
Gateway Life Group Questions   |   September 21, 2014 !
One Brick at a Time: “Community” !
Connect!
A. What challenges have you faced in group projects or tasks?!!!
B. What makes group projects/tasks effective?!!!
Dig!
God designed each of us for community. Since the very beginning, community existed. 
Community is a prominent theme throughout all of Scripture. At Gateway, we develop in 
community through Sunday morning worship, Life Groups, and serving others.!!
This week, we will take a look at how community played an important role in the time of 
Nehemiah, and how it shapes our lives for serving others.!!!
Nehemiah 3 (ESV)!
1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the priests, and they built the Sheep 
Gate. They consecrated it and set its doors. They consecrated it as far as the Tower of the 
Hundred, as far as the Tower of Hananel. 2 And next to him the men of Jericho built. And next to 
them Zaccur the son of Imri built. !

3 The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate. They laid its beams and set its doors, its bolts, 
and its bars. 4 And next to them Meremoth the son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz repaired. And next to 
them Meshullam the son of Berechiah, son of Meshezabel repaired. And next to them Zadok the 
son of Baana repaired. 5 And next to them the Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would not 
stoop to serve their Lord. !

6  Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah repaired the Gate of 
Yeshanah. They laid its beams and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 7 And next to them 
repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon and of Mizpah, 
the seat of the governor of the province Beyond the River. 8 Next to them Uzziel the son of 
Harhaiah, goldsmiths, repaired. Next to him Hananiah, one of the perfumers, repaired, and they 
restored Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. 9 Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, ruler of 
half the district of Jerusalem, repaired. 10 Next to them Jedaiah the son of Harumaph repaired 
opposite his house. And next to him Hattush the son of Hashabneiah repaired. 11 Malchijah the 
son of Harim and Hasshub the son of Pahath-moab repaired another section and the Tower of 
the Ovens. 12 Next to him Shallum the son of Hallohesh, ruler of half the district of Jerusalem, 
repaired, he and his daughters. !



13 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired the Valley Gate. They rebuilt it and set its 
doors, its bolts, and its bars, and repaired a thousand cubits of the wall, as far as the Dung 
Gate. !

14 Malchijah the son of Rechab, ruler of the district of Beth-haccherem, repaired the Dung 
Gate. He rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. !

15 And Shallum the son of Col-hozeh, ruler of the district of Mizpah, repaired the Fountain 
Gate. He rebuilt it and covered it and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. And he built the wall of 
the Pool of Shelah of the king’s garden, as far as the stairs that go down from the city of David. 
16 After him Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, ruler of half the district of Beth-zur, repaired to a point 
opposite the tombs of David, as far as the artificial pool, and as far as the house of the mighty 
men. 17 After him the Levites repaired: Rehum the son of Bani. Next to him Hashabiah, ruler of 
half the district of Keilah, repaired for his district. 18 After him their brothers repaired: Bavvai the 
son of Henadad, ruler of half the district of Keilah. 19 Next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, ruler of 
Mizpah, repaired another section opposite the ascent to the armory at the buttress. 20 After him 
Baruch the son of Zabbai repaired another section from the buttress to the door of the house of 
Eliashib the high priest. 21 After him Meremoth the son of Uriah, son of Hakkoz repaired another 
section from the door of the house of Eliashib to the end of the house of Eliashib. 22 After him 
the priests, the men of the surrounding area, repaired. 23 After them Benjamin and Hasshub 
repaired opposite their house. After them Azariah the son of Maaseiah, son of Ananiah repaired 
beside his own house. 24 After him Binnui the son of Henadad repaired another section, from the 
house of Azariah to the buttress 25 and to the corner. Palal the son of Uzai repaired opposite the 
buttress and the tower projecting from the upper house of the king at the court of the guard. 
After him Pedaiah the son of Parosh 26 and the temple servants living on Ophel repaired to a 
point opposite the Water Gate on the east and the projecting tower. 27 After him the Tekoites 
repaired another section opposite the great projecting tower as far as the wall of Ophel. !

28 Above the Horse Gate the priests repaired, each one opposite his own house. 29 After them 
Zadok the son of Immer repaired opposite his own house. After him Shemaiah the son of 
Shecaniah, the keeper of the East Gate, repaired. 30 After him Hananiah the son of Shelemiah 
and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph repaired another section. After him Meshullam the son of 
Berechiah repaired opposite his chamber. 31 After him Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, repaired 
as far as the house of the temple servants and of the merchants, opposite the Muster Gate, and 
to the upper chamber of the corner. 32 And between the upper chamber of the corner and the 
Sheep Gate the goldsmiths and the merchants repaired. !!!
Dig Deeper!
1. Unified diversity is the idea that although each person is unique, yet everyone strives 

together for a common purpose. We see this in Nehemiah 3. We can also see this in our 
church.!
• What kinds of people were involved in this rebuilding effort? How were they diverse? 

What did they have in common? !
• How does our Life Group and church reflect diversity? What unifies us for service?!



2. Willingness is a key attribute to a successful community. Sometimes we find ourselves 
unwilling to participate in community. This happened in Nehemiah 3 too.!
• As Nehemiah 3:5 indicates, why do you think the nobles of Tekoa did not “stoop to 

serve their Lord”? !
• Do you ever feel like there are tasks in the church that are “beneath you”? !
• What tasks can we be doing that the “nobles” would not even consider trying?!!!!

3. In Nehemiah 3, contextual words were used to describe where the builders and their 
families worked. These words included: “in front of,” “beside,” “next to,” “across from,” “as 
far as,” “above,” and “opposite.” For many, their job assignments were as simple as 
tackling the sections in front of their homes.!
• What “building opportunities” has God put in front of your door? !
• What are you and your family doing to invest in those who live near you? !
• If a chapter were written about families of Gateway, how might your family be 

described?!!!!
4. Our attitudes in service reflect the spiritual state of our hearts.!

• Read Nehemiah 3:20 and Colossians 3:17, 23-24. How does Baruch reflect the 
challenge given in Colossians?!

• How does a heart of thankfulness to God influence our attitudes in service?!
• How might your attitude in service be characterized?!!!!

Next Steps!
On Sunday, you were asked to fill out a serving card. In what area(s) did you indicate that you 
are already serving? Would you like to begin serving in a particular area? How can our Life 
Group encourage you in this?!!
How can we serve together as a Life Group?!!!
**For service ideas, please see the “Opportunities to Serve” on the next page.!!!!
New Testament Bible Reading Plan!

Monday! 1 Thessalonians 4

Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 5

Wednesday 2 Thessalonians 1

Thursday 2 Thessalonians 2

Friday 2 Thessalonians 3



Opportunities to Serve!!!
Construction Crew Meals – Provide a Thursday lunch to on-site construction personnel, as a 
group. !

For more information, contact Laura Fagan: (419) 348-8425 or 
laura_fagan@yahoo.com!!

Chair Ministry - Pre-service setup/Post-service teardown of worship center chairs on Sundays 
and special services if necessary.!

For more information, contact Terry Jolliff: Jolliff56@aol.com!!
Greeter – Warmly greet and assist every person, especially first-time visitors to Gateway.!
Usher – Joyfully shepherd attendees, assist with offering and address in-service needs.!

For more information, contact Kevin Grubinski: kgrubinski@gatewayepc.org!!
Parking Lot Attendant – Ensure safe traffic flow and convenient parking for those attending 
services.!

For more information, contact Josh Kurtz: jnkurtz28@yahoo.com!!
Café Server – Facilitate, serve and maintain snacks and beverages on-site, Sunday morning.!

For more information, contact Tracy Long: tracyrl@fairpoint.net!!
Nursery Caregiver – Provide safe, enjoyable and secure environment for our many infants and 
toddlers.!

For more information, contact Lisa Towell: stowell@woh.rr.com!
!  !

Facilities Event Assistants - The facilities area is looking for 2-3 key volunteers interested in a 
unique opportunity. Those interested would serve as building and event-related on-site support, 
during Gateway programs or events (primarily evenings, weekends and special events). !

For more information, contact Doug Sanderson: dsanderson@gatewayepc.org!!
Hospitality Team-Meal Preparation – Prepare and deliver meals for those in the Gateway 
family in need, due to new babies, illness or recuperation!
For more information, contact Matt Buttermore: mbuttermore@marathonpetroleum.com !!
College Ministry – Many varied areas; a passion for working with college students is essential.!

For more information, contact Bill Corbin: bcorbin@gatewayepc.org!!
Landscaping Maintenance – Maintain landscaped areas around church grounds-weeding, 
trimming, watering, planting, etc.-as part of a seasonal team.!

For more information, contact Chad Hepp:  cehepp@yahoo.com!! !!
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