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First Things First Checklist  

Create or update your Collection Development and Challenge/Reconsideration 
policies:

Consider your unique school population, District and building goals, curricular units 
that need support, etc.

Consult with other librarians in your district especially if you are in a feeder school, this 
can inform you about student interests and limit collection duplication.

Refer to multiple review sources and be cognizant of their rating “leanings”, i.e. SLJ 
tends by be more conservative when recommending  grade ranges. Also remember 
to include reader review sites like goodreads.

Get the support of your building principal, Director of libraries and finally board 
approval for both Collection Development and Challenge/Reconsideration Policies.



Aim for the Majority, but 

be aware of the “Outliers”

Our district has students 
that have strict T.V. to 
no T.V. rules and others 
that are watching 
“Game of Thrones” as a 
family affair. 

Ask students about 
what they’ve read 
before, what they like, 
their interests and pay 
attention to their 
social habits. Even 
questions about their 
leisure time activities, 
particularly movies 
and T.V. watching, 
can guide you in 
selecting titles that 
would be appropriate.

This strategy can 
sometimes assist with a 
student’s uncertainty if a 
topic is “borderline” too 
mature, contains 
sensitive material, foul 
language or is too 
juvenile.



“But I think this book is inappropriate!”

Try to speak to the parent directly. 

Remember that you have two desires: to affirm 
their right to speak and be heard and to do due 
diligence in protecting intellectual freedom.

Since, you’ve gone back and reviewed the title in 
question, you can engage in conversation about 
what it provides. 



Lack of knowledge fuels fear!

The site Our Whitehouse, listed the results of an 
assessment of eighth graders tested in 2014 on 
the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) in History and Civics,

● “Only 18 percent of eighth graders were 
at or above proficient in an 
understanding of U.S. History.” 

● “Only 27 percent of eighth graders could 
identify how African Americans 
contributed to and affected the 
outcome of the Civil War.”

● “A 2014 study of 1,416 adults by the 
Annenberg Public Policy Center at the 
University of Pennsylvania reported a 
startling lack of knowledge about 
American government…”

https://ourwhitehouse.org/historical-literacy-statistics/

