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Does God Approve of Compromising Leaders 
—Not Exactly 

Connect
Have you ever been misrepresented? How so?

Dig
Malachi 2:1-9 (NIV)
1 “And now, you priests, this warning is for you. 2 If you do not listen, and if you do not resolve to 
honor my name,” says the Lord Almighty, “I will send a curse on you, and I will curse your 
blessings. Yes, I have already cursed them, because you have not resolved to honor me. 
3 Because of you I will rebuke your descendants; I will smear on your faces the dung from your 
festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it. 4 And you will know that I have sent you this 
warning so that my covenant with Levi may continue,” says the Lord Almighty. 5 “My covenant 
was with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this called for reverence 
and he revered me and stood in awe of my name. 6 True instruction was in his mouth and 
nothing false was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned 
many from sin. 7 For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, because he is the 
messenger of the Lord Almighty and people seek instruction from his mouth. 8 But you have 
turned from the way and by your teaching have caused many to stumble; you have violated the 
covenant with Levi,” says the Lord Almighty. 9 “So I have caused you to be despised and 
humiliated before all the people, because you have not followed my ways but have shown 
partiality in matters of the law.” 

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)
9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV)
20 “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”



Dig Deeper
1. Read Malachi 2:1-9.

• What did God desire from His priests?
• Why was God dissatisfied with the priests?
• What are a few ways God’s standards are compromised among Christ-followers?
• Within your profession, family, or another setting, how might you compromise God’s 

standards?
• What causes us to compromise?

2.  Read 1 Peter 2:9 and 2 Corinthians 5:20.
• According to these passages, why are God’s standards for His priests relevant to all 

Christ-followers?
• What titles and roles are all Christ-followers given in these passages?
• What does it mean to “be reconciled to God”? What is our part in helping others in being 

”reconciled to God”?

3.  In Sunday’s sermon, Pastor Craig said we are called to represent Christ by teaching and  
     living God’s Word.

• How are you an “ambassador” or representative for God?
• What assumptions might others make about God by looking at your life?
• Describe someone in your life who represents God well. What can you learn from that 

person?

Next Steps
What is God calling you to change in order to represent Him more effectively?

There is a direct correlation between our level of reverence for God and our ability to 
represent Him more effectively. What are one or two scriptures you can meditate on this week 
that would cause you to gain appreciation for the privilege and honor it is to be reconciled to 
God and represent Him to others? 

New Testament Bible Reading Plan
Monday James 4

Tuesday James 5

Wednesday 1 Peter 1

Thursday 1 Peter 2

Friday 1 Peter 3


