
Life Group Questions

November 3, 2013 
!
Identity Theft: “Money” !
Connect!
1. To what extent are your dreams and goals driven by money?!
2. Has your desired standard of living increased over time?  If so, how?!
3. How often do you compare what you have and how much you make, to others?!!!
Dig!
Money is the number one idol in our world. It seems to affect every arena of our lives.  
Although many times we find ourselves in pursuit of money, it is not our ultimate goal.  We 
want success, possessions or security, and money provides a path to those idols.  This week, 
we will discuss the idol of money and how it can steal our identity. !!
Take time to read the following scriptures:!!

Luke 19:1-10!
“He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who Jesus 
was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. So he ran on 
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. And 
when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down, for I must stay at your house today.’ So he hurried and came down and received him 
joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, ‘He has gone in to be the guest of a man who 
is a sinner.’ And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.’ And Jesus 
said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.’”!!
Matthew 6:19-24!
“‘Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your 
whole body will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If 
then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters, for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and money.’”!!
1 Timothy 6:6-10!
“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we 
cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 



content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pangs. But as you, O man of God, flee these things. 
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.”!!!

Dig Deeper!
1. According to the scriptures above, is money evil?  !
2. What do Jesus and Paul say about the pitfalls of amassing and craving earthly treasures?  

How might the craving of money cause you to despise God?!
3. What does Paul tell Timothy to pursue instead of riches (see 1 Timothy 6:11)?!
4. How did Zacchaeus destroy the god of money?!!!
Next Steps!
1. Like Zacchaeus, how might you destroy the god of money?  (make financial amends, give to 

a specific cause, etc.)!
2. How does knowing that earthly treasure is temporary, change the way you view and manage 

money?  How does this affect your identity concerning God and money?!
3. How can we use temporal earthly treasures to build up eternal treasure in Heaven?!!!
Future Study!
Deuteronomy 14:23!
Proverbs 30:7-9!
Ecclesiastes 5:10-12!!!
Optional!
“Battle of the Indulged: An Evaluation of You and Your Possessions” by Judy Couchman!!
How are you surviving in the war against possessions?  Do you own them, or do they own you?  
Complete this evaluation to discover your battle behavior.!!
Directions!
1. Answer each question (on the next page) by placing an ‘X’ under Yes or No.!
2. Total your ‘Yes’ answers.  Find the category that matches your total.  This will tell you 

something about your relationship to possessions.!
3. Prayerfully answer the questions under your category.!!!!!!!!!



Questions!

!
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ________________!
! ! ! ! ! ! ! Total Yes Answers:  !!!
Categories!!
0-3  You ignore possessions.  Are you judgmental toward those who are materialistic?  How can you 
help others who are?!!
4-6  Possessions would like to tempt you, but have trouble doing so.  What good attitudes and 
practices should you continue?  What weak areas can be strengthened so possessions don’t tempt you?!!
7-9  Possessions are devising a workable battle plan against you.  Why do possessions have 
potential to dominate you?  How can you combat their influence?!!
10-12  Possessions have waged full-scale war against you.  How can you arm for battle?  What 
emergency strategies can you take?  Where have your defenses been weak?!!
13-15  Possessions have won.  You are materialistic.  What does God say about materialism?  Do you 
want to change?  Where can you get help?

Do you… Yes No

…own five or more credit cards?

…fail to tithe?

…often make lists of things you would like to buy?

…live above your means?

…pay bills late because you’ve overspent?

…feel reluctant to buy gifts for others?

…worry about your possessions being stolen or destroyed?

…avoid giving money away?

…feel jealous of those who have more possessions than you?

…work overtime just to earn more money to buy things?

…dislike the things you own now?

…spend lots of time shopping?

…have difficulty waiting to buy things?

…keep up on the latest trends in fashion or merchandise?

…look down on those who don’t?


