
 

 

Gateway Life Group Questions 
December, 1 2013 
 

Peace: “A World Not At Peace” 
 

Connect 
1. What is your favorite part of the Christmas season? 
 
 
Dig 
Sometimes it has been communicated, consciously or subconsciously, that Christ-followers 
should not have problems if they live right. That contradicts the words of Jesus. In the world 
there is war, murder, divorce, pain, and death. At Christmas, many of us face real hurts, worry, 
and anxiety. Sometimes we blame others for the world’s and our own problems. The reality is 
that our sin is the reason the world is broken.  
 
Jesus came into this world that is not at peace on that first Christmas morning to bring a 
supernatural peace which is not based on our circumstances, but on what Christ did on the 
cross. This peace is available to us free of charge. It was expensive, costing Jesus His life, but 
He offers it freely. Receiving this peace is not based on our performance, but on Christ’s 
righteous sacrifice. 
 
Let’s dig in to see what Scripture says: 

 
Luke 2:8-14 (ESV) 
8 ”And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,14 ’Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!’” 
 
 
John 16:33 (NIV) 
33 ”I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 
 
Matthew 24:6 (ESV) 
6 “And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take 
place, but the end is not yet.” 

 
 

Matthew 11:28-29 (NIV) 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  



 

 

 

Dig Deeper 
1. Imagine you were one of the shepherds described in Luke 2:8-14. How would you have felt 

when the angel of the Lord appeared? What questions would you have had? 
 
 
 
2. According to what Pastor Craig shared on Sunday, how did the peace Jesus provided differ 

from the peace the Israelites expected? How does that play out in our lives? 
 
 
 
3. What is keeping you from experiencing Jesus’ peace? 
 
 
 
4. How can we experience the peace of Christ in a world not at peace? 
 
 
 
 
Next Steps 
1. Take time to pray as a group. Ask God to help you rest since God is near and has provided 

a supernatural peace to you. Repent of your fear, anxiety, and worry. Request that God will 
grant you peace in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
 
2. Each day this week, read John 16:33. Let this truth transform your heart. 

 
 
 
 

Further Study 
Philippians 4:4-9 


