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Crossing the Jordan…His Way 

Connect
Describe a time when you questioned God’s plan.

Dig
God’s ways are not our ways. We face this reality when we do not understand why God does 
what he does. Sometimes God acts—or does not act—in ways that are contrary to what might 
seem best to us. We don’t understand why God would destroy an entire city or why natural 
disasters occur. We don’t understand the reason for cancer or why babies die before they 
seemingly have a chance to live. We also struggle to understand why God would send his 
only Son—Jesus Christ—into a broken world to suffer and die for sinners like us.

The truth is, God’s ways are simply not our ways. So maybe, the most appropriate response 
we can hold in the midst of life’s most misunderstood situations is one of faith. A response that 
says, “God, I don’t understand, but I’m going to trust you anyway.”

Dig Deeper
1. Read Joshua 6

Joshua 6 (ESV)
Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None went out, 
and none came in. 2 And the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand, 
with its king and mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the city, all the men of war going 
around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days. 4 Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets 
of rams’ horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, 
and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 And when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, 
when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout, and 
the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, everyone straight before him.” 
6 So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant 
and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord.” 7 And he 
said to the people, “Go forward. March around the city and let the armed men pass on before 
the ark of the Lord.” 

8 And just as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests bearing the seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns before the Lord went forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord following them. 9 The armed men were walking before the priests who 
were blowing the trumpets, and the rear guard was walking after the ark, while the trumpets 
blew continually. 10 But Joshua commanded the people, “You shall not shout or make your voice 
heard, neither shall any word go out of your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you 



shall shout.” 11 So he caused the ark of the Lord to circle the city, going about it once. And they 
came into the camp and spent the night in the camp. 

12 Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13 And 
the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord walked 
on, and they blew the trumpets continually. And the armed men were walking before them, and 
the rear guard was walking after the ark of the Lord, while the trumpets blew continually. 14 And 
the second day they marched around the city once, and returned into the camp. So they did for 
six days. 

15 On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the 
same manner seven times. It was only on that day that they marched around the city seven 
times. 16 And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the 
people, “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city. 17 And the city and all that is within it shall be 
devoted to the Lord for destruction.2 Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her 
house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 18 But you, keep yourselves 
from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the 
devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it. 
19 But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the Lord; they shall go 
into the treasury of the Lord.” 20 So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon 
as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and the wall 
fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they 
captured the city. 21 Then they devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young 
and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the sword. 

22 But to the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua said, “Go into the prostitute’s house 
and bring out from there the woman and all who belong to her, as you swore to her.” 23 So the 
young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab and her father and mother and 
brothers and all who belonged to her. And they brought all her relatives and put them outside 
the camp of Israel. 24 And they burned the city with fire, and everything in it. Only the silver and 
gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the Lord. 
25 But Rahab the prostitute and her father’s household and all who belonged to her, Joshua 
saved alive. And she has lived in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom 
Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

26 Joshua laid an oath on them at that time, saying, “Cursed before the Lord be the man who 
rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho. “At the cost of his firstborn shall he lay its foundation, and 
at the cost of his youngest son shall he set up its gates.” 27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and 
his fame was in all the land. 

2.  Trusting God’s Plan
• In Joshua 6:3-5, God gave the Israelites instructions as to how they would conquer 

Jericho. Imagine you were given this military strategy. How might you respond?

• Why would God give the Israelites such unusual instructions?

• How do these instructions teach the Israelites to trust God?

• In what ways do you need to trust God?

• Why did God command the Israelites to walk around in circles for six days? How can 
you relate to this?



• Why did God command the Israelites to be silent while they marched for six days?1

• How is silence before God good for you?

• In Joshua 6:21, we see that every part of Jericho was destroyed. Why did God destroy 
an entire city (men, women, children, animals) like this?

3.  God’s Grace
• In Joshua 6:25, we see that Rahab and her household were saved. Why did God spare 

Rahab and her household?

• In what ways do you relate to the Israelites and to Rahab?

• In Joshua 6:27, we see that God was with Joshua. In what ways do you recognize God’s 
presence with you? Why is this important to you?

Next Steps
1. What unusual call does God have on your life that may not make sense to the world?

2. How did God uniquely work in your life when bringing you to faith in Christ?

3. How else has God’s grace been evident in your faith journey?

New Testament Bible Reading Plan
Monday Acts 27

Tuesday Acts 28

Wednesday 1 Peter 1

Thursday 1 Peter 2

Friday 1 Peter 3

 This time of silence proved to be a way for the Israelites’ hearts to be prepared through patience and an opportunity 1

to trust God. This may have also been God giving the people of Jericho more time to repent.


