
Gateway Life Group Questions   |   May 4, 2014 !
The Ripple Effect: “When God Builds” !!
Connect!
1. What excites you most during our church’s building season? !!!
Dig!
Twelve years ago, Gateway started as a church with no building to call its own, almost 
no material possessions, a few people, and a transformational message of hope—the 
message of Jesus Christ. That’s it. And it was sufficient. God used what we had, to 
connect people to Jesus Christ and to one another.!!
As our church expands its building, we must remember that Jesus Christ is the 
foundation on which God builds. Although a larger physical structure provides space 
and further resources for our church to grow, it is Jesus Christ’s transformational work 
in people that matters above all else. Building a modern and practical physical 
structure naturally advocates excitement, but still, it is the reality of people being 
transformed by Jesus that causes a ripple effect in others’ lives. This is the calling 
which we have received; therefore, we must be careful how we build.!!!
1 Corinthians 3:1-15 (NIV)!
Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who 
are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet 
ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when 
one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings?
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters 
have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-
workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 10 By the grace God has given me, 
I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should 
build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 
straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built 
survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet 
will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames. !



Dig Deeper!
1.  Why did Paul refer to the Corinthian church as “worldly”? (see 1 Corinthians 3:1-4)!!!
2. Describe how Paul used the metaphors of farming and building in 1 Corinthians 3:1-15. 

What is the heart of his message to the Corinthian church and to us?!!!
3. With which parts of these metaphors do you most identify?                                            

How is God building and equipping you to participate in Gateway’s mission to connect 
people to Jesus Christ and to one another? !!!

4. What is the foundation for our church building? (see 1 Corinthians 3:11) How do we 
ensure we are laying this foundation?!!!

5. What might the materials listed in 1 Corinthians 3:12 represent in our current building 
season (individually and as for our church)?!!!

6. Does the idea of being a “table-waiter” (servant) describe your life in Christ? Why or why 
not?!!!!

Next Steps!
Pastor Ben challenged us to be careful how we build. How can we do this as a Life Group? 
How can you do this personally?!!!!
New Testament Bible Reading Plan!

!!!
For Further Study!
Psalm 127:1; 1 Peter 2:4-7

Monday! John 14

Tuesday John 15

Wednesday John 16

Thursday John 17

Friday John 18


