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Not Exactly—The Tithe 

Connect
When you first started participating with a church—whether as a child or an adult—what was 
your experience with the tithe?

What is the hardest part about tithing for you?

Dig
Malachi 3:6-12 (NIV)
6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since 
the time of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. 
Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to 
return?’ 8 Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 
In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing 
me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 
this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will prevent pests from 
devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says 
the Lord Almighty. 12  “Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful 
land,” says the Lord Almighty. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV)
9 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be 
filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 



Dig Deeper
1. Read Malachi 3:6-12.

• What was God’s challenge to His people? How does this challenge apply to us today?
• How much of your money does God want? How much does God need? 
• How does God use our tithe?

2.  Read Proverbs 3:9-10 and Matthew 6:19-21.
• Why does God want us to tithe?
• What does it look like to give our firstfruits in today’s culture?
• Is there a difference between Old Testament and New Testament instructions about 

giving? What are some examples of God’s instructions about giving?
• What promises does God give to the tither?

3.  Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 15. 
• How might the tithe be considered a beginning place in terms of our giving back to God?
• What is God’s “indescribable gift”?
• How might this gift motivate us to give?

4. Our attitude and practices with the tithe can serve as a sort of spiritual diagnostic as to 
    where our hearts are toward God. An honest assessment may reveal a lack of trust, pride, 
    legalism, or a lack of generosity. 

• What do your own attitude toward and practices in tithing reveal about the state of your
   heart?

The tithe leads us to the cross because we never fully measure up. When we give, 
sometimes we do so with pride, other times we fail to give with generous, humble, and 
grateful hearts. For some of us, we view our giving with a rigid legalism and would not 
consider giving more than 10% of our income. Therefore, we need Jesus’ blood to cover 
our sins, and we need Him to transform our hearts.
• How does the tithe lead you to the cross?

Next Steps
Try the Malachi challenge:

Read Malachi 3:10 from the New Living Translation:
“10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” 
says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a 
blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!”

Will you trust God and try the Malachi challenge by tithing (10%) your income?



New Testament Bible Reading Plan
Monday 1 John 1

Tuesday 1 John 2

Wednesday 1 John 3

Thursday 1 John 4

Friday 1 John 5


