


So part of God’s story is about two men named Paul and Silas. It begins like this:

Paul and Silas were friends who decided they wanted to serve God. Serving somebody means you try to help them. It 
can be as easy as holding open a door or setting the table. It can be as difficult as scraping chewed gum off the bottom 
of their shoes or worse, picking out the lint from their belly button.

Thankfully, God doesn’t need help like that. God wanted Paul and Silas to help him by telling his story to others. God’s 
story is all about his love. God is the main character, and he loves everyone and wants everyone in the whole world to 
know him.

Do you think you could tell people God’s story?

One day, Paul and Silas were in a city called Philippi. Some of the people there didn’t want to hear about God’s story and 
they got really, really mad at Paul and Silas for telling the story every. single. day.

They got SO mad, in fact, that they beat up Paul and Silas...right in the middle of streets. Then, they threw Paul and Silas 
in jail. Now remember, Paul and Silas were just trying to tell them about God. And now they found themselves in prison.

Once they were in jail, you might think Paul and Silas got scared about serving God. But they didn’t. In fact, they wanted 
to worship God. Worshipping can be playing an instrument, singing, praying, listening, sharing your things with people 
who need them, and other stuff, too. All these things are a way to show you REALLY love God.

Anyway, Paul and Silas decided to worship by singing songs to God. They sang so loud the whole jail could hear. It was 
like having a dance party in prison.

Kinda weird, huh? But that’s what Paul and Silas were doing. Sometimes you look a little weird when you’re serving others 
or worshipping God. And that’s OK.

Well, God was with Paul and Silas. Right in the middle of their dance party, a HUGE earthquake began to shake the whole 
jail. All the doors swung open and Paul and Silas's handcuffs fell right off. They were free!

What do you think Paul and Silas did? Well, they knew that if they ran away, the jail guard would be punished for losing 
his prisoners. Paul and Silas didn't want that to happen, so they decided to stay in jail, even though the doors were open.

When the earthquake was over, the guard thought he was in BIG trouble. He felt more sad than he had ever felt in his 
whole life. But suddenly Paul yelled out, “We’re all still here! Nobody’s run away!”

The guard was so surprised and happy that he invited Paul and Silas over for dinner and to spend the night. It might seem 
strange that the guard was gonna get in big trouble if the prisoners were gone....and then he took two of them home with 
him. But that’s what he did.

Well, the guard’s family was so happy he didn’t get into trouble. They sat and listened to Paul and Silas tell God’s story. 
Because the story is such good news, the family realized God loves them. They decided they wanted to be a part of God’s 
story, too.

Paul and Silas were allowed to go home the next morning. They knew now that serving God would be hard sometimes, 
but they decided that even if people were going to get mad at them, ask them to help with things they didn’t want to do, 
beat them up or send them to jail again, they would keep on serving God by telling his story.

And THAT’S a part of God’s story.

Family Challenge: Ambush with Love
As a family, choose someone in your neighborhood who could use a whole bunch of love. Decide how you can serve that 
person together, then do it. 

  
Why?
Jesus comes right out and says, “This is my command: love each other” (John 15:17). That’s pretty clear. Jesus wants 
people to recognize that we are his disciples by how much we love. 

Tip
Some suggestions: make cookies as a family and drop them off to a single mom; weed and cut an an elderly neighbor’s 
lawn; make a funny video to encourage a friend and post it on their Facebook page; rake your busy neighbor’s leaves.)
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