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Staff Discussion  
Going Deeper

Scripture Reflection
s t e p  o n e

As a staff, take a few moments to sit in total silence. Silence is a rare 
commodity and central to how God speaks with us.

s t e p  t w o

After some time in silence, have one person read the following scripture aloud:

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 19: 16 - 22

J u s t  t h e n  a  m a n  c a m e  u p  t o  J e s u s  a n d  a s k e d ,  T e a c h e r , 
w h a t  g o o d  t h i n g  m u s t  I  d o  t o  g e t  e t e r n a l  l i f e ? “ W h y 
d o  y o u  a s k  m e  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  g o o d ?  J e s u s  r e p l i e d .  T h e r e 
i s  o n ly  O n e  w h o  i s  g o o d .  I f  y o u  wa n t  t o  e n t e r  l i f e , 
k e e p  t h e  c o m m a n d m e n t s . W h i c h  o n e s ?  h e  i n q u i r e d . J e s u s 
r e p l i e d ,  Y o u  s h a l l  n o t  m u r d e r ,  y o u  s h a l l  n o t  c o m m i t 
a d u lt e r y ,  y o u  s h a l l  n o t  s t e a l ,  y o u  s h a l l  n o t  g i v e  fa l s e 
t e s t i m o n y ,   h o n o r  y o u r  fa t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r , ’  a n d  ‘ l o v e 
y o u r  n e i g h b o r  a s  y o u r s e l f . ’  “A l l  t h e s e  I  h a v e  k e p t , ”  t h e 
y o u n g  m a n  s a i d .  “ W h a t  d o  I  s t i l l  l a c k ? ”
J e s u s  a n s w e r e d ,  “ I f  y o u  wa n t  t o  b e  p e r f e c t ,  g o ,  s e l l 
y o u r  p o s s e s s i o n s  a n d  g i v e  t o  t h e  p o o r ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  h a v e 
t r e a s u r e  i n  h e a v e n .  T h e n  c o m e ,  f o l l o w  m e . W h e n  t h e 
y o u n g  m a n  h e a r d  t h i s ,  h e  w e n t  a wa y  s a d ,  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d 
g r e a t  w e a lt h .
s t e p  t h r e e

Now, take a few moments in silence and then read it one more time.

Questions for Small Group Discussion

Q u e s t i o n  o n e

What do you think are some of the main reasons that make it hard for  today’s 

young people to respond to Jesus’ invitation to relationship with him?

Q u e s t i o n  T w o

How do you share your faith with students? Do you find it easy to share with 

them or not? What barriers or blockages make it hard for you to talk to them 

about God, the Gospel or the gifts of God in your own life?

“ T h e  w o r l d  d i v o r c e d 
f r o m  t h e  G o d  w h o 
c r e at e d  a n d  r e d e e m e d  i t 
i n e v i ta b ly  c o m e s  t o  a  b a d 
e n d .  I t ’ s  o n  t h e  w r o n g 
s i d e  o f  t h e  o n ly  h i s t o r y 
t h at  f i n a l ly  m at t e r s .” 

c a r d i n a l  r o b e r t  g e o r g e
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s t e p  o n e

Take a moment to read the following quote from Lay 
Catholics In Schools - Witnesses to Faith.

“ P e o p l e  a r e  m a d e  f o r  h a p p i n e s s .  R i g h t ly ,  t h e n ,  y o u 
t h i r s t  f o r  h a p p i n e s s .  C h r i s t  h a s  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s 
d e s i r e  o f  y o u r s .  B u t  h e  a s k s  y o u  t o  t r u s t  h i m .  T r u e 
j o y  i s  a  v i c t o r y ,  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  o b ta i n e d 
w i t h o u t  a  l o n g  a n d  d i f f i c u lt  s t r u g g l e .  C h r i s t  h o l d s 
t h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h i s  v i c t o r y . ” 

j o h n  pa u l  i i  -  m e s s a g e  t o  y o u n g  p e o p l e  WYD    2 0 0 2

s t e p  t w o

John Paul II clearly identifies Christ as the source of the happiness that 

young people seek. How effective is your school at bringing young people 

into an encounter with Jesus? What more could be done? What needs to be 

resourced? What strategies could be attempted?

“ T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  G o d 
i s  w o r s e  t h a n  m at e r i a l 
p o v e r t y  b e c a u s e  i t  k i l l s 
e v e r y  f i r m  h o p e  a n d 
l e a v e s  t h e  p e r s o n  a l o n e 
w i t h  h i s  pa i n .” 
a r c h b i s h o p  pa u l  c o r d e s

Closing Prayer

Dear Lord,

We thank you for the gift of each student in our school 

community. Even those that are wounded and resistant to love 

are your precious children. 

Give us a the grace to take your good news to them with 

courage and gentleness and wisdom. Give us the insight and 

spiritual sensitivity to know how and when to share with them 

more of whom you are and of your desire to see them swept 

up in your great adventure of redemption and purpose and 

happiness.

Give us the hunger also to go deeper into an encounter with 

you ourselves. Remind us each day that we cannot give what 

we have not received.

We make this prayer in your name.

Amen
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