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Introduction
(that means, Please Read First)

! First of all...

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is clear: He died for our sins and rose from the dead (1 Cor. 15:1-5). 
What we should do with the gospel is also clear: believe (the Gospel of John).

How we share this gospel should be just as clear. One of the best tools I’ve seen to teach 
Christians how to share their faith is free and online: www.Act111.org. I strongly suggest you 
check this site out and invite your friends to join you in learning how to share the gospel clearly!

! Secondly...

I love to write, and I love Jesus. And I’m passionate about evangelism!

I love to write about Jesus and how He loves us. And how He wants us to share His love with 
others.

I want to write things that will inspire you to fall in love with evangelism! Since December 2011, 
I’ve been writing about this on my blog www.InspiringEvangelism.com. 

This ebook is a conglomeration of most of those blog posts. I hope it encourages you.

I hope you a inspired.

And I hope and pray that you will share His gospel with others!

...so here we go!
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1. Ever Feel Like You Just Don’t Wanna Share Your Faith?

Sometimes, the right thing to do turns out to be the hardest thing to do. Take exercising, for 
example.

I hate to run. And I’m not really keen on exercising.

But heart disease runs through the veins on both sides of my family, so exercising really isn’t an 
option for me. It’s a must.

And I don’t really get my thrills from doing the dishes, either. Or taking out the trash. I know, 
these things aren’t hard, but I don’t like doing them.

I don’t like confronting someone who is in sin. And I don’t like being confronted. I don’t like 
abstaining from fried foods, either. (I’m from Louisiana, so don’t confront me!)

But these things are the right things to do. And they turn out to be the most rewarding, too.
So when it comes to evangelism, while I love sharing the gospel with people, there are times 
when I don’t want to.

Sometimes I don’t want to talk to the person sitting next to me on the airplane. Or Starbuck’s. Or 
the barber as she cuts my hair.
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I may be tired. Or busy. Or my mind is just not in gear.

But there have been times when I just spoke up–striking up a conversation that turns into 
spiritual things. And I share the truth about Christ. And the person ends up believing in Jesus.
Then I wonder how many times I didn’t take the opportunity to share the gospel because... 

...I didn’t feel like it.

Not trying to lay any guilt on anyone. Seriously. But the truth is that people in our circle of daily 
living really want to know who God is.

Romans 10:14 -
How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in 
Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?
Here’s some perspective:

• The Apostle Paul most likely didn’t feel like witnessing while in prison.
• I’ll bet the disciples didn’t feel like being tortured and killed for their faith in Christ.
• I know many missionaries who have days when they don’t feel like doing their work: whether 

overseas or in the States.

Sometimes sharing the gospel just isn’t what we feel like doing. But do we have an option?

And aren’t the rewards worth it?!
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2. Three Amazing Points of Sharing the Gospel Clearly

OK. The truth about me–I get my thrills from sharing the gospel with people. 

I’ve gone skydiving, scuba diving, rock climbing, and repelling. But there’s nothing like 
explaining the good news of Jesus with someone–escecially when that lightbulb goes off above 
their head! 

You know what I mean? That second when they get it, when they understand the truth of what 
Jesus did for us, is what thrills me the most.

And there’s something so cool and clear that I’ve learned to share with people regarding the 
gospel. When I share this, most people tilt their head and say, “Wow. I’ve never thought about it 
like that before. That makes total sense!”

So now I’d like to share this with you! I didn’t come up with it, but I learned this from my 
training at EvanTell in Dallas, TX. They specialize in teaching believers how to share the clear, 
simple gospel effectively to anyone, anywhere, and at any time. So here’s what they taught me:

Take a look at the 3 circles above. After I share the Bad News/Good News with someone, I like 
to tell them about these 3 amazing circles. 

And I start with this question, “What are you trusting in to get to heaven?” I like this question, 
because it gets right to the point. Then I follow the question with the 1st circle.
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Circle 1. If I’m trusting in my good works (W) to get me to heaven, then I’m telling God that His 
Son’s death on the cross was worthless. Afterall, why would Jesus have to die if I just had to try 
to be good enough?

Circle 2. If I’m trusting in Christ + my good works (C+W) to get me to heaven, then I’m telling 
God that Jesus’ death was insufficient. It would be as if Jesus said, “OK. I did my part, now you 
do yours. I just took care of your downpayment.” 

But the beautiful truth is that when our Lord was on the cross, He said, “Paid in full.” Which 
brings us to the 3rd circle.

Circle 3. If I’m trusting in Christ, alone, (C) to get me to heaven, then I’m saying that His death 
on the cross was sufficient to save me.

So I share these 3 circles, and then I ask, “Where are you? Which one do you find yourself in?” 

And I’ve seen more people trust Christ after seeing this clear truth. Try it.

If you’re interested in learning more about how to share your faith effectively to anyone, 
anywhere, and at any time, contact the folks at EvanTell. Or, feel free to contact me through my 
blog at www.InspiringEvangelism.com.
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3. Three Ways You Can Impact Eternity Today

You may not realize it, but you can literally impact eternity this very day!

It’s true. You can impact eternity today. It depends on your thinking and your actions.

Start with your thoughts.
Instead of thinking that you are unable to accomplish something extraordinary for the glory of 
God, replace the thought with the truth that the living God has made His home inside of your 
heart!

And if the Creator God is in you, what couldn’t you do? Remember Philippians 4:13? “I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

Got that?

Now the actions.
I’m talking about the actions of evangelism and discipleship. Check it out:

• Share the gospel with someone.
• Don’t leave them alone.
• Inspire them to share the gospel with someone.
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Share the gospel. Christ died for our sins and rose from the dead. Believing in Jesus alone saves 
for…eternity. Visit www.ACT111.org to learn how.

Don’t leave that person alone! If the one with whom you share the gospel trusts in Jesus, don’t 
leave him alone. The worst thing to do to a new believer is to let him go.

I know, I know. If you shared with a stranger on the airplane, and you’ll never see him again this 
side of heaven, then there’s not much you can do. Except to get his Facebook name, email, and 
find him a church where he lives.

What I’m emphasizing is to make sure that the new believer is surrounded by Christians who can 
mentor him, love him, nurture him, and so forth. I think you get the idea. Don’t leave him alone.

Inspire him to share the gospel with someone. That’s right! If he has trusted Jesus as his 
Savior, then he’s ready to share this with someone else. Sometimes new believers are 
discouraged to evangelize by being told that they aren’t ready. What I love about the new 
Christian is his zeal–his enthusiasm for the gospel!

The combination of the knowledge of and a zeal for the gospel, this new believer is primed and 
pumped to take this gospel to his lost friends and family. Inspire him to go!

These 3 things must be a continual process for every local church. Communities should be 
changing because Christians in local churches are doing this.

And doing this impacts eternity. Forever.
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4. Learn How to Share the Gospel Today! Free Online 
Training

Many Christians have fear when it comes to sharing the gospel with someone. I sure have.

Have you ever stumbled over your words when trying to explain how a person can be saved? 
Yup. Me, too. But I don’t anymore. Let me explain.

 
What if I told you that you could learn how to overcome fear and learn how to share the gospel 
clearly and effectively…starting TODAY?

Would you be interested?

Allow me to introduce to you a free interactive website that will equip you in just 1 hour to share 
the simple gospel effectively. I’ve used this site, and the cool thing is that there is absolutely no 
cost to you.

ACT111.org
ACT is a worldwide evangelism movement that begins with you. The vision behind it to start is 
to get the believers in the world to train, pray, and share individually and corporately as the 
Holy Spirit leads.

ACT111 is a movement.
It’s not just a website. The purpose is to equip believers all over the world to share the clear, 
simple gospel to the lost. And it’s working! So far almost 13,000 Christians in countries all over 
the world have taken this free online training.

I used to be afraid to share the gospel. Sure, sometimes I still get nervous, but that fear doesn’t 
overcome me anymore. The reason is simple: ACT111 taught me a clear and simple method of 
sharing the gospel to anyone, anywhere, at any time.

But don’t just take my word for it. Read these awesome testimonies!
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How does it work?
There are 4 sessions that takes about 15 minutes each to complete. And you can download a 
workbook to go with it.

Each session can be completed at different times, so you don’t have to complete all 4 at once.

Who started this?
The good people at EvanTell, Inc. created this interactive website just for you. They raised their 
own funds to build and maintain the site so the training would be free to anyone, anywhere.

So if you’ve been wanting to share the gospel with that person at work, or your neighbor, or your 
family member, check out www.ACT111.org ASAP.

Also, visit ACT on Facebook and post your stories of sharing your faith! These stories really 
inspire others Christians to speak out their faith, too. So if you get a lot out of the training, please 
don’t keep this to yourself–INVITE YOUR CHURCH to check out ACT111.org!
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5. Five Keys to Real Discipleship. WARNING: It’s a Little 
Dirty.

Has anyone mentored you in your faith in Christ? Are you mentoring someone now? What does 
that look like? Discipleship is the word the Bible uses for mentorship. Unfortunately, many new 
believers are left alone, but we can change that! 

Let’s find out how…

Author Dr. Dennis Okholm once wrote “…in our desire to maximize our return on investments 
in reaching people for Christ, we…are often captives of the consumer-driven, efficiency-minded, 
results-oriented culture in which we grow our churches. But [Saint] Benedict and his 
contemporaries remind us that Christians mature more like trees than like fast-spreading 
computer viruses….We have become consumers of religion rather than cultivators of a spiritual 
life.”

The spiritual life that Okholm speaks of involves making disciples. To make a disciple, one must 
enter into the life of another, show the love of Christ, share the good news of Christ, and 
continue on developing maturity in Christ.
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Many times, this developing maturity can be a bear of a task! Here are 5 things to keep in mind 
in order to get involved in real discipleship.

1. Real discipleship takes time. Sometimes we expect new believers to act mature when we 
haven’t given them time to mature. It would be like me expecting my 12-year-old son to 
respond to life the same way I do. But I’m 37-years-old. I’ve had more time to mature. (No 
comments from my wife, please.) Discipleship takes time and patience.

2. Real discipleship takes effort. If a young believer isn’t growing in his relationship with 
Christ, perhaps we should question the other Christians in his church. Whether it was Paul, Peter, 
James, or Jesus, discipleship took hard work on the part of the discipler. Listening patiently, 
exhorting, encouraging, and leading (not driving) takes great effort. Real discipleship is not easy.

3. Real discipleship can be dirty. Many times new believers carry lots of dirty baggage. This is 
quite overwhelming and burdensome to deal with. Discipleship involves helping the new 
believer to sift through and weed out the dirty laundry. This could include addictions, anger 
issues, certain doubts, dealing with dysfunctional families, grave fears, bad habits, etc. It’s quite 
inconvenient to get phone calls at 2am due to any of the above-mentioned items. Real disciple 
will get your hands dirty. And sometimes more than that.

4. Real discipleship can be painful. People who experience pain can easily cause pain in others. 
Especially in those closest to him. It’s just human nature. That’s why Christ tells us to weep with 
those who weep. But sometimes we weep because the one we disciple has hurt us. To put it 
rather bluntly–sheep bite. One pastor once told me that when a soldier falls, he usually goes 
down swinging his sword. Real discipleship can be painful when that sword nicks you on the leg. 
Hurtful words, confrontation, depression, etc. Real discipleship can be painful. It was for Jesus.

5. Real discipleship is rewarding. As painful and difficult as real discipleship can be, it is 
incredibly rewarding. Not just in heaven with your eternal rewards for faithfulness (1 Cor. 
3:9-15), but even here on earth. The Scriptures are full of passages where the discipler is 
overcome with joy at seeing those in his care grow and mature.
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Pray that God will place a new, or maturing, believer in your path whom you could disciple. 
Whatever you do, do not leave the new believer alone.

19 How-to’s of Evangelism 

13



6. When Christ Emotionally Broke

There are conferences, seminars, books, movies, and songs that teach and motivate Christians to 
evangelize. I’ve attended them, taught them, and written them. But it amazes me what Christ said 
to His disciples when they saw Him emotionally break over the spiritual condition of the people.

In Houston, Texas, where I get to direct a team of Child Evangelism Fellowship staff, there are 
over 1/2 million unchurched children. That’s a huge number, but it drastically increases when we 
count their family members. 

How are we going to reach them? I only have a few staff.  That’s why we seek to build 
relationships with churches. We train and equip Christians in local churches to reach these 
children and their families.

But the training isn’t the most important part.

There are a few places in Scripture where the Savior wept. But there is one where He was 
“moved with compassion.” Check out Matthew 9:35-38:

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 
news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
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Can you imagine the Messiah, the Prince of Peace, falling to His knees and weeping after seeing 
a bunch of wondering people? I can almost hear Peter, as he nudges his brother, Andrew, say, 
“What’s up with this? Did I say something…again?”

Before Jesus empowered His disciples in chapter ten to minister to people, He embraced their 
hearts with His compassion for lost people. He allowed them to see His love for people who 
were hurting and were in need of deliverance, and then…

…He told them to pray.

Prayer is the most important part. It’s the most powerful 
part.
“Look at the people, Peter! See the vast number of them? They are many, and they are lost,” 
Jesus might’ve said. “And look at us. We are so few. I plead with you, my brothers. Ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send more workers. The harvest is white, but there are very few who are at 
work!”

It wasn’t they physical illnesses that broke the Savior’s heart. He healed those. It was the 
spiritual condition that moved Him. He cried. With tears flowing, Jesus begged His disciples to 
pray.

Think about your church small group, weekly prayer meetings, and Sunday school classes. What 
kind of prayer requests are mostly given. Most probably, you are thinking of physical sicknesses.
I’m not against praying for physical sicknesses. I praise God for the thousands who are praying 
for our daughter who is battling cancer.

Hear the heart of the Savior. May it move you to be passionate to fulfill His greatest desire—for 
mankind to believe in Him. 

As you go, pray.
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7. Five Ways to Inspire People to Impact the World

The children’s ministry in your church suffers because of a lack of qualified teachers.

You’re the new CEO of a company trying to persuade you’re team to go in a different direction.

The community business group you’ve joined is purposed to fulfill a great need, but the group 
seems to be settled on having Wednesday lunches and nothing else.

Churches need it. Schools need it. Families need it. But many fail at it. I’m talking about the art 
of gathering and leading a group to serve your worthy cause.

As the director for Child Evangelism Fellowship of Houston, TX, I raise funds, go to several 
meetings each week, manage employees, seek volunteers, and much more. But the most 
important part of my job, and one of my favorite things to do, is to cast a vision and inspire 
others to follow it.

Have you ever had trouble rallying troops to get involved in your worthy cause? If you’re like 
the rest of us, you probably have. But I’ve got good news for you. Here are 5 ways you can 
implement right now that could boost your efforts. I’ve been seeking to master these 5 items, and 
it’s working very well. I hope and pray it works for you, too.
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1. Believe that people need to serve a worthy cause. I believe we were created to serve 
something bigger than ourselves, and I’m convinced people want and need this. If you don’t 
believe me, just read your newsfeed on Facebook. Many of the posts I see are by people who 
have given themselves to a movement, whether it is political, spiritual, or social.

Choose to believe that many people are willing and eager to invest emotion, dollars, voices, and 
time in something they feel is worthy enough.

2. Purpose in your heart to inspire and not to guilt. As the leader of a cause, it’s easy to 
implement guilt-ridden tactics on those who, for whatever reason, choose to not get involved. 
After all, your cause is the most important in all the world, right? But there’s a major hang-up 
with using guilt-ridden tactics to gain a following. Guilt suppresses.

First of all, it suppresses people from following you. Guilt pushes many people away. Even the 
most vital causes in this world, like evangelism–which is my passion, suffer critically when guilt 
is used to get people involved.

Secondly, even if you do bring in a few people, guilt suppresses creativity. It stifles enthusiasm. 
Who wants a bunch of low-esteemed people to spread a worthy cause? Not me.

3. Watch your language! Use positive words when motivating people to move. Even when you 
must show the need, use words that inspire.

For example, if the need is to feed starving children in a 3rd world country, you could say, “You 
are a bunch of wealthy people who buy things that bring you pleasure while innocent children 
die of hunger.” Or instead, you could use words that help your future followers imagine what 
your vision would look like if fulfilled. You could say, “Imagine with me our dollars and man-
power saving the lives of hundreds of thousands of children each year by providing for their 
basic needs!”

Words have meaning. Use them wisely.

4. Practice your follow-through. No, I’m not talking about your golf swing. Henry Ford 
said, ”You can’t build a reputation on what you are going to do.” Follow-through is vital to 
gathering people to get involved with your cause. When they see that you’ve completed tasks, 
then they are inspired by your dedication and commitment.

Personally, I’m a great starter but lousy at follow-through. I have to work extra hard at it. I also 
surround myself with people who are great at following through with tasks that fulfill the dream. 
If the dream is worthy enough, follow through. Do whatever it takes.

5. Move courageously. You can’t lead someone to a place you’ve never been. You can’t gather a 
following if you are not involved in your cause already. Think of it this way: every fantastic 
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thing that has happened throughout history began with someone taking the first step. Be the one 
to champion your cause!

My personal cause is evangelism. In my church, in my family, and in my area of influence, I 
must be the one to champion this. If I expect to inspire others to overcome fear and share the 
lifesaving gospel, I recognize my role of courageously moving out.

My passion in life is to inspire and train Christians to tell the world about Christ. What’s your 
cause?
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8. Christianity’s Biggest Mistake (WARNING: This May 
Step on Some Toes.)

NOTE: I’m not a debater. I’m much more of a motivator. So this post has been difficult for 
me to write. (It took me two days to write it.) And I pray that my readers take it in the way it 
is written–with utmost love for and sensitivity. Having said that, I realize that being an 
effective motivator sometimes involves bringing up the obvious and dealing with it–even if 
the obvious is difficult or painful.

So, here we go…

There is a big mistake taking place among the Christian world–at least in America. Our big 
mistake is that we have adopted a we vs. them mentality of us and the world. Battle lines have 
been drawn between the Christian world and the rest of the world.
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We, Christians, do not shy away from the fight. We hang on to 2 Timothy 4:7 where Paul said he 
“fought the good fight.” Yet we have taken that to mean something different than what Paul meant.

And so we fight for our rights in America.

We fight for better politics.

We fight for conservatism. Or liberalism. (Which ever is appropriate for you.)

We fight for the most correct theology. And we’re even willing to fight each other over many of 
these things.

We fight for our Christian world. And we should strive toward excellence in these areas. I don’t 
disregard these.

However, in doing so, we end up fighting the non-Christian person when we should be fighting 
for him.

How have we come to this?
One way is that we tend to limit our daily dealings to Christian-only businesses and organizations. 
We take our business and dealings to those who post the fish symbol on their web-page. Many 
Christians tend to avoid businesses that are owned by a people of other faiths–boycotting them 
because of it.

Another way is that we do not wish to look like the world so much so that we have separated 
ourselves from it. We have built a wall of “protection” around ourselves. This wall keeps out 
anyone who does not share, not only our faith, but also our opinions, gestures, styles, speech, 
preferences, and worldviews. And we have justified this as our act of being holy.

We have failed to see that Jesus suffered outside the camp (outside the wall of protection) where 
the hurting, despised, and lost people live. We have failed to undertake the responsibility of 
suffering with Him outside the camp.

So we have left the world to itself. To fend for itself. We have told ourselves that the world has 
gone so far into chaos that the Church must separate and keep to ourselves.
Oh how we have missed God’s mark!

So last Wednesday night our class took a good, hard look at the Apostle Paul’s writings in 1 
Thessalonians 2. I, for one, am convicted when I read of Paul’s compassion for the non-Christian. 
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Check it out:
7 But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. 8 So, 
affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, 
but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 9 For you remember, brethren, our 
labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, we 
preached to you the gospel of God.

We must bring up the obvious and deal with it:
1. Do I act gently toward non-Christians?
2. Do I cherish them as a mother cherishes her own children?
3. Do I feel affectionate toward them?
4. Am I eager to, not only impart the gospel of God, but to sacrifice my own life for them?
5. Are non-Christians dear to me?
6. Do I desire to labor and toil for them and not be a burden to them?

Tough questions to answer? Perhaps not, if we’re honest with ourselves.

Before He was arrested, Jesus did NOT say to His disciples, “They will know you are My 
disciples by your separation from them, and your holiness apart from them, and your logic and 
reason against them, and how you will fight for your opinions to be heard.”

He did say, “They will know you are My disciples if you have love…” (“...love for one another.” 
But I’m convinced there is a principle here that carries.)

If we truly believe that Christ died for our sins and rose from the dead, and that believing in Him 
alone gives us everlasting life–then shouldn’t we be eager enough and loving enough to live out 
this good news to non-Christians around us?

After all, God has entrusted us with His gospel to bring to the lost (1 Thessalonians 2:4).
How will we love them if we do not know them? How will we know them if we are not friends 
with them? And how will we become friends with them if we hold on to this mentality of we vs. 
them?

A mentor of mine once said, “We can give without caring, but we cannot care without giving.”

It’s time to let our love wash out the line drawn in the sand.
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9. Four Ways to Inspire Your Children to Evangelize

I love to hear my kids tell me they just shared the gospel with one of their friends at school! It 
makes feel like I’m actually doing something right (which doesn’t always happen with me).

We definitely have much to learn, but I thought I’d share a few ideas with you that could help 
you inspire your children tell the truth about Jesus to others.

Whether you have elementary-age kids or teens, the following ideas are helping us and many 
others. I pray they will help you, too!

1. Be a model. Well, I don’t mean a model for J. C. Penny. I’m talking about modeling 
evangelism for your kiddos. If you want your children to share the gospel with others then you 
must be sharing the gospel with others. Let them see you in action. Be the role model of 
evangelism for your sons and daughters. If you want your son or daughter to evangelize, you 
need to model it for them.

2. Pray for them. Prayer is, indeed, our most valuable tool. It is also easy to think lightly of, but 
prayer is what fuels the fire. Pray, specifically, that God will give courage to your kids to share 
the gospel with their friends. Pray for opportunities for them. Pray for their success. And pray 
with them!

Help them make a list of their friends who may not be Christians and pray with your children for 
them. Prayer is powerful because the God to Whom we pray is powerful. And He wants your 
kids to tell others about His Son.
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3. Share stories. Talk to your children about the times you’ve shared the gospel with others. Be 
authentic with your kiddos. Tell them about your fears and failures with evangelism. Let them 
know that fear is normal, but that it can be overcome. Encourage them that evangelism is an act 
of obedience to God, and that God is pleased and glorified when we obey Him.

Listen as they share their stories with you. Ask them questions about their sharing the gospel 
with others. Here are a few questions you could ask:

• Did you get to tell someone about Jesus this week? How did it go?
• How did your friend respond? How did you feel about that?
• Were you nervous?
• What did you say? What did they say?

Be sure to help your children know how proud you are of them for sharing the gospel, whether 
they stumbled through it or not! Remember, continual inspiration comes from consistent 
encouragement.

4. Train them. Teach your children a simple method of sharing the gospel with others. Here are 
2 successful resources in which I’m personally involved: Child Evangelism Fellowship and 
EvanTell. I posted about EvanTell in last Monday’s Ministry Spotlight. Both of these resources 
are purposed to equip believers to share the gospel. And both of these links will take you directly 
to a method or a training opportunity.

Another great resource for training teens to evangelize is Dare to Share. Greg Stier has many 
successful years of “energizing a generation to evangelize their world.” 

Give these 3 organizations a call to find out what other materials they have that will certainly 
equip you and your family to evangelize. 

Below are their numbers.
(for children) Child Evangelism Fellowship - (800) 748.7710
(for children through adults) EvanTell – (800) 947.7359
(for teens) Dare to Share – (800) 462.8355

Be the role model, pray with and for them, talk with them, and train them. This is how the gospel 
spreads generation after generation.
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10. Four On-earth Benefits of Salvation

Don’t sugarcoat it. Right?

In fact, tell them that life will be full of pain and sorrow if they trust Christ as Savior. After all, 
being a Christian is not a piece of cake.

It’s more like a bitter pill. Just swallow it. Right?

I don’t think so.

Many times when the gospel is shared with a non-Christian, in the effort to NOT sugarcoat 
things, we leave out the supernatural gifts of God in our lives on earth. Sure, we don’t want to 
lead someone to believe that if they become a Christian then life will be perfect. In many cases, 
life does become harder for someone who has faith in Jesus. (Christians are persecuted everyday 
in many countries around the world.)

So how should we talk to the lost person about the many benefits of everlasting life here on 
earth?

Life is hard for both Christians and non-Christians. Pain is pain. Jesus felt ultimate pain–
emotionally, physically, and spiritually. But the differences between a Christian and a non-
Christian enduring pain are many. Here are just a few. And they certainly are supernatural.
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1. Joy can be abundant. Nehemiah 8:10 says “the joy of the Lord is your strength.” There was a 
sadness among the people over conviction from hearing the Scriptures read. Nehemiah made a 
statement that carries over many circumstances: the joy of the Lord is your strength. God has joy. 
His joy is perfect and supernatural. His joy can be full in me during emotionally, physically, or 
spiritually painful situations. His joy gives me strength to endure. I can smile, and my smile isn’t 
fake because the joy in my heart didn’t come from me. The unbeliever cannot have this joy.

2. Peace is perfect. Read Philippians 4:6-7. Prayer and thanksgiving bring an unearthly peace 
that is unexplainable to the world. Peace can be experienced in the midst of pain. It’s not the 
absence of crisis. Instead, it’s the supernatural knowledge that I will be OK because I’m in His 
hands. He is all-powerful. He is love. And I am the apple of His eye. The non-Christian is unable 
to experience this peace.

3. Hope does not disappoint. The one who does not believe in Jesus can hope all he wants to, 
but to no avail. There is no hope apart from Christ. But, as the Christian has guaranteed hope of 
entering heaven, he also has guaranteed hope while on earth. My hope is in my heavenly Father, 
and this hope does not disappoint. Here is what I’m guaranteed to have because my hope is in 
Him: He always loves me and will love me always; He cherishes time with me; He is my Shield 
and Fortress; He is my Protector; He hides me; He places me high upon a rock; He forgives me 
when I wrong Him. The non-Christian has no hope.

4. Grace continues. This, I have trouble explaining. His grace on me. I don’t know why He 
continues to give it–other than that it is His character to do so. But when life punches me in the 
gut and I hurt, it is His grace that carries me. His grace is the light that leads me through the 
storm. His grace is the down comforter that covers me when I’m sad and cold. His grace is 
undeserved and cannot be earned. It is free and always in abundance. It’s always enough.

The unbeliever does not have grace on him.

Nor does he have joy or peace or hope.

Isn’t that sad?

So why not tell him that you have joy, peace, hope, and grace because you belong to God?

Believing in Jesus alone saves from sin. This salvation will bring us to heaven. But this 
everlasting life does not start when we die. It starts the moment we have faith in Him. And 
everlasting life is so much more than the life we once had.
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11. How to Grow Your Church by Conversion

To reach people for Christ, we have to change our perspective…on one very important issue.

Have you ever read Acts 2:47? It says “the Lord added to their church daily those who were 
being saved.” In fact, all throughout Acts, it was the Lord who added to the Church. 

He grows His Church. And He has provided the means by which this was done during the New 
Testament, as well as today. Yes, the Lord can add daily new believers to your church! He wants 
to, and I’m about to show you how He does it.

Let’s take a quiz. Read the passage from Ephesians 4 below and find the 5 kinds of people the 
Lord gave to the Church. Then find out why He gave them to the Church.

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ,13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)

Do you see it? 

Jesus gave 5 different kinds of people to the Church to build it–to make it grow. There’s 
difference of opinion regarding the apostles and prophets and their roles today, but the scope of 
this blog post is on the last three anyway: evangelists, pastors, and teachers. (Some scholars put 
“pastors” and “teachers” together. Either way works for my point.)
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Our perspective, generally speaking, on the necessary roles of leadership for the local church is 
to have a pastor. And rightly so. Then we add another pastor. And then another. 

What’s Missing Today?
The New Testament definition for the word pastor is one who shepherds, cares for, and nurtures 
the flock. In most pastoral roles today, this person is also the lead teacher. 

The pastor instructs, directs, and leads the flock. Some pastors are called senior pastors. They 
cast the vision and provide the necessary steps to fulfill that vision by leading the staff of other 
pastors.

The role of the pastor and/or teacher is vital to the growth of the local church. But I have one 
question: where are the evangelists today? 

The Ephesians passage said Jesus gave evangelists, too. In fact, it is listed before the pastors and 
teachers. (Often in Greek, a list of items indicates priority.) Where are they? Surely, they are still 
necessary for the Church today! And, in fact, they are.

Perhaps the problem lies with our perspective on what we believe are effective roles of church 
leadership to make the local church grow. There are lots of great books on the shelves about 
church growth. Many knowledgable men have formed fantastic strategies to increase the number 
of worshippers in our churches.

But one thing seems missing: the evangelist. Obviously, evangelists are quite important to Christ. 
After all, He Himself gave some to be…evangelists…for the equipping of the saints for the work 
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ.

What do evangelists do?
They are persons specially gifted by the Holy Spirit to effectively spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. And how do evangelists equip the saints for the work of ministry? They do this by 
training other believers to effectively share the gospel, too. When this is done, the Church is 
edified, unified, and perfect.

Where are the evangelists? We are here. The Church needs evangelists just as much as pastors. 
Evangelists must rise up, stir up the gift God gave you, and bring others along with you to teach 
them. The Body of Christ is not completely edified without the work of evangelists.
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12. Three Ways a Teen Can Break Out of the Box

When a 15-year-old takes a fantastic stand for the gospel, heads turn in awe and wonder. And 
something extraordinary is born.

However, many young people have either been told or tell themselves that they can do very little, 
if anything at all, for the Kingdom. 

I’ve been speaking to teens for about 20 years. If there’s one thing I’ve realized, it’s the fact that 
the typical American Christian teenager has accepted the notion that he is limited in what he can 
do for the sake of the gospel. The teen has formed a box for himself to live in–a cube of comfort 
and limitation. But he really doesn’t like it there.

Inside that box exists school stuff, a hobby, a couple of church activities, perhaps a job, and a 
few friends. But most of all, inside that box is his philosophy of life: this is all there is for me 
right now. 

But this teen really wants to fight for a cause–a cause much bigger than himself! What greater 
cause is there other than the spreading of the gospel? He just needs a little inspiration.

Here’s how it works:
1. Inspiration to evangelize begins with the leadership. Can you see your church youth group 
as the bright light in your community for the gospel? Can you see dozens of teens believing in 
Jesus because of your youth group’s evangelistic work? I bet you can. And it begins with you, 
the leader. A group follows its leadership. 
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When they see you evangelize, they will follow. When they see you inspired to move, they will 
move. Teens want a cause worthy enough to sacrifice for. You must lead the way!

2. Teens need to be inspired to do something big. That’s right. Big. REALLY big. They need to 
be told that because of Christ in them, they are capable of doing extraordinary things for the 
glory of God. 

That extraordinary thing may be sharing Christ to their friend at school, or it might be 
establishing a nationwide organization to bring blankets and Bibles to children in a 3rd world 
country who die each year from the bitter, cold weather. (I am watching both of these in the 
works now…by American Christian teens.) 

Teens need to be inspired to break out of their boxes of limitation and trust in God to lead them 
to do something big for Him.

3. Teens need to understand that prayer is their lifeblood for success. We can strategize, 
train, and inspire, and all that is good and necessary. But without bathing our mission in prayer, 
we are powerless. 

Prayer is reliance upon God to lead, asking God for boldness and success, and asking Him for 
wisdom to move accurately. Prayer aligns us with God’s desires. It keeps our focus on the real 
reason for the cause–to glorify God. And when a teen learns to rely on and glorify God when he 
is 15, can you imagine what he will be capable of when he is 35 or 50?

God used many teens to do the most extraordinary things throughout history. I think it’s because 
teens want to do something bigger than themselves. They want to give themselves to something 
worthwhile. They want to break out of their boxes of limitation. They just need some inspiration 
to move.
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13. Four Ways to be Invincible

It’s incredible, really. 

Saul becoming Paul, and then his ministry to the lost. The same ministry that involved people 
whom he once killed: Christians. 

What Christ did to Paul was effective enough to impact the whole world. Christ wants to do the 
same thing to us, and it would be just as impacting. Are you ready for it?

In Philippians 1:12-14, Paul makes a startling statement to several believers who thought the end 
of the gospel was at hand. Their leader, Paul, was in prison–inside the enemy’s lair. But Paul was 
convinced it was the best place to be.

12 But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned 
out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, 
and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having 
become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 

Within these few words, I see 4 things about Paul that caused him to be as inspiring and 
impacting as he was. If we could only adopt these same things that Paul had:
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1. Realize that bad times are good times to share the gospel. The Christians in Philippi 
apparently thought that the spreading of the good news of Jesus Christ was finished because of 
Paul’s imprisonment. Paul realized that God had other plans for this spreading. To the 
Philippians, this was a bad situation. To Paul, it was perfect because he realized that bad times 
are good times to tell others about Jesus.

2. Look for opportunities even in the most unexpected places. With a Roman guard chained 
to each arm for multiple-hour shifts, Paul had a captive audience. And, as the text says, the whole 
Roman palace (about 9,000 soldiers, plus palace staff) heard the gospel. Paul realized something 
we should understand: there are always opportunities to share Christ with someone. Always. 
Look for them.

3. Understand that your boldness can ignite a powerful passion in many others. “…and 
most of the brethren in the Lord…are much more bold to speak the word without fear.” Fear in 
evangelism is normal, but when one person overcomes his fear by standing on the everlasting 
foundation of Jesus Christ, others will follow. You can inspire others by your lifestyle of 
evangelism! Yes, you. You can be the one who sparks an incredible ministry of evangelism in 
your church. Christ within us gives us the power to overcome fear. Everyone wants to overcome 
fear.

4. Know that your attitude changes everything. Paul had an attitude. The authorities told him, 
“Paul, if you don’t stop preaching Christ, then we are going to beat you.” His answer? “He died 
for me. The least I could do is take a beating for Him. You can’t stop this.” They replied, “Paul, if 
you don’t stop preaching this gospel, then we are going to throw you in jail.” His answer? “Fine. 
I’ll just witness to the guards. They aren’t going anywhere. You can’t stop this.” Finally, they 
said, “Paul, if you don’t stop this, then we are going to kill you.” His answer? “To me, to live is 
Christ and to die is gain. I will not stop.” Paul’s attitude changed everything.

Jesus did something to Paul that was contagious. Most of the brethren followed his lead. That 
means some didn’t. Some were cowards. But we don’t have to be! What Christ did to Paul, He 
can do to us–if we allow Him. Will you allow Christ to change you by following Him in 
obedience?

Because the Creator lives inside you, you are invincible. That means you can change the world.
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14. Four Common Myths of Evangelism

So I get my thrills from inspiring, training, and mobilizing believers to tell the truth about Jesus 
Christ to others. But nothing compares to the moments I have when I get to share the gospel with 
someone! 

However, I used to be terrified of this. I wanna tell you why.

And I want to share with you a couple other reasons others (perhaps you, too) are afraid to 
evangelize. Actually, it boils down to a few common myths that tend to hinder us from following 
Christ in obedience and share the gospel with others. 

The good news (pun intended) is when these myths are recognized, they can be removed out of 
our way! So here they are:

Myth #1: I have to know everything about other religions to evangelize to people of other 
faiths. First of all, who does? While studying other religions/faiths can be helpful in better 
understanding from where those people come, nothing beats understanding and sharing the clear 
gospel to people of other faiths.
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Years ago, two young men with white shirts and dark ties kept coming to my front door. To better 
myself in evangelizing them, I studied their Mormon faith. I read the writings from their leaders 
of the past. 

We sat and talked for hours as I pointed out discrepancy after discrepancy regarding their faith. 
As they were trained to do, they had an answer for every one of my comments (albeit, those 
answers were quite bogus). But when I put aside the arguments and brought out the Gospel of 
John, they were speechless. 

One of them asked the question, “So what you’re saying is, according to John, belief is the only 
requirement for salvation?” He looked at his apprentice. Neither of them said a word. Their 
training had not equipped them for the truth, and they left in wonder. I pray that their wondering 
turned into saving faith.

Studying other faiths can be helpful for sure, but nothing compares to the power of the gospel.

Myth #2: I can’t share the gospel as a new Christian. Contrare, mufrare! New believers are 
passionate. Enthusiasm creates open doors, and a new Christian has lots of enthusiasm. In fact, 
one of the first things I do with a new Christian is show them how to share their faith with 
someone. I challenge them to do so ASAP.

I know a young man named Terry who trusted Jesus at a youth retreat I spoke at recently. He’s 
also a friend on Facebook, and I’ve been keeping up with his posts during the last few weeks. He 
hasn’t backed away from his excitement and zeal for his new relationship with Christ. And the 
friends of his past are watching and commenting with curiosity. What’s more is how refreshing 
to other Christians his zeal is for Christ!

The zeal for Christ from new believers as they share the gospel with others is a breath of fresh air 
in the local church!

Myth #3: God only uses the “cream of the crop” Christians to spread His message of 
salvation. Survey says, “Aaaaaaaaaa!” My first comment to this myth is this: God uses Chad 
Barrett.

At Child Evangelism Fellowship of Greater Houston, our forte is training believers to bring the 
good news of Jesus to children using highly effective methods. During the summer months we 
train high school students to conduct our 5-Day Clubs. 

We don’t look for perfect youth to do this. We look for the willing and available redneck kids, 
jocks, grunge, zany, and just plain nerdy kids who love Jesus and want to be used by Him. This is 
how we serve the local church. This is how we roll.
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Some Christians mistakenly believe they need to clean up their act before they can share the 
gospel with someone. Here’s my question, “How clean do you have to be?” Pretty subjective, 
eh? Sure, our lifestyles need to be those that strive for holiness. I’m not condoning that sinful 
lifestyles are OK to evangelize with, but I can’t condemn those who struggle with things by 
saying they shouldn’t spread the truth of Jesus.

Remember, God used Moses. And Jonah. And David. And Peter. And Paul. Shall I continue?

Myth #4: I must know all the answers in order to be effective in evangelism. Come on, 
seriously? I love apologetics. God has raised up some fantastic leaders in this realm–Norman 
Geisler comes to mind. And studying apologetics is a great way to break down walls that can 
effectively lead to evangelism. However, this does not mean you cannot be effective in 
evangelism if you don’t know much about defending your faith.

Here’s what the Apostle Paul said about this, “For I determined not to know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:2)

It’s great to learn how to give an answer when asked about our faith, and we should strive to do 
so. But that doesn’t mean we should wait until we have all the answers before we can start 
evangelizing.

These myths used to hinder me, but they don’t anymore. I hope they won’t hinder you, either. If 
you know that Christ died for our sins and rose from the dead and believing in Him alone saves, 
then you are ready to evangelize. 

And you improve in evangelism by evangelizing.
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15. What Could a 16-year-old Do?

The alarm blared in Scott’s ear, and he rolled over in his bed to shut it off. It was 6:00 on a 
Thursday summer morning. 

His senses came to him, and he jumped out of bed to grab a quick shower. Minutes later, with a 
Pop-Tart in hand, Scott was on his way to the church.

His cell rang. It was Karen. She and Tim were already at the church. As Scott pulled into the 
parking lot, he noticed several other cars had arrived before him.

Soon 100 high school youth had gathered in the church’s gym. Scott, Karen, and Tim were 
among dozens of other teams of youth who had given their summer for a mission like no other.

A man stood in front of the crowd of teens and spoke, “Yesterday 350 children trusted in Jesus! 
WOOHOO! And we get to do it again today! Keep it going, everyone!” The crowd of teens 
cheered and praised God with their raised voices.

Karen wiped her eyes. She remembered the little refugee girl from Burma who lived at the old 
apartment complex they were at yesterday. Karen had shared the gospel with her. And the little 
girl believed. She smiles as she thinks about doing this again today.
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Scott put his arm around his teammate as she blew her nose. Then the team, Scott, Karen, and 
Tim, were out to door, heading back to the apartments.

Fifty Burma refugee children gathered at 9:00 in the morning. It was already 87 degrees, and the 
humidity was near suffocating. Scott stood in front of the children and began to sing. Quickly, 
the children joined in a loud chorus of praise.

Scott is 16-years-old. He has already shared the gospel to over 200 children. That’s about 200 
more than most adult Christians in America. By the time Scott is in his 40s, he will be leading 
the charge in his church to reach thousands of people for Christ.

This is what Child Evangelism Fellowship does. We train high school youth, just like Scott, 
Karen, and Tim, to reach children for Christ by conducting our 5-Day Clubs. It’s a lot like VBS 
on the kids’ turf: apartment complexes, daycare centers, neighborhoods, etc. Our passion is to 
support local churches in evangelism.

Keep praying for Child Evangelism Fellowship as we passionately seek to reach the lost!
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16. Five Vital Actions to Do With a New Christian

A few years ago, when I was a youth pastor, our group did a skit about a young, married couple 
who just had their first baby. 

Sitting up in her hospital bed, the new mom was handed her baby boy to hold–daddy standing 
proudly at her side. As the doctor turned to walk away, the young mom spoke up.

“Wait! Where are you going?”

“Well, I have several other patients to tend to. Don’t worry–I’ll be around,” answered the doctor.

“But what are we supposed to do with this little boy? I thought we were supposed to give him 
back to you to take care of.”

The doctor gently replied, “No ma’am. That’s your job. You must tend to him, nurture him, 
protect him, and guide him. He’s your responsibility.”

Of course, we had a lot of fun with this skit, bringing in lots of humor. I’m sure you see the 
correlation between it and what we, the Church, must do with the new believer.

Often in evangelism, once a persons believes in Jesus, he is left to grow on his own. While he 
may attend church, many times there’s not much discipleship in order to become a mature 
Christian. He needs to be nurtured and protected. Someone needs to guide him. He is the 
church’s responsibility for these things.

Here are 5 vital actions that must take place with every new believer:
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1. Talk about assurance. Encourage him to memorize John 5:24. This is the perfect verse for 
assurance of our salvation. Assurance is not based on our performance as believers, but on the 
fact that we believe in Jesus for salvation.

2. Talk about growth. Offer to go through some kind of material for a new Christian. Begin 
where he is. Help him understand that God wants him to know Him better. Talk to him about 
prayer and studying the Bible. Encourage him when he reads things he doesn’t understand.

3. Talk about Baptism. Baptism has no saving value. Instead, it identifies the believer with 
Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. It signifies the believer’s desire to walk with Christ. 
Here are a few verses in Acts where new believers were baptized: 2:41; 8:12, 36-38; 16:14-15, 
30-33; 18:8.

4. Talk about church. Express to him the importance and joy of being part of a local body of 
believers for fellowship, worship, and growth. He needs other believers, and they need him. 
Hebrews 10:24-25 is a great passage that deals with this.

5. Talk about telling others. Teach him a practical way to share the gospel with others. Involve 
him in praying for one person with whom he can share. Have him watch you evangelize.
Remember, be patient with the new believer. He doesn’t have the years of maturity that you do. 

Loving and inspiring discipleship will bring about maturity in Christ!
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17. How to Relax When Sharing the Gospel

Chris really wants his non-Christian friend, Sally, to trust in Jesus. He shared the gospel with her, 
but Sally keeps coming back with more and more objections–some of which are stumping Chris. 

The disagreement intensifies. Both take it personally. Voices are raised, and tempers flare. 
Finally, Sally is out the door.

I’ve seen Christians lose their cool in evangelism. Heck, I’ve done it, too. And it can potentially 
destroy any future opportunity for the unsaved to trust in Jesus. Many of these events occur on 
the social networks which are quite impersonal.

Here’s something to keep in mind that will help you relax when you’re engaged in evangelism.

Don’t argue. When someone disagrees with you about who Christ is, or if God exists, don’t take 
it personally. Jesus, Himself, said that if they reject you, they are really rejecting Him (Luke 
10:16). 

There’s no room for arguments in evangelism. I don’t even like to debate with people. Most of 
those “debates” aren’t very productive in evangelism, and they can actually do more harm than 
good. A good rule of thumb: arguments push the unbeliever away.
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Debates (which is a friendly word for arguments) are usually formats for each party to show how 
smart and well-read they are. Although some people are good at keeping a debate on the level of 
love and respect (and debates do have their place), debates easily end up doing the job only the 
Holy Spirit can do: bring conviction. 

I’d like to suggest another format for discussion.

Give them freedom. Instead of arguing, give the non-Christian freedom to disagree with you. 
It’s not showing weakness. In fact, it’s showing good sportsmanship. Another way to put this is 
that it’s showing the love of Christ.

1 Peter 3:15 says to always be prepared to give an answer with gentleness and respect. This 
means to provide the answer with a smile. When an unbeliever disagrees with something I said, I 
like to respond with one word, “OK.” Both of us already provided our points-of-view. 

Arguing directs their thoughts to more and more objections. Freedom to disagree directs their 
thoughts to dwelling on my point-of-view. So I like to state my case, and then give the Holy 
Spirit room to work.

Giving them freedom to disagree touches their hearts in such a way that they want to think about 
our point-of-view. Arguing shuts that door.

Our job is to provide the message, not to argue. The Holy Spirit is the One to bring the 
conviction. So smile at the disagreer. Their perspective is real to them, and our love toward them 
opens the door for the Holy Spirit to do His work. 

And instead of tense discussion, we’re able to relax and provide an atmosphere of Christ’s love. 
And it’s the expression of His love that impacts the non-Christian the most.
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18. Three Ways to Be an Overcomer

Life is hard. Wanna know how to be an overcomer? Keep reading.

Our western idea of hope is not the same as the biblical idea. Today, I could say, “I hope I don’t 
run out of gas before I reach the gas station.” But the authors of the Bible voiced a different kind 
of hope. One that would not fail.

Peter wrote about this kind of hope: 

[Be Holy] Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be 
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. (1 Peter 1:13)

Peter did not say, “Let’s just hope Jesus comes back and resolves all this mess–let’s just hope for 
the best.” There’s no joy with this kind of hope. 

Instead, his premise was, “Place your hope in this promise: Jesus is coming back. So keep the 
faith; keep working as unto Him; don’t give in to the evil temptation to quit.” And this promise 
was out of His grace. Grace is total good for us who don’t deserve it.
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This kind of hope inspires me. It motivates me to overcome. Knowing that my Savior is coming 
for me in all His grace and glory gives me the strength to keep going, keep serving, and keep 
pursuing holiness.

Here are 3 ways to be an overcomer:
1. Jesus is coming with my reward. 1 Cor. 3:10-15 tells us that Christ will reward us according 
to our faithfulness now. It’s not salvation we earn, but we do earn rewards for living a life of 
holiness. A life full of real, biblical hope. So Jesus gives me a holy motivation to overcome.

2. Jesus gives me grace now. We have a daughter battling a rare cancer. Oh, how I pray God 
will take the cancer away. He could. But He hasn’t, yet. What He has done, though, is shower us 
with His grace to endure. And this is enough grace to thrive, not just survive. Jesus promises to 
give us grace to overcome.

3. Jesus gives me a sound mind. Paul told this to Timothy in 2 Tim. 1:7,”For the Spirit God 
gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.” Self-discipline 
comes from a sound mind. 

We often become what we think about the most. If I think to myself that everything is bad, then 
I’ll be easily overtaken by fear. This is not from the Spirit of God. What He gives is a sound 
mind that thinks on truth. Jesus, Who is Truth, sets us free from fear, torment, and misery. 
Thinking on truth enables us to overcome.

Motivation. Grace. Truth. As those who are trusting Jesus as our Savior, we can persevere to the 
end. We can overcome. We can keep going, and we can and must inspire other believers to 
follow.

This is how we overcome. This is how we roll.
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19. Three Ways Evangelism is an Act of Worship

I love how our worship pastor leads us in worship. There’s definitely a difference between 
leading in a song vs. leading in worship, and Robin Zaruba has mastered the art of creating the 
atmosphere where God is the center and only audience.

But worship doesn’t stop on Sunday. We worship in many ways, and evangelism is not the least! 
In fact, worship can occur in the most unusual ways. Take Abraham, for example, in Genesis 
21:2, 4-5 –

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”
4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his 
servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then 
we will come back to you.” 

Honestly, this convicts me. 

Abraham considered this an act of worship despite how he might have viewed God’s command. 
While there’s a host of things to say about this passage, I’d like to offer 3 comments about it. At 
the risk of sounding negative, I want to begin with 3 misconceptions that we may have about 
worship.

Misconception #1: Worship is not based on my opinion of the method. Surely, Abraham had an 
opinion of God’s direction. I could hear him think, “But You’ve given me promises regarding 
Isaac! This doesn’t make any sense!” Nevertheless, Abraham obeyed. There are no comments in 
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Scripture of him questioning God. God doesn’t ask for our opinion, but for our obedience. 
Worship is an act of obedience.

Misconception #2: Worship is not based on fulfilling my desires. Abraham, most likely, grew up 
in a culture where human sacrifice was common. So perhaps that’s why he didn’t think this 
commandment was so strange. However, this doesn’t mean he didn’t love his son, and it doesn’t 
mean he didn’t have the intense desire to sacrifice something/someone else. But Abraham 
considered it an act of worship to sacrifice his desires in order to obey God. Worship, indeed, is 
an act of sacrifice.

Misconception #3: Worship is not based on how I feel. There are many times when I don’t feel 
like worshiping. I can’t imagine what Abraham felt as he tied up Isaac. Looking into the 
confused eyes of his son must have been torture. But Abraham knew God’s promise of a nation 
coming through Isaac. And he trusted in God despite how he felt about the issue. For Abraham, 
worship was an act of trust.

So it is with evangelism. When we view evangelism as an act of worship, rather than a chore, 
then our perspective changes. There’s more passion for telling the truth about Jesus with 
someone.

And evangelism is worship when we realize it as…

• an act of obedience,
• an act of sacrifice,
• an act of trust.

God has never asked for our opinion on evangelism, but for our obedience.

God calls us to sacrifice our desires which could easily distract us from evangelism.

God wants us to trust Him despite how we may feel about evangelism.

Indeed, evangelism is an act of worship!
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