
The COVID-19 pandemic demands the rapid upskill of 
the nursing workforce in order to manage an anticipated 
surge in emergency presentations with acute respiratory 
problems and/or failure.

This online short course has been specifically designed as a rapid upskill 
program to support registered nurses (RNs) caring for critically ill patients 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Ten self-paced modules provide online active learning with self-
assessment focused on the care of the patient with acute respiratory 
failure and sepsis. Also included are 12 case studies and six simulator 
case studies to further reinforce learning.

Designed for

Registered nurses working in the acute care setting who need to develop 
foundational knowledge required to safely assess, plan and provide 
supportive care to patients with acute respiratory failure as a result of 
COVID-19 infection. In addition, allied health and medical practitioners 
may find this course relevant to their practice.  

Critical Care Essentials for Nurses

  For more information, contact us at go.unimelb.edu.au/f6si

Convenience
Mobile and desktop friendly,  
access anywhere, anytime

Reinforcement
Delivers easily digestible 
core knowledge

Ongoing Support
We provide technical assistance 
and enquiry support



Delivery Mode
Fully online

Course fees
AUD $165 (incl. GST)

Entry requirements
The course is designed to support 
registered nurses who will be caring 
for critically ill patients with respiratory 
failure due to COVID-19 in critical care 
areas in the acute hospital setting.  
In addition, allied health and medical 
practitioners may find this course 
relevant to their practice.  

 How to apply
        go.unimelb.edu.au/f6si

Learning outcomes
By the end of the ten modules and case studies learners will 
be able to:

• Apply evidence to the nursing assessment and management of patients 
with acute respiratory failure and a systemic inflammatory response

• Identify core risks and control measures implemented to safely care for 
critically ill patients

Course structure
Course completion requires approximately 20 hours of e-learning 
which after successful completion, you will be issued with a certificate 
verifying 20 hours CPD.

Each of the ten online modules is one hour of learning focused on 
achieving learning outcomes. Practice and safety alerts are drawn from 
key current guidelines to support practice. The modules draw from 
case studies to move through the critical care patient journey from their 
presentation with acute respiratory and/or haemodynamic deterioration.

1. Core principles in assessing severe acute respiratory infection

2. Management of hypoxic respiratory failure 

3. Arterial blood gas analysis and interpretation

4. Airway management using rapid sequence intubation

5. Invasive ventilation principles

6. Invasive ventilation management 

7. Haemodynamic monitoring

8. Haemodynamic support

9. Care of the sedated and ventilated patient

10. Specific guidelines for the management of sepsis in COVID-19

Assessment 
The course will require participants to attain the following:

• successfully complete all 10 modules (evidence as marked as “complete”)

• achieve 80% correct answer for Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) across all  
modules (total of 50 questions) with a maximum of 5 attempts

• completion of all case studies.
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