
Gateway Life Group Questions

December 8, 2013 !
Peace: “The Lord Is Peace” !
Connect!
1. What robs you of peace?!!!
2. Where do people go for peace?!!!
Dig!
Some believe they would experience peace if their fiercest enemies were defeated. Others think 
they would have peace if only their circumstances would be calm, comfortable, and favorable. Still 
others equate happiness with peace. !!
However, peace is not achieved nor defined by any of these.!!
This week, we are going to learn about “perfect peace.” This peace can only be found in Jesus 
because the Lord is peace.!!
Let’s dig in to see what Scripture says:!!
Judges 6:1-10, 22-24 (ESV)!
1 The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord gave them into the 
hand of Midian seven years. 2 And the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and because of Midian 
the people of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the caves and the 
strongholds. 3 For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and the Amalekites and the 
people of the East would come up against them. 4 They would encamp against them and devour the 
produce of the land, as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in Israel and no sheep or ox or 
donkey. 5 For they would come up with their livestock and their tents; they would come like locusts in 
number—both they and their camels could not be counted—so that they laid waste the land as they 
came in. 6 And Israel was brought very low because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out for 
help to the Lord. 7 When the people of Israel cried out to the Lord on account of the Midianites, 8 the 
Lord sent a prophet to the people of Israel. And he said to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel: I led you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of slavery. 9 And I delivered you 
from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all who oppressed you, and drove them out 
before you and gave you their land. 10 And I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; you shall not fear 
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell.’ But you have not obeyed my voice.”!

22 Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the Lord. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord God! 
For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face.” 23 But the Lord said to him, “Peace be to 
you. Do not fear; you shall not die.” 24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord and called it, The 
Lord Is Peace. To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites.!

Isaiah 26:3 (ESV)!
3 You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.!



Dig Deeper!
1. What robbed the Israelites of their peace?!!!
2. How did God respond to the Israelite’s cry? !!!
3. How does the Israelites’ situation mirror circumstances of the Jewish people just prior to 

Christ’s birth (Luke 2)? Do you see any similarities of their situation in your own life?!!!
4. What does it look like to experience “perfect peace” in today’s world, as referred to in Isaiah 

26:3?!!!!
Optional!
1. Pastor Ben mentioned three principles in the message: (1) The Lord is always on time; (2) The 

Lord calls us; and, (3) The Lord can altar your heart.  How do these truths promote peace in your 
life?!!!!

Next Steps!
1. How does your confidence in God increase by specific aspects of God’s character and what he 

has done?!!!
2. How will you keep your mind on Christ this Christmas season?!!!!
Further Study!
Numbers 6:24-26!
Judges 6:1-40!
Luke 2:13-14!
John 14:27!
Romans 8:28-32


