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One Brick at a Time: “Resolve” !
Connect!
Describe a time when you or someone you know attempted a task without resolve. What was 
the result?!!!!
Dig!
So often, when we sense God’s call to a task, we assume since God called us it will just 
happen with no resistance. Yet, the reality is in life and in Scripture that there will almost 
always be a firm opposition to the Lord’s work through us. This should not surprise us. In fact, 
we should expect it. Nehemiah put his life on the line to speak to King Artaxerxes about 
repairing the walls of Jerusalem. God granted favor to Nehemiah and he was permitted to 
take a team and accomplish that work. However, when Sanballat and Tobiah heard of the 
plans, they were angry to the point that they wanted to fight the Jews. We all face times of 
opposition. In these times, we must find resolve—to decide firmly on a course of action and to 
refrain from wavering when opposition comes.!!!
Nehemiah 4:1-16 (ESV)!
1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, 
and he jeered at the Jews. 2 And he said in the presence of his brothers and of the army of 

Samaria, “What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they restore it for themselves? Will they 
sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish, 
and burned ones at that?” 3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, “Yes, what they 

are building—if a fox goes up on it he will break down their stone wall!” 4 Hear, O our God, for 

we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give them up to be plundered in 
a land where they are captives. 5 Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from 

your sight, for they have provoked you to anger in the presence of the builders. !
6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half its height, for the 

people had a mind to work. !
7  But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites 

heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was going forward and that the breaches were 
beginning to be closed, they were very angry. 8 And they all plotted together to come and fight 

against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. 9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard as 

a protection against them day and night. !



10 In Judah it was said, “The strength of those who bear the burdens is failing. There is too 

much rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the wall.” 11 And our enemies said, 

“They will not know or see till we come among them and kill them and stop the work.” 12 At that 

time the Jews who lived near them came from all directions and said to us ten times, “You must 
return to us.” 13 So in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed 

the people by their clans, with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked and 

arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid 
of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, 
your daughters, your wives, and your homes.” !

15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had frustrated their plan, we 

all returned to the wall, each to his work. 16 From that day on, half of my servants worked on 

construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail.!
!!

Dig Deeper!
1. We usually want to identify with a hero (in this story, Nehemiah) rather than the antagonist 

(in this story, Sanballat & Tobiah). But in reality, sometimes we are the antagonists. !
• How have you discouraged others who sought to live for God?!!!!

2. Opposition comes in various ways. Sometimes it stares us in the eyes; other times, 
opposition presents itself in more subtle ways.!
• What opposition did Nehemiah and the Jews face?!
• What ways are you experiencing (or have you experienced) opposition?!
• What forms of opposition or circumstances most effectively take you off course?!!!!

3. Many in our world do not want us to succeed, but even more do not want the Lord’s work 
to succeed. We should not be surprised by this. It is normal and should be expected.!
• What was Nehemiah’s response when he faced opposition? How did he display 

resolve?!
• What is your first response when you face opposition?!!!!

4. Pastor Craig challenged us that with God’s resolve, we can accomplish God’s will.!
• What was the foundation of Nehemiah’s resolve? What is our foundation?!!!!



5. Leadership is influence. We all influence in some capacity—as a husband or wife, as 
parents, as children, as grandparents, in the workplace, in school, or in the church. !

• How did Nehemiah’s resolve affect those within his sphere of influence?!
• How does the presence or lack of resolve our lives affect those we influence?!
• How can you display resolve, as Nehemiah did, in front of family members, co-workers, 

etc.?!!!!
Next Steps!
Share a scripture that strengthens your resolve in God.!

Here are a few to consider:!
• John 14:1!
• John 16:33!
• 2 Corinthians 4:8-10!
• Philippians 3:13-14!
• 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12!
• Hebrews 12:1-2!
• 1 Peter 1:6-9!!

Choose one scripture to pray through together.!!!!
New Testament Bible Reading Plan!

Monday! 1 Timothy 1

Tuesday 1 Timothy 2

Wednesday 1 Timothy 3

Thursday 1 Timothy 4

Friday 1 Timothy 5


