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Crossing the Jordan 

Connect
Choose a connect activity:

1. Listen to King & Country’s song, “Fix My Eyes.” After listening to the song, share how it is 
meaningful to you.

2. Play a round of “Simon Says.” 

Dig
One of the most important lessons we learn in life is how to follow. It doesn’t matter what roles 
we find ourselves in, a healthy perspective and practice of follower-ship is key. The art of 
following involves two important aspects: (1) Knowing who to follow and (2) listening to 
instructions. As we continue through our Crossing the Jordan series this week, we will see the 
importance of following well.  

Dig Deeper
1. Read Joshua 3:1-17

Joshua 3:1-17 (ESV)
Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the 
Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 At the end of 
three days the officers went through the camp 3 and commanded the people, “As soon as you 
see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God being carried by the Levitical priests, then you 
shall set out from your place and follow it. 4 Yet there shall be a distance between you and it, 
about 2,000 cubits (about 1,000 yards) in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may 
know the way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” 5 Then Joshua said to the 
people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” 6 And 
Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the people.” So 
they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people. 

7 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they 
may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 And as for you, command the priests 
who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you 
shall stand still in the Jordan.’ ” 9 And Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come here and listen 
to the words of the Lord your God.” 10 And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that the 
living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 
11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth2 is passing over before you into the 
Jordan. 12 Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. 13 And 
when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, 



shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and 
the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap.” 

14 So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing 
the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as 
far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the 
water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16 the waters 
coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is 
beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were 
completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17 Now the priests bearing the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all 
Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan. 

• What were the instructions given to the Israelites? What were the reasons for these 
instructions?

• How were the Israelites to know that the living God was among them? How does this 
correlate to us today?

• What was the role of Ark of the Covenant? What does the Ark of the Covenant represent 
to Christ-followers?

2. Read Deuteronomy 31:26 and James 1:22-25.

Deuteronomy 31:26 (ESV)
26 Take this Book of the Law and put it by the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
God, that it may be there for a witness against you.

James 1:22-25 (ESV)
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 
mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But 
the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer 
who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

• What is the significance of the “Book of the Law” being placed next to the Ark of the 
Covenant?

• According to these two passages, what role does God’s Word play in our lives?

• How does seeing our sin for what it is lead us to spiritual growth?

3. Follow Jesus
• What are the parallels between Joshua 3:3-4 and Hebrews 12:1-2?



• What does it look like to fix our eyes on Christ as a lifestyle? (think about specific 
contexts when it is easy to lose focus)

4. Follow Carefully
• Why were the Israelites instructed to keep their distance from the Ark of the Covenant? 

• God gave the Israelites specific instructions regarding how they were to follow the Ark of 
the Covenant. What specific instructions does God give us through his Word as to how 
we ought to follow Christ?

Next Steps
“When you see the ark… you are to move out from your positions and follow it.” (Joshua 3:3) 
Ask God to give you one specific opportunity to move out from your position to follow Jesus 
this week. Come back next time ready to share what happened. 

Personal Reflection  
Individually take time to consider the following questions this week. If you would like prayer or 
encouragement in a particular area, feel free to share with your life group leader.

a. In what ways does your respect for God cause you to follow Jesus carefully?

b. How well are you following Jesus? Do you follow Jesus too vaguely? Do you get too 
caught up in the details?

New Testament Bible Reading Plan
Monday Acts 7

Tuesday Acts 8

Wednesday Acts 9

Thursday Acts 10

Friday Acts 11


