
                 
What is   
Icebreaker:  What sticks out to you from this sermon series? 
 
Main Passage: Matthew 28:16-21 
 
Big Idea:  Live Green with Authority 
 
In Acts 19 the seven sons of Sceva loved the power that was on display by the disciples 
of Jesus, and they wanted to use it.  But they didn’t understand the levels of authority in 
the demonic realm or the lordship to Jesus that was necessary to engage in spiritual 
warfare.  The result for all of them was overpowered, beaten, and fleeing. 
 
Point 1.  Proximity of Jesus 
Heb. 1:1-4 

• How did the early church demonstrate power in society, culture, 
relationships, and in their personal lives? 

• Do you think the church is practicing this today?  Why or why not? 
• What happens when we are close to Jesus?  Why is proximity important to 

our relationship with Him? 
 
Point 2. Promotion of Jesus 
Lk. 4:36; Jn. 5:30; Dan. 7:13-14; Phil. 2:8-11 
READ Mat. 4:8-10 and 28:16-20 

• What stands out between these two passages concerning authority? 
• What did Jesus do and what has he told us to do? 

The struggle to get authority takes obedience and intimacy with God. 
• Temptation is real for all of us, so what does it take to resist it and 

overcome? 
• How do you know if an opportunity that presents itself is right or wrong for 

you?  What actions do you take to figure this out? 
 
Point 3.  Power from Jesus 
Jn. 20:21; Act 19:13-16 
Satan’s primary attack against us is aimed at our self-image. 

• Why is understanding the power of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer 
important? 

• Do you operate in the power of Jesus in your personal life?  Why or why 
not? 

• How would you define spiritual freedom or liberation?  Give practical 
examples. 

Application:   
• God has wired you in a special way so walk in your authority 
• Commissioning to teach and reach others comes from Jesus’ authority in 

your life.  Use your authority for the good of others 


