STAFF DISCUSSION JOURNAL
Going Deeper

As a staff, take a few moments to sit in total silence. Silence is a rare
commodity and central to how God speaks with us.

Slowly read aloud this passage from the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 25

“Who except God can give
you peace? Has the world
ever been able to satisfy
the heart?”

St. Gerard Majella

Now, take a few moments in silence and the read it one more time.

This scripture highlights the need to be deeply involved in the real lives and the
real needs of real people. What are some of the issues you see as crucial in the
lives of your students? What are their deep needs and aspirations?

How effective is your school community at seeking to understand the world of
your students? Do staff know the 'smell of the sheep?”
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Take a moment to read aloud the following quote
from Pope Francis

“The priest who seldom goes out of himself ... misses out on the
best of our people, on what can stir the depths of his priestly heart.
... This is precisely the reason why some priests grow dissatisfied,
lose heart and become in a sense collectors of antiquities or
novelties — instead of being shepherds living with ‘the smell of the
sheep.’ This is what I am asking you — be shepherds with the smell
of sheep.”"

While these words come from a homily to priests how can you apply
Pope Francis insight into your work with young people?

STAFF PRAYER

“Let us all resign ourselves
into His hands, and pray that
in all things He may guide us
to do His Holy Will ... When
thoughts of this or that come |
turn to Him and say: "Only
what you will, my God. Use
me as You will.”

St. Mary Mackillop



