
Gateway Life Group Questions

November 10, 2013 !
Generosity: “A Test” !
Connect!
1. Describe a meaningful time when you experienced generosity, either as a giver or receiver.  

What made it meaningful?!!!
Dig!
God is the author of generosity, and He is generosity.  But sometimes our past experiences or 
current circumstances allow our spiritual enemy to put doubts in our minds about God’s 
generous nature.  We may think that God is not generous because we or people around us 
experience divorce, abuse, rape, poverty, and other hopeless states.  We tend to want to 
blame God for these tragedies, when in fact, they are a result of our sinfulness or the 
sinfulness of others in this world.!!
But being the supremely generous God He is, He sent Jesus Christ to rescue and save 
hopeless and unworthy sinners—you and me—when we put our faith in Him.  !!
God is actually the best example of generosity that exists, and He calls us to imitate His 
generous nature.  Through God’s Spirit working through Christ-followers, we are to be 
generous with all that we have: Time, talents, and treasures.  Our generosity is an indicator of 
where our hearts are; generosity is a test for our hearts.!!
Let’s look at Scripture to learn more about the generous nature of God and the “generosity 
test” of the heart that God presents.!!

2 Corinthians 8:1-12!
“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 
Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act 
of grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, 
and in our love for you — see that you excel in this act of grace also. I say this not as a 
command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. And in this matter I give my judgment: this 
benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. So now 
finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing 
it out of what you have. For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a 
person has, not according to what he does not have.”!



2 Corinthians 8:24!
“So give proof before the churches of your love and of our boasting about you to these men.”!!!

Dig Deeper!
1. What circumstances in 2 Corinthians 8:2 led the Macedonian church toward rich 

generosity?  !!!
2. What attitude toward giving does this Scripture passage recommend?!!!
3. Why is it so difficult to be generous with money? (in comparison with time, talent, etc.)!!!
4. What does it look like to excel in the grace of giving?  How is giving a grace?                    

(2 Corinthians 8:7)!!!
5. How is generosity a test? (2 Corinthians 8:8,24)!!!!
Next Steps!
1. What keeps you from being more generous?!!!
2. What will you do this week to be more generous?!!!!
Optional!
Reflect on this question:  What does your generosity say about the condition of your heart?!!!!
Future Study!
Malachi 3:8-10!
Philippians 2:3-8!
1 John 4:19!!!


