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STAFF DISCUSSION  
Going Deeper

Scripture Reflection
s t e p  o n e

As a staff, take a few moments to sit in total silence. Silence is a rare 
commodity and central to how God speaks with us.
After some time in silence, have one person read the following scripture aloud:

A Reading from the Gospel of John Chapter 3 v 16 - 17

3 1  “ W h e n  t h e  S o n  o f  M a n  c o m e s  i n  h i s  g l o r y ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  a n g e l s 
w i t h  h i m ,  h e  w i l l  s i t  o n  h i s  g l o r i o u s  t h r o n e .  3 2  A l l  t h e  n a t i o n s 
w i l l  b e  g a t h e r e d  b e f o r e  h i m ,  a n d  h e  w i l l  s e pa r a t e  t h e  p e o p l e  o n e 
f r o m  a n o t h e r  a s  a  s h e p h e r d  s e pa r a t e s  t h e  s h e e p  f r o m  t h e  g o a t s .  3 3 
H e  w i l l  p u t  t h e  s h e e p  o n  h i s  r i g h t  a n d  t h e  g o a t s  o n  h i s  l e f t .

3 4  “ T h e n  t h e  K i n g  w i l l  s a y  t o  t h o s e  o n  h i s  r i g h t ,  ‘ C o m e ,  y o u  w h o 
a r e  b l e ss  e d  b y  m y  F a t h e r ;  ta k e  y o u r  i n h e r i ta n c e ,  t h e  k i n g d o m 
p r e pa r e d  f o r  y o u  s i n c e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  3 5  F o r  I  wa s 
h u n g r y  a n d  y o u  g a v e  m e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t ,  I  wa s  t h i r s t y  a n d  y o u  g a v e 
m e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d r i n k ,  I  wa s  a  s t r a n g e r  a n d  y o u  i n v i t e d  m e  i n ,  3 6  I 
n e e d e d  c l o t h e s  a n d  y o u  c l o t h e d  m e ,  I  wa s  s i c k  a n d  y o u  l o o k e d  a f t e r 
m e ,  I  wa s  i n  p r i s o n  a n d  y o u  c a m e  t o  v i s i t  m e . ’

3 7  “ T h e n  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  w i l l  a n sw  e r  h i m ,  ‘ L o r d ,  w h e n  d i d  w e  s e e  y o u 
h u n g r y  a n d  f e e d  y o u ,  o r  t h i r s t y  a n d  g i v e  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d r i n k ? 
3 8  W h e n  d i d  w e  s e e  y o u  a  s t r a n g e r  a n d  i n v i t e  y o u  i n ,  o r  n e e d i n g 
c l o t h e s  a n d  c l o t h e  y o u ?  3 9  W h e n  d i d  w e  s e e  y o u  s i c k  o r  i n  p r i s o n 
a n d  g o  t o  v i s i t  y o u ? ’

4 0  “ T h e  K i n g  w i l l  r e p ly ,  ‘ T r u ly  I  t e l l  y o u ,  w h a t e v e r  y o u  d i d  f o r  o n e 
o f  t h e  l e a s t  o f  t h e s e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  o f  m i n e ,  y o u  d i d  f o r  m e . ’

4 1  “ T h e n  h e  w i l l  s a y  t o  t h o s e  o n  h i s  l e f t ,  ‘ D e pa r t  f r o m  m e ,  y o u  w h o 
a r e  c u r s e d ,  i n t o  t h e  e t e r n a l  f i r e  p r e pa r e d  f o r  t h e  d e v i l  a n d  h i s 
a n g e l s .  4 2  F o r  I  wa s  h u n g r y  a n d  y o u  g a v e  m e  n o t h i n g  t o  e a t ,  I  wa s 
t h i r s t y  a n d  y o u  g a v e  m e  n o t h i n g  t o  d r i n k ,  4 3  I  wa s  a  s t r a n g e r  a n d 
y o u  d i d  n o t  i n v i t e  m e  i n ,  I  n e e d e d  c l o t h e s  a n d  y o u  d i d  n o t  c l o t h e 
m e ,  I  wa s  s i c k  a n d  i n  p r i s o n  a n d  y o u  d i d  n o t  l o o k  a f t e r  m e . ’

4 4  “ T h e y  a l s o  w i l l  a n sw  e r ,  ‘ L o r d ,  w h e n  d i d  w e  s e e  y o u  h u n g r y  o r 
t h i r s t y  o r  a  s t r a n g e r  o r  n e e d i n g  c l o t h e s  o r  s i c k  o r  i n  p r i s o n ,  a n d 
d i d  n o t  h e l p  y o u ? ’

4 5  “ H e  w i l l  r e p ly ,  ‘ T r u ly  I  t e l l  y o u ,  w h a t e v e r  y o u  d i d  n o t  d o  f o r 
o n e  o f  t h e  l e a s t  o f  t h e s e ,  y o u  d i d  n o t  d o  f o r  m e . ’

4 6  “ T h e n  t h e y  w i l l  g o  a wa y  t o  e t e r n a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  b u t  t h e 
r i g h t e o u s  t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e . ”

s t e p  t w o

In small groups discuss how this Gospel story relates to your role as lay people 

and to the practical work you do each day in your school.

“The temporal order must 
be renewed in such a way 
that, without detriment 
to its own proper laws, 
it may be brought into 
conformity with the higher
principles of the Christian 
life and adapted to the 
shifting circumstances of 
time, place, and peoples 

d e c r e e  o n  t h e  a p o s t o l at e  o f  t h e 
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Going Deeper

s t e p  o n e

Take a moment to read the following quote from the 
Church documents:

“Holiness is not limited to the sanctuary or to moments of private prayer; 
it is a call to direct our whole heart and life toward God and according to 
God’s plan for this world. For the laity holiness is achieved in the midst 
of the world, in family, in community, in friendships, in work, in leisure, in 
citizenship. Through their competency and by their activity, lay men and 
women have the vocation to bring the fight of the Gospel to economic 
affairs, “so that the world may be filled with the Spirit of Christ and may 
more effectively attain its destiny in justice, in love, and in peace.

US Catholic Bishops Conference 1986 - Economic Justice For All.

s t e p  t w o

In a small group share what concept or phrase most speaks to you from the 

quote above. What is notable or special for you about it?

“The world is thy ship and 
not thy home” 
s t  t h e r e s e  o f  l i s i e u x

Closing Prayer

Dear Lord,

Thank you for the gift of vocation.

Thank you for the gift of knowing who we are in the world and 

who you call us to be.

We pray this week for a deeper awareness of our special task in 

being your hands and feet in real and practical ways.

Give us a deeper sensitivity to the needs of our students and 

parents and our colleagues gathered here with us.

Help us to pause in the busiest moments of each day and 

remind ourselves of who we are in you and what we are called 

to do in your healing plan for the world.

Amen
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