
                 
What is   
Icebreaker:  When you purchase a new item that has illustrations to assembly, 
do you read through it all or try to figure it out on your own? 
 
Main Passage: Nehemiah 8:1-5 
 
Big Idea: If you never get to the problem of what’s wrong, you’ll never get 
to the solution of why it’s wrong. 
 
Nehemiah understood the problem his people faced and set about a plan to do 
something about it.  His knowledge of God’s Word was the springboard for his 
action.  The only way for the people to understand who they were and who God 
had called them to be, was to hear the Word of God. 
 
Point 1.  Open the Book – we are lost without His Word 

• What descriptions are given in this passage that explains the scene to 
help us understand the people? 

• Who is Ezra and what is his role? 
• How did the people respond to the reading?  What stands out to you? 
• Do you remember your first Bible?  Who gave it to you or how did you get 

one? 
• What does this statement mean, “The bible is the infallible word of God?” 

 
Point 2. Receive the Joy – we are weak without His joy 

• Why did the people mourn and weep? 
• How does God’s Word convict but not restrict?  Give example. 
• What happens when we lament and repent?  What needs to happen next?   
• How can you increase your joy quotient? 

 
Point 3.  Create the Rhythms – what’s gonna go in your box? 
The Feast of Tabernacle (Booths) had not been celebrated in over 1,000 years.  
But God created rhythms, remembrances, and celebrations. 

• What happens during the Feast of Tabernacles?  What was its purpose?  
How many days did it last? 

• Can you list good “institutions” that are found in scriptures that we need to 
practice? 

 
Application: 

• Open the Book – commit to bible time with your friends and family once a 
week 

• Go to Church 
• Be the Church 

 


