
 
                 What is  Microchurch? 
Icebreaker:  How would you describe your clothing choices?  Do you like to 
dress up and look sharp/stylish or dress down and be comfy? 
 
Main Passage: James 1:16-18 
 
Big Idea:  We cannot let our situation dictate how we view our God.  We 
must let our God dictate how we view our situation. 
 
Deception from the enemy is always going to try to end with a wedge between 
the truth of who God is and your belief in that truth. Satan wants to wreck your 
faith and your trust in God. 
 
Point 1:  Don’t be deceived 
READ Gen. 1:28, 2:16-17, 3:1-5 

• What was the first instruction Adam received from God?   
• What was the first command in regard to eating in the garden? 
• What was Adam and Eve free to do? 
• How did the serpent use deception when approaching Adam and Eve with 

regards to the instructions of God? 
• How does Satan use the same tactic today?  How can we recognize this 

maneuver against us and respond differently? 
 
Point 2.  Don’t be deceived, God is good 
Cynicism is the coping mechanism of earth. 

• Why do we doubt God’s goodness at times? 
• How can religion be deceptive?  What does that look like?  How is that 

revealed in someone life? 
• What is true religion? 

 
Point 3.  Don’t be deceived, God is good because you can trust Him 
In Gk. “teleion” is perfect, complete in all its parts, full grown, going through the 
necessary stages to reach the end goal, especially of the completeness of 
Christian character. 

• How does the Bible reveal the perfections of God? 
• What does it mean that God does not change like shifting shadows? 
• How would you describe your history with God? 

 
Point 4.  Don’t be deceived, God is good because you can trust Him and 
because He is with you 
James is writing to the early church that was under persecution.   
Are they going to believe that God has abandoned them in their persecution? 
Has God left them to be consumed by their enemies? Did He take His hand of 



protection off of them to be devoured by the Roman opposition?  No, God can be 
trusted in all things. 

• What lens should we look through when facing trials? 
• How can our trials, even severe times of testing, be a road to victory? 
• What happens to us when we experience the presence of the Lord?  How 

does that strengthen our faith? 
 
Application:   

• See the little nuances of your life into the greater narrative of God 
• Find a scripture to memorize this week and use it in prayer 
• Remember to be thankful for the small and big things in your life 

 


