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The Ripple Effect of Vocation !
Connect!
1. What do you see as the relevance of your work to God’s kingdom? !!!
Dig!
As Christ-followers we were bought at a price, so our attitude should reflect Jesus who 
went to the cross willingly in humble obedience to God the Father. The term “vocation” 
has Christian origins and means “a divine call to the religious life” (merriam-
webster.com, 2014). It assumes God is sovereign over your life and that your vocation 
is a call from the Lord. It is not just for those in full-time vocational ministry, but 
whatever job. We have the call to have a ripple effect on those in our workplace. Paul 
tells slaves, though they are slaves not of their own volition, to obey their masters and 
to stand out as Christ-followers because God is their ultimate master. Christ provided 
an inheritance though, as slaves, they did not have one on earth. Masters are told to 
be fair and right with slaves because there is a Master over all. !!
Paul did not ask to get out of prison; rather, he asked those he wrote to pray that he 
would be able to share the gospel with fellow prisoners, the soldiers, and the Roman 
officials. Paul’s focus was the kingdom not his comfort. Paul ultimately commands 
these Christians to live and speak in such a way that others would be drawn to God. 
Our example at work and school has a ripple effect beyond anything we can conceive.!!!
Colossians 3:17, 22-4:6 (NIV)!
17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.!!
22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you 
and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you 
do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you 
know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 
are serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no 
favoritism. !!
4 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also have 
a Master in heaven. 2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for 
us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the 
way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be 
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. !



Dig Deeper!
1. In your vocation, do you identify more with a “slave” or a “master”? Why?!!!
2. What does Paul ask of slaves? Why? What does Paul ask of masters? Why?!!!
3. What does it mean to work “with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord”? (Colossians 3:22)!!!
4. How and for what does Paul tell us to pray? (Colossians 4:2)!!!
5. In Colossians 4:5, who are the “outsiders”? How should you interact with them?!!!
6. Describe a conversation you have had that was “gracious, seasoned with 

salt.” (Colossians 4:6)                                                                                                             
What might be the ripple effect as you interact with your coworkers or fellow students in 
this way?!!!

7. According to Colossians 3:17, 23, what should your attitude be about work or school?                  
How can you turn your work or school work into an act of worship?!!!!!

Next Steps!
Why does your work or school work matter to God? What does that look like for you?!!!
How can you have a ripple effect for Christ at work, school, and/or home?!!!!!
New Testament Bible Reading Plan!

Monday! Acts 8

Tuesday Acts 9

Wednesday Acts 10

Thursday Acts 11

Friday Acts 12


