place.

Oct 13-14 WEEK 2

AUTHORITY
We think we are alone because of a tainted view 
of God

Genesis 1, Psalm 103

Oct 20-21 WEEK 3

APPROVAL
Our orphan tendencies come from our desperate 
search for approval

James 4:1-3, Exodus 2-4

Oct 27-28 WEEK 4

RETURN
We don't have to live like orphans, but this means 
walking away from (repenting of) the ways we've 
misunderstood God and ourselves 

Luke 15, Romans 8:15-17

Nov 3-4 WEEK 5

RECEIVE
God wants to be a father to us and all he asks us to 
do is receive his love

Luke 15

Nov 10-11 WEEK 6

REMAIN
After we receive, God shows us how to remain in a 
place where we live from approval not for approval 

Matthew 3:13-17, John 15



LOOK / TONE / FEEL

8mm home movies     handwritten cards     birthday party    vintage color    warm     family noise    dependence

A graphic container takes its 
cues from the aesthetic of the 
“8mm Home Movie.” This 
works on multiple layers:

•  This aesthetic represents childhood to our core target audience.

•  Home movies are captured with no ulterior motives by loving parents who simply 
    delight in their children.

•  Home movies provide a great contrast to a common view (by both religious and 
    non-religious) that God is simply keeping score as the ‘eye in the sky’.

•  All things Hipstamatic and Instagram are extremely culturally current, so it’s an    
    aesthetic that resonates with the times.
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treasured

TREASURED



Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

WEEKEND: KNOW
The weekend’s role is to 
introduce and teach the 
weekly topics.

GUIDE: REFLECT
The individual guide bridges 
the weekend and group 
experiences, and helps 
people personalize the 
weekly topics.

GROUP: DISCUSS
Weekly groups gives 
participants the chance to 
process their thoughts in the 
context of community.

CHALLENGE: DO
Participants leave each group 
with a challenge to help them 
put the week’s teaching into 
practice, to be discussed at 
next week’s group.

THE JOURNEY’S WEEKLY RHYTHM WILL CONSIST OF FOUR PARTS (THAT WILL WORK IN THIS ORDER)

personal guide

small group “pad”



SAMPLE

Share two things you’ve ever been known 
by—whether it was a senior superlative from 
back in the day, a nickname, a role you 
always play or a story that people use to 
describe you. They can be ones you love or 
hate. Go around the group and share two. 

After everyone’s shared their two, go back 
around the group and say how those 
identities affect you. For instance, do they 
bring stress? Make you feel great? Influence 
choices you make? 

SMALL GROUP MEETING, WEEK 1



SAMPLE
INDIVIDUAL GUIDE, WEEK 2

Consider the following statements. Circle 1, 2, 3, 4 
or 5 based on where you fall along the continuum.

1 2 3 4 5
God is disappointed 
with me.

God loves
 me completely.

1 2 3 4 5
I’m independent—
I can do it myself.

I recognize I need help 
from others and ask for it often.

1 2 3 4 5
I play by the rules—
I’m quick to judge others.

Extending grace to others 
comes pretty easy to me.

1 2 3 4 5
I’m stressed a lot. I have a significant peace in 

my life, despite circumstances.

1 2 3 4 5
I strive for praise, approval 
and acceptance from others.

I’m perfectly content 
with how God made me.

1 2 3 4 5
When I’m serving someone 
else, it’s a burden.

Serving others fills my 
soul and gives me energy.

1 2 3 4 5
I’m currently not 
volunteering in any capacity.

I feel very called to the places I’m 
serving and often hear or see God in them.

1 2 3 4 5
I rarely pray or read my Bible. My time with God is rich. I hear God, 

see him moving and get great joy from that time.

1 2 3 4 5
When I read my Bible or pray, 
I don’t feel anything “happening”.

 I truly delight in 
meeting with God quietly.

1 2 3 4 5
I work really hard to 
not mess up.

I look for ways to be 
more intimate with God.

1 2 3 4 5
I often compare 
myself to others.

I feel confident 
in who I am.

1 2 3 4 5
I’m addicted 
to something. 

Times of quiet and solitude help 
me feel more connected to God.

1 2 3 4 5
I rest from work. I work from a place of rest.

1 2 3 4 5
I struggle with jealousy 
and/or a competitive spirit.

I easily celebrate 
other’s success.

1 2 3 4 5
I feel better about 
myself when others fail.

I’m a very empathetic person.

1 2 3 4 5
I don’t trust or rely on 
the authorities in my life. 

It’s easy for me to respect decisions 
made by those in authority over me.

1 2 3 4 5
I really don’t 
take criticism well.

I see honest criticism as a blessing 
that makes me better. It’s how God grows me.

1 2 3 4 5
I let very few people 
get close to me.

It’s easy for me to 
be open with others.

1 2 3 4 5
I like to give so I 
get something back.

Giving is a gift in and of itself.

1 2 3 4 5
I want to be seen 
as mature by others.

I simply long to be with God.



SAMPLE
WEEKLY CHALLENGE, WEEK 2

From the list below, choose a verse that reflects a part of God’s character 
with which you struggle. Then the challenge becomes twofold: 

1. Memorize the verse. 
2. Live as if it’s true this week. (And be prepared to experience some 
significant change.) 

Psalm 23:1-3
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.

Hebrews 10:17-18
Then [God] adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” And 
where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin.

Acts 17:24-25
The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 
and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, 
as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and 
everything else.

(+ more verses in final version)






