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STAFF DISCUSSION  
Going Deeper

Scripture Reflection
s t e p  o n e

As a staff, take a few moments to sit in total silence. Silence is a rare 
commodity and central to how God speaks with us.

s t e p  t w o

After some time in silence, have one person read the following scripture aloud:

A Reading from The Gospel of Matthew Chapter 10 28 - 31

D o  n o t  b e  a f r a i d  o f  t h o s e  w h o  k i l l  t h e  b o d y  b u t  c a n n o t  k i l l 
t h e  s o u l .  R at h e r ,  b e  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  O n e  w h o  c a n  d e s t r o y  b o t h 
s o u l  a n d  b o d y  i n  h e l l .  2 9  A r e  n o t  t w o  s pa r r o w s  s o l d  f o r  a 
p e n n y ?  Y e t  n o t  o n e  o f  t h e m  w i l l  fa l l  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  o u t s i d e 
y o u r  F at h e r ’ s  c a r e .  3 0  A n d  e v e n  t h e  v e r y  h a i r s  o f  y o u r  h e a d 
a r e  a l l  n u m b e r e d .  3 1  S o  d o n ’ t  b e  a f r a i d ;  y o u  a r e  w o r t h  m o r e 
t h a n  m a n y  s pa r r o w s .

s t e p  t h r e e

Now, take a few moments in silence and then read it one more time.

Questions for Small Group Discussion

Q u e s t i o n  o n e

What does this scripture suggest about God’s attitude to the value and dignity 

of every human person? What are the implications for your school?

Q u e s t i o n  T w o

How is your school currently doing well in valuing the dignity of each person? 
What could be done even better or changed completely?

“ I n  t h e  s i l e n c e  o f  t h e 
h e a r t  G o d  s p e a k s .  I f 
y o u  fa c e  G o d  i n  p r ay e r 
a n d  s i l e n c e ,  G o d  w i l l 
s p e a k  t o  y o u .  T h e n 
y o u  w i l l  k n o w  t h at 
y o u  a r e  n o t h i n g .  I t  i s 
o n ly  w h e n  y o u  r e a l i z e 
y o u r  n o t h i n g n e s s , 
y o u r  e m p t i n e s s ,  t h at 
G o d  c a n  f i l l  y o u  w i t h 
H i m s e l f .  S o u l s  o f 
p r ay e r  a r e  s o u l s  o f 
g r e at  s i l e n c e .”
M o t h e r  T e r e s a .
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s t e p  o n e

Take a moment to read the following quote from Lay 
Catholics in Schools - Witnesses to Faith (18)

“ I t  ( T h e  H u m a n  P e r s o n  C o n c e p t )  i s  a  c o n c e p t  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s 
a  d e f e n c e  o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  b u t  a l s o  at t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  h u m a n 
p e r s o n  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  a  c h i l d  o f  G o d ;  i t  at t r i b u t e s  t h e  f u l l e s t 
l i b e r t y ,  f r e e d  f r o m  s i n  i t s e l f  b y  C h r i s t ,  t h e  m o s t  e x a lt e d 
d e s t i n y ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  a n d  t o ta l  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  G o d 
H i m s e l f ,  t h r o u g h  l o v e .  I t  e s ta b l i s h e s  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  p o s s i b l e 
r e l at i o n s h i p  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  a m o n g  a l l  p e r s o n s ;  t h r o u g h  m u t u a l 
l o v e  a n d  a n  e c c l e s i a l  c o m m u n i t y .  I t  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  f u l l e s t 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l l  t h at  i s  h u m a n . . .”

s t e p  t w o

How is your school calling for the ‘fullest development of all that is human’ and 

how is it helping to build ‘solidarity among all persons?”

“ I  h a v e  b e e n  d r i v e n  m a n y 
t i m e s  u p o n  m y  k n e e s  b y  t h e 
o v e r w h e l m i n g  c o n v i c t i o n 
t h at  I  h a d  n o  w h e r e  e l s e 
t o  g o .  M y  o w n  w i s d o m 
a n d  t h at  o f  a l l  a b o u t  m e 
s e e m e d  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r 
t h at  d ay .”
A b r a h a m  l i n c o l n

Closing Prayer

Dear Lord,

This week we pray for a deeper revelation in our hearts of the 

value and dignity of every human person in our community.

Help us to mindful and present to the miracle that is very 

human life that we encounter today.

Help us, we pray to truly begin to see each person ass your son 

or daughter made in your image.

We ask this in your Holy Name.

Amen.
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