
	  

Middle School 
October 12 & 13 

 
 

Two opposing kingdoms exist: the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of the 
world. 

 
 

Small Group 
 

1. Ice Breaker. There will be some new faces this week! Hereʼs a short 
activity to get everybody comfortable with each other. 

2. Discussion. This is time to process what the two kingdoms are and how 
their kings operate. 

3. Activity. This is designed to help the kids process and discern what the 
two kingdoms look like in day-to-day life and how we can choose one or 
the other. 

4. Training. Throughout the Journey, the kids will be given “Love 
Experiment” cards to do throughout the week. Encourage them to do these 
and then come back and share how it went! 

 
Ice Breaker 

 
To help the kids feel more comfortable with each other, have them go around the 
group and use their body to make the shape of their first name. After they make 
their letter, have them share one reason that they feel willing to spend the next 
six weeks experimenting with the Kingdom of God. 
 

Discussion 
 

1. What do we learn about the two kingdoms (the kingdom of this world and 
the Kingdom of God) from the story of Creation and the Fall of Adam and 
Eve? 

a. If you get stuck, read Genesis 2 and 3! 
2. Who is the king of the kingdom of this world? Whatʼs his purpose? What 

does he want us to do? 
3. Whatʼs Godʼs plan to rescue us from having to live in the kingdom of this 

world? 
4. Read Zechariah 9:9 together. What kind of king were Godʼs people 

expecting? How might Jesus have been unexpected? 
5. Read Mark 1:15 together. This is an interaction between Jesus and some 

people who had been waiting an incredibly long time for a king to save 
them, give them hope and change their lives around. 



a. The LIVE translation says the kingdom of God is “near”. What does 
that say about WHO brings and builds the kingdom? (HINT: itʼs not 
us!) 

b. Right after Jesus says the kingdom of God is near, he says, “repent 
and believe.” What does this reveal about how you will find the 
kingdom? 

 
 

Activity 
 

Letʼs take a minute to consider the two kingdoms happening at the same time on 
this earth. The kingdom of the world and the Kingdom of God. We each have two 
pieces of paper - one green that represents the Kingdom of God and one grey 
that represents the kingdom of this world. Weʼre going to fill them with 
descriptions of what we think kingdom of this world and the Kingdom of God 
might be like here on earth. How would people act, what would the streets look 
like, what would be different? As youʼre writing down examples that youʼve seen 
or want to see of each kingdom, weʼd love to hear them! When weʼre all done 
writing them down and talking about them, weʼll take them to the front of the 
stage and drop them off in the kingdom boxes. 
 

Training 
 

The Kingdom of God is built on love. Itʼs not built on obligation. We donʼt seek it 
because we have nothing better to do. Godʼs Kingdom is a choice. And thatʼs 
why it starts within us. And amazing things happen when we accept His love for 
us, because then we want to let His love pass through us into the lives of others. 
The outside world starts to look a lot different. Our city becomes something 
better, more beautiful, and more free. So thatʼs where weʼre headed for the 
experiment this week. These love experiments are things that will probably feel 
good and look good to the outside world. But the point isnʼt about being a do-
gooder. We have three options for experiment cards this week. Pick one, do it 
and come back to tell us how it went! 
 
Have each student pick an experiment card. 
 
Pray. 
 
Dismiss. 
	  
	  
	  



Large Group 
 
Welcome and Series Intro 
 
Hey everyone! Welcome to Middle School. Whether youʼve been coming here for 
a long time or this is your first week, weʼre really glad youʼre here. Who knows 
whatʼs going on at Crossroads starting this weekend? Thatʼs right! Itʼs the 
journey! Every year people of all ages- from two year olds to grandpas- go on a 
journey together for six weeks and learn about the same thing. This year weʼre 
discovering more about Godʼs Kingdom! And guess what? Itʼs not just people at 
Crossroads on this journey… itʼs people all over the city at lots of different 
churches! How cool is that! Iʼm really excited to see how our city changes as a 
result of this journey weʼre all going on together! 
 
This or That 
 
Before we get too far ahead of ourselves, letʼs play a game. Everyone has to 
participate in this game! Weʼre going to play a game called “This Or That”. Iʼll 
read two things like “Pepsi or Coke” and depending on your preference, youʼll 
move to one side of the room or the other. Letʼs say that if you prefer the first 
thing I say, move to the right side of the room and if you prefer the second thing I 
say, move to the left. Ready? 
 
Read as many of these as it takes to play the game for 3-5 minutes. 
Pepsi or Coke 
Vanilla or chocolate 
Early Riser or Night Owl 
Dog or cat 
On time or usually late 
Shy or outgoing 
Organized or scattered 
Sweet or savory 
Facebook or Instagram 
Do homework or do dishes 
Summer or winter 
M&Mʼs or Skittles 
Mac or PC 
Movies or TV 
Spicy or mild 
Comedy or drama 
Cake or ice cream 
Noise or silence 
Peanut butter or jelly 
Rain or snow 



Math or English 
Harry Potter or Lord of the Rings 
Batman or superman 
Pancakes or waffles 
Hamburgers or hotdogs 
Pen or pencil 
Ketchup or mustard 
White or wheat 
Pants or shorts 
Beach or mountains 
Outside or inside 
Apples or bananas 
Cold or hot 
 
Two Kingdoms 
Great job, everyone! Just like choosing between two of those options, weʼre 
going to talk about the two kingdoms that exist today… the Kingdom of God and 
the kingdom of this world. 
The story of these two kingdoms started way before we were around. So letʼs 
begin there… 
 
Godʼs Story 
 
Weʼre talking the very beginning of the story. God created the whole world and 
then created two humans to take care of his creation. Their names were Adam 
and Eve. In this world that God created, everything was perfect. There was no 
sickness or pain or death. The best part of all was that Adam and Eve could live 
openly and honestly with each other and with God. They were able to walk and 
talk with God everyday. This was the first picture of the Kingdom of God.  
 
SLIDE: pictures of nature, peace, people getting along 
 
Now, God gave Adam and Eve only one rule: donʼt eat the fruit from the tree in 
the middle of the garden. He said if they did that, theyʼd die. God knew that the 
only way to have a real friendship with Adam and Eve was to have their trust. 
But a serpent came and tempted Eve to eat the fruit from that tree. Unfortunately, 
she listened to him and ate the fruit. And so did Adam. In that moment, they 
didnʼt trust God and disobeyed his one rule. Death and destruction crashed into a 
perfect world. The relationship between God and humans was damaged. In a 
really, really big way. 
 
Kingdom of This World 
 



It was at this moment that a new kingdom emerged. One that stood against 
Godʼs kingdom. This kingdom is tempting and deceptive its ruler is interested in 
winning our hearts over, just like the serpent won the hearts of Adam and Eve. 
We call this kingdom the kingdom of this world.  
 
SLIDE: sadness, people mad at each other, money 
 
And we still see this everyday… itʼs not a far off kingdom from a long time ago. 
Thereʼs still pain and sickness and people who make decisions that hurt others. 
At the core of this kingdom is choosing to value myself more than anyone else. 
(Give an example of when you chose to be a part of the kingdom of the world this 
week). 
 
Rescuer King 
 
God was fully aware that this new deceptive kingdom crashed in. So he made a 
plan. God planned to send a rescuer to save us from the kingdom of the world 
and restore us back into relationship with him. Hereʼs the thing… this rescuer is 
described over and over as a king. A King who would fight for our hearts. And 
win. 
 
SLIDE: Zechariah 9:9 
 
In Zechariah 9:9, a prophet says this about the rescuer… 
“Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your 
king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on 
a donkey, riding on a donkeyʼs colt.” 
 
Waiting For A King 
 
Godʼs people spent thousands of years waiting for a king to come rescue them! 
And many of those years, they were under control of a foreign king. Sometimes 
they were even slaves. Many of these rulers and kings werenʼt what I would 
describe as nice. They persecuted Godʼs people for what they believed and ruled 
by force. And there was nothing Godʼs people could do about it but wait for a king 
to rescue them. 
Needless to say, when it was time for Jesus to come, Godʼs people were 
expecting a powerful king who would rescue them from their current situation of 
being ruled by people who didnʼt value them. 
 
Unexpected 
 
Then Jesus came! But he didnʼt come like what the world would describe as a 
powerful king. He came humbly, just like that verse in Zechariah. His entrance 



into the world wasnʼt glamorous, but it marked a long-awaited moment. The king 
of Godʼs Kingdom was finally here! 
 
That reminds me of a video clip… 
 
VIDEO: Three minute clip of Arthur becoming king 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGAD0Rdd1TA) 
 
Just like nobody was expecting a little kid to be able to pull the sword out of the 
stone and become King in the video, Iʼm sure it was hard to imagine that a man 
who wasnʼt incredibly rich or glamorous was the person who was going to save 
all of Godʼs people. But Jesus did! 
 
Hereʼs what Jesusʼ first announcement was: 
 
SLIDE: Mark 1:15 
 
The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!” 
 
Good News 
 
So what is Jesus talking about when he says “Good News”? The word heʼs using 
here is the word “gospel”. It literally means “good news”. Itʼs easy to think of the 
gospel as being the story of Jesus dying for our sins, which is true. But thatʼs not 
the whole story. Jesus says repent and believe the gospel before he does 
anything crazy like miracles and raising from the dead!  Thatʼs because the 
kingdom of God crashing in is GREAT NEWS. It means that we donʼt have to live 
according to the kingdom of the world anymore! Thereʼs another way! 
 
Study Jesus 
 
The Kingdom of God operates differently than the kingdom of this world. One of 
the best ways to understand how the Kingdom of God works is to study its king, 
Jesus. What kind of a king is Jesus? In one of the books of the Bible that 
documents Jesusʼ life, this is what Jesus says about how his kingdom works: 
 
SLIDE: Matthew 10:42-45 
 
You know that the rulers in this world lord over those under them. But among you 
it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader must be a servant, and whoever 
wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else. For even the 
Son of Man came tot to be served but to serve others and to give his life as 
ransom for many. 
 



Upside-Down Kingdom 
 
This is amazing! And definitely the opposite of the way the kingdom of this world 
works. Instead of controlling and deceiving those around him, Jesus wants to 
serve and love others. Could this really be true? Because Jesus came and lived 
a perfect example of this through his life, we get to see the Kingdom of God 
crash in anytime followers of Jesus choose to serve others instead of putting 
themselves first. We see the Kingdom of God when we choose to love others. 
 
We Choose 
 
Hereʼs the thing… weʼre making decisions every waking moment of every single 
day. With those decisions, weʼre choosing one kingdom over the other. We 
choose if weʼre going to be sacrificial or self-focused, a servant or rebel, fearless 
or afraid, adventurous or dead-in-the-water. We choose because two entities are 
fighting for us. Two kingdoms. The Kingdom of God – Beautiful and upside down, 
led by a love-driven and tireless King. And the kingdom of the world--tempting 
and pervasive, led by a destructive and impatient king. Both kingdoms are real. 
Both have power. Both want us. But only one kingdom fights from a place of love. 
And thatʼs what weʼre going to experiment this week. Itʼll start with our small 
groups and then weʼll send everybody to experiment on their own during the 
week. Itʼs going to be awesome! 
 
Pray. 
 
Dismiss to Small Groups. 
	  
	  
	  



AV & Prep Needs 
	  
	  
Small Group: 

• Green paper with “Kingdom of God” printed at the top (enough for each 
student to have one) 

• Grey paper with “kingdom of this world” printed at the top (enough for each 
student to have one) 

• LIVE Bible 
• Pens, markers 
• Love Experiment cards 

 
 
Large Group: 

• LIVE Bible 
 
 
AV Needs: 

1. Slide: Middle School Graphic 
2. Slide: pictures of nature, peace, people getting along (on public drive) 
3. Slide: sadness, people mad at each other, money (on public drive) 
4. Verse: “Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of 

Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and 
victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey, riding on a donkeyʼs colt.” 
Zechariah 9:9 

5. Video: clip of Arthur becoming king from The Sword and the Stone 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGAD0Rdd1TA (0:00-3:10). 

6. Slide: Middle School Graphic 
7. Verse: The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the 

Good News!” Mark 1:15 
8. Verse: You know that the rulers in this world lord over those under them. 

But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader must be a 
servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of 
everyone else. For even the Son of Man came tot to be served but to 
serve others and to give his life as ransom for many. Matthew 10:42-45 

9. Slide: Middle School Graphic 
 


