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First Christmas—No Ordinary People 

Connect
Have you ever wondered how God could use someone like you?

Dig
1 Corinthians 1:26-31 (NIV)
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 
wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world 
to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and 
the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It 
is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that 
is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who 
boasts boast in the Lord.” 

Matthew 1:18-25 (HCSB)
18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 
19 So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, 
decided to divorce her secretly. 

20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him 
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because 
what has been conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit.  21 She will give birth to a son, and you are 
to name Him Jesus,  b because He will save His people from their sins.” 22 Now all this took 
place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 See, the virgin will become 
pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him Immanuel, which is translated “God is 
with us.” 24 When Joseph got up from sleeping, he did as the Lord’s angel had commanded him. 
He married her  25 but did not know her intimately until she gave birth to a son.  And he named 
Him Jesus. 

Luke 16:10a (NIV)
10 Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.

Matthew 25:23 (NIV)
23 His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” 



Dig Deeper
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.

• Name some people (biblically or in your own life) who seem to be unexpected choices, 
whom God has used to carry out his mission.

• How does Paul describe the Corinthians?
• What reasoning does Paul give as to why God chooses ordinary people to do great 

things?

2. Read Matthew 1:18-25.
• Although Joseph is of the familial line of David, why might he have been an unexpected 

choice to raise Jesus?
• What were the personal and social ramifications of Mary’s pregnancy for Joseph?
• What do Joseph’s actions tell us about his character?

3.  Read Luke 16:10a and Matthew 25:23.
• We can infer that Joseph was faithful with little things because he was entrusted with 

great responsibility—raising Jesus.
• How have you (or have you not) been faithful in the details of life?
• How have you experienced the rewards of consistent faithfulness in the details of life? 
• How have you experienced the consequences of unfaithfulness in the details of life?

4.  Matthew 1:19 indicates that Joseph was a “righteous man.”
• Does that mean he was without sin?
• Do really “good people” like Joseph need a savior? Why?

Next Steps
Choose one or two specific ways you can be intentionally faithful in the details of life.
Examples may relate to: marriage, work, spiritual growth, etc.

Because God uses ordinary people, how could you be intentional to honor the ordinary 
people in your world?

New Testament Bible Reading Plan
Monday Revelation 8

Tuesday Revelation 9

Wednesday Revelation 10

Thursday Revelation 11

Friday Revelation 12


