
                 What is a Microchurch? 

 
 
Matthew 20:1-16, Deut. 28:47-48 
 
Jesus tells stories and parables because He is after your heart, not your head.  

• What do parables do that cause heart involvement?  
• Why do you think Jesus chose to tell truth in parables? 
• What are your initial thoughts and reactions to this story?  
• How would you have responded as the person receiving a denari (days wage) 

after working for only an hour? 
• How would you have honestly responded as the person receiving a denari (days 

wage) after working all day in this scenario?  
 

The Kingdom of Heaven is available to anyone who is willing to come in.  
• Are you ok with that statement? Why or why not? 
• What about someone like Hitler? Or a child molester?  

o Do some honest self-reflection. Is there a “limit” to who you feel are 
worthy of receiving this grace?  

o What does this say about how you view grace? About God? 
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is not a wage; it is a gift.  
There are two ways to view this:  

1. Performance based contract. These are the people who are think God owes 
them something, that avoid big sins, that think they are good and deserve grace.  

2. Trust based relationship. These people have a relationship with God that is 
based on nothing but trust and faith in the Master.  

• Where in your life is this easy for you to accept and live in a trust-based 
relationship with God? 

• Where is this hard for you to accept the trust-based relationship and fall 
into a performance-based contract perspective with God and your faith? 

 
4 Signs of Performance Based Contract Theology 

 
1. A joyless heart 

• Where do you want more joy in your life? 
• Read Deut. 28:47-48. What does this say about how important joy is to 

the Lord? 
2. A grumbling attitude 

• You know you’ve been in the vineyard too long when you begin to 
grumble. Where do you grumble?  

• We tend to find people who grumble with us. Who is your grumbling 
crew? How can you reverse the propensity to grumble with these people? 

3. An envious heart 
• Where does envy break out in your life? 
• How do you deal with envy in a godly way? 

  



4. A cancel culture 
 
We would rather cancel out others then give them the limelight.  
We want to be judged on our intentions while we judge others on their actions. When we 
are doing bad, we really want grace. When we are doing good, we want to judge others 
by what they do.  
 
Grace doesn’t mean you are first or last; grace means you simply stop counting.  

• How do we get to the point where we can truly rejoice over the grace of God in 
other’s lives? 


