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Question:  
What should I do when the church office sends me a name of someone who would like to join my life group?

Answer:
First of all, it is important to remember that this is not the most effective way to add people to your group.  The 
best way to add people to your group is by you personally inviting people.  Many times, people who contact the 
office with an interest in life groups may think they want to join a group, but when actually faced with the 
opportunity, they decline it.

Here is a step by step process you can use when the church sends you a name of someone to contact:

1. Reply to the Church Office - Let the office know if you plan to contact the person or if adding the person 
may not be in the best interest of your group at the given time.  This will allow the office to find another 
group for the person if your group will not work.

2. Contact the Interested Person - Call or e-mail the person who is interested in joining a life group.  When 
you make initial contact, be sure to introduce yourself as a Life Group Leader with Gateway Church.  Ask the 
person if he or she would like to meet to talk about your life group.  Set up a meeting time and location.

3. Meet the Potential Group Member - Meeting with people interested in joining your life group prior to 
showing up at a regular group gathering has several benefits.  First, meeting face to face will ease the 
potential group member’s nerves and help him or her feel more comfortable about joining your group.  
Secondly, the potential group member will have an opportunity to ask you questions about your life group.  
Finally, it will allow you the opportunity to share about your life group and its expectations so that you and 
the potential group member can determine if your group will be a good fit.  

4. Update the Office - Once you have had an opportunity to meet with the potential group member, please 
inform the office if the person will be joining your group or if the person/couple would like a different group.  
If the person decides later not to attend your group, please inform the office of this as well.  

If you have further questions about how to connect with a potential group member, please contact Mike Barnhart 
(mbarnhart@gatewayepc.org, 419-423-5947). 
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