
Gateway Life Group Questions   |   February 9, 2014 !
Unexpected Joy:  A Few Good Men !
Connect!
1. Share how someone has invested in you spiritually with genuine concern.!!!!
Dig!
Our natural inclination is to put ourselves first. It is the same when it comes to our spiritual 
lives. We often think about how we can grow spiritually, sometimes even with a selfish bent. 
However, that is a contradiction. If we put ourselves first, we are not being like Christ. The 
heart of Jesus is to look out for the interests of others in all ways, especially when it comes to 
their spiritual growth…whether they are Christ-followers or not.!!!
Philippians 2:19-30 (NIV-1984)!
“19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I 
receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your 
welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you 
know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with 
me in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go 
with me. 24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon. 25 But I think it is 
necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who 
is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26 For he longs for all of you 
and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God 
had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow.       
28 Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be 
glad and I may have less anxiety. 29 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men 
like him, 30 because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the 
help you could not give me.” !

Additional Scripture!
John 3:30; James 4:15; Philippians 4:6; John 1:14!

!



!
Dig Deeper!
1. What qualities does Paul attribute to Timothy and Epaphroditus? Which of these qualities 

appeal most to you?!!!
2. Philippians 2:20 suggests that Timothy exhibited genuine concern for others. How have you 

exhibited or not exhibited this sort of concern?!!!
3. What hinders you from having genuine concern for others?!!!
4. As we have been reading through the New Testament as a church, what are some examples 

of how Jesus invested in others with genuine concern?!!!!
Next Steps!
1. What is one practical way you can invest in others with genuine concern this week?             

If you are willing, share who that might be.!!!
2. As Christ-followers, it is vital that you have people who are investing in you and people you 

are investing in. As you evaluate your life, how can you further pursue these types of 
relationships?!!!!

Memory Verse!
Philippians 2:20 - “For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare.”!!!!
New Testament Bible Reading Plan!

Monday! Matthew 22

Tuesday Matthew 23

Wednesday Matthew 24

Thursday Matthew 25

Friday Matthew 26


