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HELL is For Real 

Connect
1. What do you think hell is like?

2. What type of people go to hell?

Dig
Many of us have heard the nonchalant jokes about hell. We treat hell as just another bad word 
that should not be mentioned in public. But, hell is FOR REAL! It is a real place, where real 
consequences are eternally administered to those who sin. And the truth is: All of us sin 
(Romans 3:10,23) and deserve to experience eternal death and suffering in hell.

I remember the first time I heard this; I thought, ‘I’m not that bad. I have never killed anyone or 
been addicted to illegal drugs, etc.’ But, the Bible teaches that sin is sin. All sin deserves 
death because God is perfectly holy and cannot be in relationship with flawed, sinful humanity. 

However, God had a plan. His plan was to rescue His people by sending His Son—Jesus 
Christ—to be our substitute, taking our punishment on the cross, and being raised to life on 
the third day to satisfy the wrath of God for our sins—emphatically and eternally justifying 
those who believe. (Galatians 1:3-4; 1 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 2:1-10) But, we must each trust God with 
this promise to be saved (Romans 10:9-10). 

Francis Chan expresses the significance and reality of hell in this way: “Hell is the backdrop 
that reveals the profound and unbelievable grace of the cross.”

Dig Deeper
1. Hell in Scripture

• Read Luke 16:19-31.

Luke 16:19-31 (ESV)
19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who 
desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and 
licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on 
me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish 
in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 
anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that 
those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 



27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five 
brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 29 But 
Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, 
father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If 
they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise 
from the dead.’”

• What truths can be understood from these verses about hell?

• The two men in this story illustrate two different lives, two different deaths, and two 
different destinations. Compare and contrast the poor man and the rich man:

• In life.
• In death.
• In destination.

• As with the rich man in this passage, how does a level of comfort in our world distract us 
from the reality of hell?

• How did the ability to see across the “chasm” (Luke 16:26) contribute to the torment 
experienced by the rich man?

• What was the rich man’s heart-felt response to experiencing hell in Luke 16:27-28?

• Since we have the opportunity right now to reflect on this passage, how can you relate to 
the rich man’s response in Luke 16:27-28?

2. The Tough Reality of Hell
• Have you ever struggled with hell being a real destination for people?

• How can God be loving and still send people to hell?*  

• Francis Chan wrote, “Hell is the backdrop that reveals the profound and unbelievable 
grace of the cross.” How does hell reveal the grace of the cross?

Next Steps
1. How does believing in hell change your perspective about life?

2. Does believing in hell motivate you to share the gospel?

3. What will you do in light of this? 

4. Pray for God to reveal names of family and friends with whom you need to share the gospel.

 



New Testament Bible Reading Plan

Study Commentary

*This is a difficult question, which should be addressed with much care. To better understand how to 
address this question, we first need to remember that all of us tend to base our most meaningful 
perspectives upon personal experiences. The experiences and circumstance that have occurred in our 
lives shape how we see the world, and ultimately help us form our opinions and beliefs. However, as 
Christ-followers God tells us that we should look to the Bible as our primary source for perspective and 
belief. Regarding the question, “How can God be loving and still send people to hell?”, we must look at 
three truths about God. First, God is love. He is not only a loving God, but He defines love. He is love. 
We tend to try to define love from our own perspective, rather than from God’s. We often think of love as 
supreme happiness. Sometimes we even consider God to be some sort of “genie in the bottle” who will 
give us whatever we want…because God is love. This is not what Scripture teaches (see Romans 5:8; 
8:35-39 and 1 Corinthians 13). Secondly, it is imperative that—although God is one-hundred percent love
—we understand God as completely, perfectly holy and just. He cannot stand sin. It is not in His 
nature. He cannot and will not tolerate it. God is fully love and fully just…at the same time! We struggle to 
accept the biblical answer to the question, “How can God be loving and still send people to hell?”, 
because our depraved minds cannot fathom or comprehend anyone who is fully love and fully just at the 
same time. Thirdly, God is free to do what He desires. He is the creator and sustainer of all things; He 
can do what He wants. Who am I to tell God what He can or cannot do? He is omnipotent, omniscient, 
transcendent, and fully love and fully just at the same time. He is perfect! Why should a deeply flawed 
person try to tell the one and only perfect Creator and Sustainer how to manage His world. We should 
not, and we cannot. But take heart, because “we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28, NIV).

Additional Study

Isaiah 66:24, Mark 9:43-48, Matthew 13:41-42

For further study, see Francis Chan’s book, “Erasing Hell.” In his book, he addresses several 
questions about Hell, including:
- Does everyone go to heaven?
- Has hell changed?
- What did Jesus say about hell?
- What does understanding hell have to do with me?
- Are the images of fire, darkness, and worms to be understood literally?
- Are there degrees of punishment in hell?
- Is hell at the center of the earth?
- Did Jesus preach to people in hell between His death and resurrection? 

Monday James 1

Tuesday James 2

Wednesday James 3
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Friday James 5


