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Staff Discussion  
Going Deeper

Scripture Reflection
s t e p  o n e

As a staff, take a few moments to sit in total silence. Silence is a rare 
commodity and central to how God speaks with us.

s t e p  t w o

After some time in silence, have one person read the following scripture aloud:

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 6 v.19 - 21

“ D o  n o t  s t o r e  u p  f o r  y o u r s e l v e s  t r e a s u r e s  o n  e a r t h , 
w h e r e  m o t h s  a n d  v e r m i n  d e s t r o y ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h i e v e s 
b r e a k  i n  a n d  s t e a l .  B u t  s t o r e  u p  f o r  y o u r s e l v e s 
t r e a s u r e s  i n  h e a v e n ,  w h e r e  m o t h s  a n d  v e r m i n  d o  n o t 
d e s t r o y ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h i e v e s  d o  n o t  b r e a k  i n  a n d  s t e a l . 
F o r  w h e r e  y o u r  t r e a s u r e  i s ,  t h e r e  y o u r  h e a r t  w i l l  b e 
a l s o . .

s t e p  t h r e e

Now, take a few moments in silence and then read it one more time.

Questions for Small Group Discussion

Q u e s t i o n  o n e

What does the concept of ‘treasures’ teach us about values? How do our 

deepest values direct our attitudes and behaviours and show us what matters 

to us?

Q u e s t i o n  T w o

At this stage of its development as a community how does your school reflect 

the inner dynamic between values, attitudes and behaviours? If you look at 

the general tone of behaviour across the whole school community what is it 

telling you about individual people’s attitudes and values? Is Jesus being given 

a chance to shape those values?

“A i m  at  h e a v e n  a n d  y o u 
w i l l  g e t  e a r t h  t h r o w n 
i n .  A i m  at  e a r t h  a n d 
y o u  g e t  n e i t h e r .” 

c . s . l e w i s
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s t e p  o n e

Take a moment to read the following quote from Lay 
Catholics In Schools - Witnesses to Faith.

“ I d e a l ly ,  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  w i l l  g r a d u a l ly  b e 
m o t i va t e d  b y ,  a n d  f l o w  o u t  o f ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  fa i t h  o f 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t . ”

s t e p  t w o  -  G r o u p  D i s c u s s i o n  Q u e s t i o n

If the statement above is true then perhaps the most powerful thing we could 

do as staff to create a harmonious and positive school culture would be to 

focus more upon the faith formation and evangelization of students. What 

could we try that would give students a deeper and more regular encounter 

with Jesus so that this process could unfold?

“ G o d  d o e s  n o t  a s k  o f 
u s  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f 
t o m o r r o w ,  n o r  e v e n  o f 
t o n i g h t ,  b u t  o n ly  o f  t h e 
p r e s e n t  m o m e n t .” 

s t .  m a d e l i n e  s o p h i e  b a r at

Closing Prayer

Dear Jesus,

We pray this week that you would keep us mindful of 

the beautiful relationship between time spent with you 

encountering your values and how that experience will shape 

our attitudes and behaviours.

We pay also that we would be blessed with the grace over 

time to teach this to our students through courageous and 

forthright teaching but also through the lived example of your 

lives.

Let us not teach what we have not lived but rather draw us 

personally into an encounter with you so that we cannot keep 

silent and seek to share you with each student we serve.

We ask this in your Holy name.

Amen
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