
 
                 What is   
Icebreaker:  If you had to choose between these two careers, which choice 
would you make?  A Lawyer?  A Judge? 
 
Main Passage: James 5:12 
 
Big Idea:  Truth-telling is faith in action.  Deception is doubt in action. 
 
We struggle with telling the truth.  The statistics estimate that people lie 100 to 
150 times a day.  It’s easy because we live in a culture whose native language is 
lies. 
 
Point 1:  Truth-telling is faith in action 
READ Mt. 5:33-37 

• How does Jesus’ address oaths and swearing?  What point is He making? 
• Why did God give the Old Testament laws concerning oaths?  What did 

He want people to consider before coming into verbal agreement? 
• How can we be a people who regular practice truth-telling? 
• Will telling the truth always be a positive thing?  Why or why not? 
• Do you need to repent of any lie that you have spoken recently? 

 
Point 2.  Deception is doubt in action 
READ Jn. 8:42-47 

• Who is Jesus’ disputing in this passage?  What has blindsided them and 
caused them to be deceived? 

• What specifics are revealed about the devil?  Can you locate other 
passages that give us insight into his characteristics? 

• Give explanation to the following:  respect, integrity, honesty. 
• What does it take to be a community of people who want to build their 

reputation on the values of their relationship with God? 
 

Application:  Tell the truth and let it go 
• If you are the person that always tells the truth, people will eventually 

figure this out and trust you. 
• Keep boundaries.  Know your limitations and do those things that keep 

you in harmony with God’s will for this season in your life.  Let your “yes” 
be “yes” and your “no” be “no.” 

• Jesus is not trying to create new rules, but new people. 


