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Crossing the Jordan—On God’s Mission 

Connect
Describe a time when God called you to do something in particular.

Dig
After being mentored by Moses for about forty years, it was time for Joshua to step into a role 
that must have been terrifying. God called Joshua to join in his mission by leading the 
Israelites to the promised land. Although God did not need Joshua to complete his mission, 
God chose him. 

It is the same with us. God has called us, as Gateway Church, to connect people to Jesus 
Christ and to one another. God does not need us to fulfill his mission, but he chooses to use 
us. He allows us to participate; we get to play a part in God’s mission. 

We may have fears when faced with the call to join God in his mission, but, like Joshua, we 
have what it takes: God. The key for us to being on God’s mission with God is the “with.” We 
must be on mission with God. Often, we find ourselves on some sort of mission of our own, 
and we are actually far from God’s mission. Instead, we must walk—fully aligned—on mission 
with God. This means we are following God’s lead and completely dependent upon him by 
faith. It’s an adventure you won’t want to miss. Are you on mission with God?

Dig Deeper
1. Joshua’s Mission

• Read Joshua 1

Joshua 1:1-18 (ESV)
After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses’ assistant, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you 
and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 3 Every place 
that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4 From 
the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. 5 No man shall 
be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this 
people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very 
courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded 
you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success 
wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. 



For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11 “Pass through the midst of the camp 
and command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over 
this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving you to 
possess.’ ” 

12 And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, 
13 “Remember the word that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord 
your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.’ 14 Your wives, your little 
ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but 
all the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers and shall help them, 
15 until the Lord gives rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take possession of 
the land that the Lord your God is giving them. Then you shall return to the land of your 
possession and shall possess it, the land that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond 
the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 

16 And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever 
you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may 
the Lord your God be with you, as he was with Moses! 18 Whoever rebels against your 
commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to death. 
Only be strong and courageous.” 

• Describe the mission God gave Joshua.

• What commands, promises, and warnings does God give in his commission to Joshua?

• What reason does God give in Joshua 1:9 for being “strong and courageous”?1

• How does God’s reason for us to be “strong and courageous” differ from what the world 
conveys as our source of confidence?

• How do the commands, promises, and warnings found in Joshua 1 apply to you today?

• What might have happened if Joshua had not responded to God’s call the way he did?

• How is being on God’s mission different than being on your own mission?

2. Our Mission
• Read Matthew 28:19-20.

Matthew 28:19-20 (ESV)
19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 God promises to go with Joshua. Joshua’s source of strength and courage is that God is with 1

him. This also provides us with the strength and courage necessary to face obstacles and 
adversity in our lives. 



• According to Matthew 28:19-20, to what has God commissioned us as Christ-followers? 

• What promise does God give us in Matthew 28:20? What is the significance of this 
promise?

• Describe what it might look like for you to live out God’s mission as described in Matthew 
28:19-20.

• What is scary about living out God’s mission?

• How can depending on God help us overcome our fears?

Next Steps
1. How has God called you to live out his mission as part of Gateway?

2. Like Joshua, we, as a church, are on the brink of a new phase. What do you see as God’s 
call for our church as we move forward?

Personal Reflection  
Individually take time to consider the following questions this week. If you would like prayer or 
encouragement in a particular area, feel free to share with your life group leader.

a. How are you on God’s mission?

b. In what areas do you need to ask God to help you align with his mission?

New Testament Bible Reading Plan
Monday Luke 21

Tuesday Luke 22

Wednesday Luke 23

Thursday Luke 24

Friday Acts 1


