
                 
What is   
Icebreaker:  Did you watch the movie Shawshank Redemption?  If so, what part 
stood out to you? 
 
Main Passage: Isa. 40:1-6 
Lk. 22:31-32; Phil. 1:6; Mk. 1:15 
 
Big Idea:  The deeper you go in the GOSPEL, the greater the reach of your 
faith. 
Isaiah wrote when Israel had been in a sifting season as a nation.  The temple 
laid in ruins and destruction surrounded the people. They were weeping and 
mourning what was lost.  The first thirty-nine chapters give explanation for 
Israel’s bondage, then chapter forty and beyond introduces the suffering servant.  
A Messiah will come. 
 
Point 1.  Comfort, comfort my people says your God.  Speak Tenderly. 

• What had happened in Israel that caused the nation to encounter 
destruction? 

• What task was Isaiah given during this time? 
• In our culture, do you think the church is going through a time of sifting?  

Why or why not? 
• Do you think the believers around you are struggling with trusting God? 
• Are you being sifted?  Tested?  Encountering trials? 

 
Point 2.  Her warfare is ended, her iniquity is pardoned. 

• Repentance is needed when . . . .? 
• What’s the difference between the “good advice” of the Gospel, and the 

“good news” of salvation?  How do we know we are saved? 
 
Point 3.  She has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
What religion does, it mechanical controls you. 

• How can we avoid being religious without a genuine relationship with 
Jesus? 

• How do we recognize our position in Christ?  Why is this transformational? 
 
Point 4.  Glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 

• What person in the New Testament fulfilled this prophetic promise 
(verse3)? 

• In ancient times, how did they prepare the way for the King to travel?  
What needed to happen first? 

Application:  Repent and believe the Gospel 
• Repenting is the pathway for the King to come into our lives. 
• Be willing to expose secret sins and repent.  That’s the only way to 

freedom. 


