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STAFF DISCUSSION  
Going Deeper

Scripture Reflection

s t e p  o n e

As a staff, take a few moments to sit in total silence. Silence is a rare 
commodity and central to how God speaks with us.

s t e p  t w o

After some time in silence, have one person read the following scripture aloud:

A  r e a d i n g  f r o m  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  j o h n  c h a p t e r  1 0  1 -  6

“ V e r y  t r u ly  I  t e l l  y o u  P h a r i s e e s ,  a n y o n e  w h o  d o e s  n o t  e n t e r  t h e 
s h e e p  p e n  b y  t h e  g at e ,  b u t  c l i m b s  i n  b y  s o m e  o t h e r  w ay ,  i s  a  t h i e f 
a n d  a  r o b b e r .   T h e  o n e  w h o  e n t e r s  b y  t h e  g at e  i s  t h e  s h e p h e r d  o f  t h e 
s h e e p .  T h e  g at e k e e p e r  o p e n s  t h e  g at e  f o r  h i m ,  a n d  t h e  s h e e p  l i s t e n  t o 
h i s  v o i c e .  H e  c a l l s  h i s  o w n  s h e e p  b y  n a m e  a n d  l e a d s  t h e m  o u t .  W h e n 
h e  h a s  b r o u g h t  o u t  a l l  h i s  o w n ,  h e  g o e s  o n  a h e a d  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  h i s 
s h e e p  f o l l o w  h i m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  k n o w  h i s  v o i c e .   B u t  t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r 
f o l l o w  a  s t r a n g e r ;  i n  fa c t ,  t h e y  w i l l  r u n  a w ay  f r o m  h i m  b e c a u s e  t h e y 
d o  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  a  s t r a n g e r ’ s  v o i c e .

s t e p  t h r e e

Now, take a few moments in silence and the read it one more time.

Questions for Discussion

s t e p  o n e

Was this week message confronting in any way? How do we feel as a staff 
about speaking with the voice of the one who sent us? Does that seem 
restrictive in some sense?  

s t e p  t w o

As a staff what are the one or two key messages you hope that your students 
might hear from the one shepherd during their time with you? What are we 
doing to make this happen? Could we be doing more?

“ W h e n  J e s u s  s a w  t h e 
c r o w d s ,  H e  w e n t  u p 
o n  t h e  m o u n ta i n ;  a n d 
a f t e r  H e  s at  d o w n ,  H i s 
d i s c i p l e s  c a m e  t o  H i m . 
H e  o p e n e d  H i s  m o u t h 
a n d  b e g a n  t o  t e a c h 
t h e m . . .  ”
m at h e w  5 : 2
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s t e p  o n e

Take a moment to read the following quote:

“A b o v e  a l l ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  t r y  t o  i n c u l c a t e 
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n s  a n d  o p t i o n s  a s  i f  t h e y 
e x p r e s s e d  C h r i s t ’ s  t e a c h i n g  a n d  t h e  l e s s o n s 
o f  h i s  l i f e .  E v e r y  c a t e c h i s t  o r  t e a c h e r  s h o u l d 
b e  a b l e  t o  a p p ly  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s 
w o r d s  o f  J e s u s ,  “ M y  t e a c h i n g  i s  n o t  m i n e ,  b u t 
h i s  w h o  s e n t  m e . ””
p o p e  j o h n  pa u l  i i  -  C at e c h e s i  t r a d e n d a e

s t e p  t w o

Similar to some of Jesus words in the Gospel the quote above can seem quite 

challenging. How do we strike a balance between ideas or opinions we hold 

dearly and the words of Jesus Himself? What can we do both individually and 

as a staff to close the gap so that our words and His are the same?
“ T r u t h  i s  n o t 
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a 
m a j o r i t y  v o t e . .”  
p o p e  b e n e d i c t  X V I

Closing Prayer

Dear Jesus,

Give us the grace this week to try in small ways to be more 

attentive to your voice through moments of silence, scripture, 

sacrament and prayer.

Help us, we pray, to grow ever more into your likeness so that 

we may speak your word authentically to our students

We ask this in your name.

Amen
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