
                 
What is   
Icebreaker: Which US state has a coastline? 
 
Main Passage: Acts 12:1-24 
 
Big Idea:  History belongs to the people who pray. 
 
Herod’s were impressive and intimidating.  But many of the Jews opposed their 
leadership of brutality and oppression.  Until the Jewish leaders saw how he 
could be used to possibly stop the Gospel movement of the early church. 
 
Point 1.  Stop being impressed with Herod 

• How many Herod’s are mentioned in the Bible? 
• Who was Herod during Jesus’ time?  What order did he give at the time of 

Jesus’ birth? 
• Who was the Herod in Acts 12? 
• Who are some of the people in our culture that have celebrity status and 

are idolized?  Why do you think people are fascinated with or idolize these 
individuals? 

• What about you?  Who gets your attention or who impresses you?  Why? 
 
Point 2.  Start being impressed with God 
Psa. 97:5, 147:5; 1 Chron. 29:11; Isa. 40:26; Jer. 32:17 

• How many kings did Daniel serve under? 
• What marks Daniel’s life that separated him from others who served in the 

king’s palace as magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers? 
• Was Daniel wealthy?  What do historians believe about his financial 

legacy? 
 
Point 3.  Herod is strong; God is stronger; but we tap into that power when 
we bathe things in prayer 

• What is the noticeable difference between what happened to James 
verses what happened to Peter in Acts 12? 

• How can we tap into the power of God in prayer? 
• How would you describe earnest prayers? 
• What can you bathe in prayer this week?  What scriptures are you 

memorizing to help you do this? 
 
Application:  Consider the end 

• Prov. 14:12 
• Herod’s will always end in destruction 
• There is coming a day when: We will all stand before the judgment seat of 

Christ. (2 Cor 5:10) 
 


