


So part of God’s story is about a man named Paul and it begins like this:

Paul was born in a city called Tarsus. Back then, being born in Tarsus was about as cool as being born in an 
amusement park. Paul thought he was cooler than other people, especially the ones who were following Jesus. 
Paul turned into a real bully. He found ways to get people who were following Jesus thrown in jail, beat up, and 
even killed.

One day, Jesus yelled from the sky, “Paul! Paul! Why are you acting this way?” Then Jesus shined a really bright 
light, brighter than the sun, right into Paul’s eyes. Paul couldn’t see anything for three days. Kids, never look 
straight at the sun. Remember what happened to Paul.

After Paul could see again, he decided to listen to God. And not just listen. Paul decided to spend his whole life 
telling people about God and God’s son, Jesus. Paul knew that if he was going to tell people about God, he better 
get to know God. Paul found different ways to get to know God. Sometimes he fasted, which is when you skip a 
meal, or many meals, and spend time praying to God instead. Other times he snuck off alone so he could sit and 
listen to God.

Paul said getting to know God was like training to run a big race. Sometimes training for a race takes work, espe-
cially if you want to win, just like it can sometimes take hard work to fast or to sit quietly and listen to God. But 
for Paul, knowing God was WAY better than winning first place... Even if the prize is a million billion dollars.

Once Paul knew God, he was so excited that he wanted to tell EVERYONE, even people he didn’t know. Paul 
became a missionary. A missionary is a person who goes to new places and tells people about Jesus.  And even 
while he was doing this, Paul was writing lots and lots of letters telling other people about Jesus.

Paul found out that not everybody wanted to hear about God. But he told them about God anyway, just to make 
sure everybody had a chance to hear. Have you ever tried to talk to somebody when they weren’t listening to you?

The people started getting really mad at Paul when he talked. They threw rocks at him, beat him up, put him in 
jail, and even tried to get “rid” of him completely. Guess what Paul did?! He said he’d be happy to go to jail, get 
beat up, and even die. If it meant more people would know about Jesus.

Well, God was with Paul when he was getting beat up and put in jail. God even sent an earthquake to open the 
doors of the jail so Paul could be free. But instead of escaping, Paul stayed to tell the prison guard about Jesus.

Later on, Paul was sent to a bigger city with a bigger jail. To get there, he had to take a boat...during hurricane 
season. One of the storms hit Paul’s boat. It got shipwrecked. So he had to swim all the way to a nearby island.

Picture swimming in the North Pole with penguins: that’s how cold Paul was. But as soon as he saw there were 
people living on the island, what do you think he did? Yep, he taught them about Jesus.

Paul never stopped telling people about Jesus. He told how Jesus loves everyone and wants to help them stop doing 
wrong things and wants to teach them how to know him. He got put in jail at least four times, was shipwrecked 
three times, and was even bitten by a poisonous snake. But Paul didn’t care what happened...he was so happy 
knowing God that he just wanted everybody else to know God too. And THAT’S a part of God’s story.

Family Challenge: Join the Hall of Fame
Read Hebrews 11 together as a family (this passage is sometimes called the Faith Hall of Fame, listing people 
who have trusted God). After reading, take a sheet of paper and add your family to that list, discussing and 
writing ways you’ve trusted God. (For example: “By faith, the Wilsons have...”, or “By faith, Mom has...”)

Hang this up in your house when you’re finished.

Why?
The writer of Hebrews helps us understand that we’re part of a great family who trusts God. It’s encouraging
to read, and even more inspiring to join.

(Tip: You can also use this time to discuss and write ways your family can trust God in the future. 
        Begin with, “by faith, the Wilsons will...”)
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