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One Brick at a Time: “Revival” !
Connect!
What are your Bible reading habits?!!!
Dig!
Nehemiah 8:1-18 (ESV)!
1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told 
Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So 
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could 
understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing 
the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men 
and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive 
to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made 
for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah 
on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and 
Meshullam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was 
above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the 
great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed 
their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, 
Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, 
Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in 
their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, 
so that the people understood the reading. !

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go 
your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, 
for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 
12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great 
rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them. !

13 On the second day the heads of fathers’ houses of all the people, with the priests and the 
Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. 14 And they 
found it written in the Law that the Lord had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel 
should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, 15 and that they should proclaim it 
and publish it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, 



wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written.” 16 So the people 
went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their 
courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the 
square at the Gate of Ephraim. 17 And all the assembly of those who had returned from the 
captivity made booths and lived in the booths, for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that 
day the people of Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. 18 And day by day, 
from the first day to the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast 
seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule. !

 !!
Dig Deeper!
1. God’s Word is alive and active. It created a response in the Jews, in the days of 

Nehemiah. It also moves us to respond, whether by obedience or disobedience.!
• Having read Nehemiah 8, make a list of what happened when God’s people heard God’s 

Word read and taught. Include references to specific verses.!
• Describe your response to reading and hearing God’s Word?!
• In what ways do you resist God changing you through His Word?!!!

2. When our sin is revealed to us there is a time for mourning and weeping, and then there is 
a time for joy and celebration because of God’s grace.!
• Why did the Jews cry? !
• Why did Nehemiah, Ezra, and the Levites tell the people not to mourn?!
• Do you mourn and weep when God reveals your sin through His Word? Why or why 

not?!
• Why did the Jews celebrate? How does that apply to you?!!!

3.  God calls us to obey His Word and proclaim it to others. !
• How did the Jews model this?!
• How does applying biblical truths affect your social life, life at work, and decisions?!
• How can reading the Bible and applying it to relationships with others restore marriages, 

families, Life Groups, and other relationships?!
• As Christ-followers we should respond to the reading or hearing of God’s Word with a 

desire to share it with others. (Matthew 28:18-20) What one thing has God taught you in 
His Word that you can share with a neighbor, co-worker, or friend?!!!!

Next Steps!
In January, we started a New Testament Bible reading plan. If you have strayed from reading 
the Bible daily, use this plan to get back into God’s Word (see this week’s plan below). !
Also, you can use the final page in this lesson as a resource for studying the Bible.!!
As you read God’s Word today and in the future, ask God to make Himself known to you, 
reveal sin in your life, and to revive your heart. Be intentional to rejoice in the Lord as you 
meditate on His Word this week.!



New Testament Bible Reading Plan!
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Monday! Titus 1

Tuesday Titus 2

Wednesday Titus 3

Thursday Philemon 1

Friday Hebrews 1



“How to Study the Bible?”!
Mike Barnhart, Life Group Director!
As Christ-followers, we know we are supposed to read the Bible. After all, it is God’s Word—His primary 
way of communicating with us. But, have you ever been taught how to read the Bible in a way that you 
can glean its truths for everyday life? If you haven’t, you’re not alone. Most of us do not know how to 
read, study, and apply the Bible ourselves, without a professional pastor or a published commentary first 
offering their perspectives. 

It is imperative that we know how to understand what the Bible says. Below is a common and simple 3-
stage approach to studying the Bible:
!
1. Observe - The first stage is observation. Observation answers the question, What do I see? In this 

step, we play the role of a detective by asking basic questions such as: who, when, where, and 
what? All the details are important. Here are a few observation questions:

• Who are the characters listed in the passage? 

• When did the recorded events take place? 

• What is the setting? 

• What do we know about the characters, events, and setting?
!

2. Interpret - After making detailed observations about a biblical text, it is imperative that we interpret. 
Interpretation answers the question, What does it mean? Here are a few questions to ask in the 
interpretation stage:

• Why do certain events occur in a particular order? 

• What is the importance of numerical details? 

• How did God work in this situation?

• What is God’s purpose for doing what He did?
!

3. Apply - Finally, we can make applications from the Bible. The application stage answers the 
question, How does it work? This is the stage we have all been waiting for because it helps us to 
understand how biblical commands, promises, and truths pertain to and affect the world in which we 
live. We begin to understand these applications when we ask questions like: 

• What is this group of verses saying to me and others around me?

• How do these verses point to Jesus, the gospel, or grace?

• How do I utilize these truths in everyday life?

• What does this text promise?

• What does this passage command of me?  !

Although following these three stages of Bible study—observe, interpret, apply—may seem simple, it 
does take practice. Try using this model of Bible study. Ask God to help you observe, interpret, and 
apply His Word to your life and the lives of those in your Life Group.
!
For further resources about studying the Bible, check out Fee and Stuart’s How to Read the Bible for All 
Its Worth, or Hendricks’ Living By the Book.


