
Gateway Life Group Questions   |   May 3, 2015 

Crossing the Jordan 

Connect
Optional: Thinking back to last week’s study…If you had an opportunity to move out from your 
position to follow Jesus, please share what happened.

What are some tangible items or symbols you possess as reminders of significant events?

Dig
Do you tend to have a good memory? Many of us—especially when it comes to remembering 
what God has done—have poor memories. We simply forget. We forget the great works of 
faithfulness God has accomplished in our lives, which prove to be the evidence of his 
character to us.

We often fail to consider remembering as a spiritual discipline, but it is. The word ‘remember’ 
is actually used 237 times in the English Standard Version (ESV) of the Bible. We increase in 
intimacy with God because we remember his faithfulness. Remembering what God has done 
humbles and transforms us.

Dig Deeper
1. Read Joshua 4

When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Take 
twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take twelve 
stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the priests’ feet stood 
firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’ ” 
4 Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man 
from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the Lord your God into 
the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you. When your 
children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that 
the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it passed 
over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the people of 
Israel a memorial forever.” 

8 And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of 
the midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the 
Lord told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where they lodged and laid 
them down there. 9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to 
this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was 



finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses had 
commanded Joshua. 

The people passed over in haste. 11 And when all the people had finished passing over, the 
ark of the Lord and the priests passed over before the people. 12 The sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed over armed before the people of Israel, as 
Moses had told them. 13 About 40,000 ready for war passed over before the Lord for battle, to 
the plains of Jericho. 14 On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they 
stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life. 

15 And the Lord said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to 
come up out of the Jordan.” 17 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 
18 And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord came up from the midst of 
the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up on dry ground, the waters of the 
Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, as before. 

19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they 
encamped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they took 
out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, “When your 
children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall let 
your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the Lord your God 
dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the Lord your God did to the 
Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the earth 
may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.” 

2.  Observations from Joshua 4
• Summarize in your own words what occurred in this passage. Why is this event 

significant to the Israelites?

• How did this event affirm Joshua as the leader of the Israelites?

• What were the Israelites called to remember? How were they to remember?

• (For further study, see note at bottom of page)1

3.  A Memorial to Remind
     Joshua 4:6-7 alludes to the importance of remembering the faithfulness of God. 

• Why is remembering God’s faithfulness essential?

• What is the role of a specific location when remembering God’s faithfulness?

• How have you seen God’s faithfulness in your life?

• What could you do to better remember God’s faithfulness in your life?

 Compare and contrast Joshua’s experience crossing the Jordan River with Moses’ experience crossing 1

the Red Sea (Exodus 14).



4.  Remembering Leads to Worship
• Forgetting God’s actions and character tends to lead to disobedience, doubt, or disbelief, 

while remembering leads to obedience, trust, and worship. Share examples from 
Scripture or your own life that exhibit this truth.

• According to Joshua 4:21-24, why did God command Joshua to instruct the Israelites to 
set up a memorial? 

• What visible/tangible reminders in your life move you to worship God?

Next Steps
1. Spend time reflecting on your life and how God has shown his faithfulness to you. What 

visible/tangible reminders could be used to help you remember God’s faithfulness in the 
future?

2. Choose one visible/tangible reminder to take to life group next time and explain how it 
reminds you of God’s actions or character.

Personal Reflection  
Individually take time to consider the following questions this week. If you would like prayer or 
encouragement in a particular area, feel free to share with your life group leader.

a. Meditate on Joshua 4:24.

b. What does it mean to “know that the hand of the Lord is mighty”? 

c. What does it mean to have a healthy fear of God?

d. Do you have a healthy fear of God?

New Testament Bible Reading Plan
Monday Acts 12

Tuesday Acts 13

Wednesday Acts 14

Thursday Acts 15

Friday Acts 16


