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	CHECK IN OUT: Check-in:  Ask kids to tell you about their friends.  Who is their best friend?  Do they pray for their friends?

Check-out:  Encourage kids to come back next week and bring a friend.  Next week is a crazy dance party celebration of the journey.  
	LARGE GROUP HEADS UP: Today we are experiencing what it was like for Jonathan to put his life on the line for David.  In the same way, kids today can lay down their lives for their friends on a regular basis.
	SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 1: CONNECT
• What was the best part of your week?
• What was the worst part of your week?
• Who is a great friend to you?

RETEACH
• What did Jonathan do for David?
• What would have happened if Jonathan was not a good friend?

RELATE
• What can you learn from Jonathan?  (We can care about our friends enough to love them in hard times, and to rescue them.)

• Who are some friends that need for you to love them?  What could you do for them?

• Can you name any friends or people you know who are always angry?  What could you do to show them love?

• Who do you know that feels left out all of the time?  What can you do to show them they belong?

• Who do you know that is often scared?  What can you do to give them courage?
	SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 2: 
	SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 2: 
	SMALL GROUP ACTIVITIES 1: ORIGAMI FRIEND ENCOURAGER

• Each kid will make an origami friend encourager (please don't call them fortune tellers) to use with their friends.

• For younger kids, you may have to help them along -- all of that folding can get confusing.

• When every kid is finished have them practice using these to encourage one another.

• As a group, pray for other people that you know.  Pray for friends who are angry, full of fear, or always feel left out.  Ask God to send you to help them, and to give you ideas to fight for their freedom.
	SPECIAL NOTES: Be sure to set up all of your props before you begin.  Also, you may want to recruit volunteers and walk them through what they will be doing before large group starts.  This is a great way to personally build relationships with a few kids each week.

You'll need a volunteer to play the part of:
David
Jonathan
Saul
	PRESENTER TIPS: This is an exciting story about friendship.  Don't be afraid to vary your volume, tone and movement to keep the story exciting and the kids engaged.
	SCRIPT 3: After that David ran away and went into hiding.  He knew that the King had turned into a bitter, angry person and wanted to kill him.  Saul kept looking for David.  He wanted to find David more than anything so that he could kill him.

But, David was best friends with the king's son, Jonathan (Jonathan has a bow and arrow).

Jonathan was a great friend, and he loved David.  David went to Jonathan and asked "What have I done? What is my crime?"

Jonathan asked David what he could do to help.  And, they came up with a plan.  (David and Jonathan whisper to each other.)

So, Jonathan went to dinner.  The king was very, very angry that David was not at dinner.  In fact, he knew that Jonathan was trying to help David and threw his spear at Jonathan, trying to kill him.  Jonathan knew that his father the king wanted to kill David too, and he needed to warn his friend.

On the day they had planned, David hid behind the rock they picked out.  Jonathan came and shot some arrows.  When the boy helping him ran out into the field, he told the boy, "the arrows are beyond you -- keep running and don't stop".  The boy did not know that David was hiding there behind the rock.

Then, Jonathan sent the boy back to town, carrying all the arrows and his bow.  When the boy was gone David and Jonathan met up in the field.  David bowed down in front of Jonathan to tell him thank you for saving my life.  Then, they hugged each other and started to cry.  David cried the most.  They knew that David had to leave, and they didn't know when they may see each other again.  Jonathan told David to go.  Here is what he said:



	SCRIPT 1: It's great to have all of you here today!  What a wonderful way to start the week.  You know, I love coming here each week because I get to see my friends.  They make my life better.  Do any of you have friends that make your life better?  Who are they?  (take some answers from kids)

Well, did you know that even David, who ended up being a powerful warrior king, needed good friends?  It's true, he needed someone who loved him enough to rescue him in the toughest times.

Now, I have asked a few volunteers to come up and help me tell the story of David, and his best friend Jonathan.  You guys can come on up here right now.

So, before David (David carries a ukulele) was king, and after he had killed the giant Goliath, he was serving the current king, Saul.  (Saul is wearing a king robe and crown, and holding a fake spear.)

Saul began to feel very, very jealous of David.  The jealousy grew and grew.  Saul got angry and bitter toward David.  Now, what should you do if you are feeling bitter and angry?  (take responses from kids)  Right, you can pray, you can tell God you are sorry and ask for his help.  But, Saul didn't do any of that.

In fact, it got really bad.  One time while David was playing music for the king on his harp (David pretends to play the harp), King Saul grabbed his spear and threw it at David, trying to kill him.
	SCRIPT 5: [show on screen]

 1 Samuel 20:42 Jonathan said, "Go in peace! The two of us have vowed friendship in God's name, saying, 'God will be the bond between me and you, and between my children and your children forever!'" 

Then, David left and Jonathan went back to town.  Let's give our volunteers a round of applause!  Thank you all for helping today.  

Wow, what an amazing story.  What I love about that story is that Jonathan wanted the very best for David.  He risked his own life to make sure that David lived.  He loved his friend.  You know, wanting good things for other people doesn't always come easy.  Sometimes we all get trapped into looking out for ourselves.  Today we are going to talk about being more like Jonathan.  We want to be helping our friends have the very best life they can.

Music Mae has a song that says a little more about wanting the best for your friends.

[Play Music Mae song.]

Will someone come pray for us today?
	AGE GROUP: KINDERGARTEN-4TH GRADE
	ANNOUNCEMENTS 2: 
	DATE: March 20/21, 2010
	TITLE: Fight for Your Friend's Freedom
	OBJECTIVE: Kids will be freedom fighters for their friends.
	BIBLE STORY: David and Jonathan
1 Samuel 20
	TIPS SCHEDULE: hang out with kids (10 minutes)
large group (30 minutes)
small group (20 minutes)
	LEADER PREP: Today kids will shift their focus to their friends.  God calls us to lay down our lives for our friends, and Jonathan did just that.  Today kids will practice telling their friends the truth about who they are.  This is a great way to make sure that your friends get filled up with the Holy Spirit instead of bitterness, fear, or rejection.
	ANNOUNCEMENTS 1: 
	SMALL GROUP SUPPLIES 1: • origami friend encourager (one per kid)
	PARENT PAGE 1: 1 Samuel chapter 20 tells a story that defines being a good friend.  It is the story of David and Jonathan in which Jonathan risks his own life to save David's.  This week kids practiced encouraging their friends.  The origami friend encourager they are bringing home is just one way to start.  This week help your kids think of friends that could use some encouragement.  They can be kid friends or adult friends.  Then, go do something together to encourage that friend.  Maybe you pray for them each night, or make sure they feel included by having them over for dinner.  Being a great friend takes practice.  Go ahead and practice with your kid!
	LARGE GROUP SUPPLIES 1: • nerf bow and arrows
• king crown and cape
• ukulele 
• fake spear (foam or plastic)

	CONNECT QUESTIONS 1: Why was Jonathan a good friend?
What can you do to be a good friend?
	CONNECT QUESTIONS 2: 
	SPECIAL ROOM SET-UP 1: 
	SPECIAL ROOM SET-UP 2: 
	A/V NEEDS 1:  • 1 Samuel 20:42 Jonathan said, "Go in peace! The two of us have vowed friendship in God's name, saying, 'God will be the bond between me and you, and between my children and your children forever!'" 

• Music Mae week 5 video
	A/V NEEDS 2: 


