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STAFF DISCUSSION  
Going Deeper

Scripture Reflection

s t e p  o n e

As a staff, take a few moments to sit in total silence. Silence is a rare 
commodity and central to how God speaks with us.

s t e p  t w o

After some time in silence, have one person read the following scripture aloud:

A  r e a d i n g  f r o m  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  j o h n  c h a p t e r  1 5  4  -  5

“A b i d e  i n  M e ,  a n d  I  i n  y o u .  A s  t h e  b r a n c h  c a n n o t  b e a r  f r u i t  o f  i t s e l f 
u n l e s s  i t  a b i d e s  i n  t h e  v i n e ,  s o  n e i t h e r  c a n  y o u  u n l e s s  y o u  a b i d e  i n 
M e .  “ I  a m  t h e  v i n e ,  y o u  a r e  t h e  b r a n c h e s ;  h e  w h o  a b i d e s  i n  M e  a n d  I 
i n  h i m ,  h e  b e a r s  m u c h  f r u i t ,  f o r  a pa r t  f r o m  M e  y o u  c a n  d o  n o t h i n g .”

s t e p  t h r e e

Now, take a few moments in silence and the read it one more time.

Questions for Discussion

s t e p  o n e

As a staff do we feel a sense of abiding in Christ? Do we draw our strength and 
capacity each day from Him? How much time we allocate in our lives to be 
empowered, strengthened and commissioned by Him each day?  

s t e p  t w o

What would our school be like if we all decided to make Christ the focus of our 
vocation? What is holding us back? What could we do to ensure that somehow, 
each day we are growing in our relationship with Him?

“A  s o c i e t y  i n  w h i c h 
v o c at i o n  a n d  j o b  a r e 
s e pa r at e d  f o r  m o s t 
p e o p l e  g r a d u a l ly 
c r e at e s  a n  e c o n o m y 
t h at  i s  o f t e n  d e v o i d 
o f  s p i r i t ,  o n e  t h at 
f r e q u e n t ly  f i l l s  o u r 
w a l l e t s  at  t h e  c o s t  o f 
e m p t y i n g  o u r  s o u l s .
S a m  K e e n
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s t e p  o n e

Take a moment to read the following quote:

“ S w e e t e s t  L o r d ,  m a k e  m e  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e 
d i g n i t y  o f  m y  h i g h  v o c a t i o n ,  a n d  i t s  m a n y 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  N e v e r  p e r m i t  m e  t o  d i s g r a c e 
i t  b y  g i v i n g  wa y  t o  c o l d n e ss  ,  u n k i n d n e ss  ,  o r 
i m pa t i e n c e . ”

m o t h e r  t e r e s a

s t e p  t w o

Do you feel that teaching is a high vocation? What are its ‘many 

responsibilities? Can you carry out this vocation without the supernatural 

power of Christ, the sacraments, prayer and silence?

“ I  h a v e  a l w ay s  a d m i r e d 
t e a c h e r s  b e c a u s e 
t e a c h i n g ,  l i k e  t h e 
p r i e s t h o o d ,  m e d i c i n e 
a n d  w r i t i n g ,  i s  a 
v o c at i o n .  Y o u  d o n ’ t 
b e c o m e  a  t e a c h e r 
b e c a u s e  y o u  w a n t 
w e a lt h .”

f . s i o n i l  j o s e

Closing Prayer

Dear Jesus,

Give us a all a deep revelation of the dignity of our high 

vocation and its many responsibilities.

Help us to make a bold decision of the heart and spirit to 

rely less on our talent and effort alone and more upon your 

supernatural graces.

May you, who were once a teacher, teach us all how to become 

your hands and feet in this place or service and mission.

We ask this in your name.

Amen
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