
Gateway Life Group Questions   |   February 16, 2014 !
Unexpected Joy: The Joy of His Presence !!
Connect!
1. Would you describe a typical Christ-follower as joyful? Why or why not?                     

Would you describe yourself as joyful? Why or why not?!!!
Dig!
Joy—especially in trying situations—is not the norm in our lives. When difficulties come our 
way, we find many reasons for which we grumble and complain about our circumstances. On 
the flip side, when we are given awards, accolades, and compliments, we tend to feel good 
about ourselves and call it ‘joy.’ But the truth is, we are defining joy by our ever-changing 
circumstances instead of the one thing which offers us legit and lasting joy—Jesus Christ. He 
is the joy that fuels and sustains us to be the light of Christ in a dark world.!!!
Philippians 3:1-11 (ESV)!
“1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me 
and is safe for you. 2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who 
mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in 
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reason for confidence 
in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.!

Additional Scripture!
Psalm 21:1-7!



Dig Deeper!
1. Read Philippians 3:1-11. List some of the dramatic ways Paul’s goals and motives 

changed after coming to know Christ. !!!
2. When Paul describes his religious accomplishments as “rubbish,” does he mean Christ-

followers should give up everything for Jesus? Why or why not?                                        
In what ways would your life be different if you considered all things as “loss” and 
“rubbish” for Christ’s sake?!!!

3. What false sense of joy does religious accomplishment offer?!!!
4. Read Psalm 21:1-7 and Philippians 3:1-11. What joy is found in a true relationship with 

Jesus? Write these things down to remember them.!!!!
Next Steps!
1. This week, write your own psalm of praise, rejoicing in your relationship with God.!!!
2. This week, how will you be intentional about enjoying God?!!!!
Memory Verse!
Philippians 3:8 - “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.”!!!!
New Testament Bible Reading Plan!

Monday! Matthew 27

Tuesday Matthew 28

Wednesday Mark 1

Thursday Mark 2

Friday Mark 3


