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“Love Does” 
Mike Barnhart, Life Group Director


When we consider the love that Jesus is to us, we discover rich emotions, meditate on 
thoughts of gratitude, and serve others in love. We can’t help it. We just do. Love does. 
When love gets in us, we cannot do anything but love others. The Bible says, “We love 
because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). This is the truth we discussed at Spring Team 
Building.
!

As you and your Life Group experience the love of Christ, I pray you will also be intentional about serving 
others. You received a variety of service ideas at Spring Team Building, and there are also several specific 
ideas in this edition of Leader Tools. Take advantage of the next few months and serve others, as an individual 
and as a Life Group.
!!
Opportunities to Serve !
Gateway First Impressions - First Impressions includes the parking lot team, cafe, greeters, welcome center, 
and ushers. If you would like to help people prepare for worship by making them feel welcome and 
appreciated, please contact Kevin Grubinski at KGrubinski@gatewayepc.org. 
!
Sports Equipment Donations - This summer, Gateway’s youth group will go on a mission trip to the 
Dominican Republic, where they will be hosting sports camps as an avenue to share the gospel. Donations 
are needed. Donations can be dropped off at the Gateway lobby, starting May 4. If you have questions, 
contact David Rath at DRath@gatewayepc.org. Sports items needed are listed below:
!

100 pairs of sport socks, 50 basketballs, 25 volleyballs, 25 soccer balls, 100 water bottles, $$ for 100 
camp t-shirts, 30 cones, volleyball net (full size), ball-pump needles, basketball nets, 10 sport pennies, 
and prizes for contest winners (Miami Heat posters, sports posters, headbands, wristbands, hats, knee 
pads, shin guards)  
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Vacation Bible School 2014  
Service Opportunities 

June 23-27     6:00-8:30 p.m. 
!
For Individual Volunteers: 

• Snacks - Prepare snacks at 10:30 a.m. Serve snacks, beginning at 5:30 p.m., for five different rotations 
and clean up afterwards. 

• Group Leaders - Lead a group of children from station to station: Preschool (groups of 7-8 kids) & 
elementary (groups of 10-13 kids).


• Registration


• Nursery - Care for children of volunteers, ages 0-1. 

!
!
!

For Life Groups: 
• Nursery - 10-15 people needed to supervise children of volunteers during VBS training meeting, June 

16, from 6:30-8:30 p.m.


• Greeters - 10-15 people needed to welcome children & families at VBS from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Also, 10-15 
people needed to say goodbye to children and families from 8:00-9:00 p.m.                                            
Choose one or two days (Monday-Friday).


• Clean Up - Assist by cleaning up after VBS on Friday, June 27, from 8:00-10:00 p.m.


!
Small meals will be served beginning at 4:45 p.m. each evening for those who volunteer at VBS.
!
For more information, please contact Kristi St. Amour at 419-306-2623 or kestamour@yahoo.com. 
!
You may also check out the VBS volunteer sign-up board in the lobby on Sunday mornings.
!!

�2

!

!

mailto:kestamour@yahoo.com


Life Group Leader Newsletter May 2014

Multiply

Is there someone in your Life Group who is passionate about Jesus and connecting people to one another? If 
so, that person or couple may be a potential future Life Group leader. Although Gateway is looking for people 
to lead almost any type of Life Group, there are a few in particular that are needed:

1. Person(s) to lead a women’s group (ages 40+).

2. Person(s) to lead a men’s group (various ages).

3. Person(s) to lead a group that will meet in Ottawa, OH.

4. Person(s) to lead a young adult’s group.

5. Person(s) to lead groups that meet mid-week (Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays).
!
New Life Group leaders should be Gateway members and involved in a Life Group for at least a year. After 
that, they just need to fill out an application and meet with the Life Group director to get the process going. If 
you know someone interested in leading a Life Group, contact Mike Barnhart at MBarnhart@gatewayepc.org 
or 419-423-5947.  
!!

Church Teams 
Thank you to those of you who have already signed up your group with 
Church Teams! If you have not done so, please sign up today! Visit 
http://www.gatewayepc.org/#/connect/lg-leader-tools to view 
information regarding setting up Church Teams.
!
Church Teams has several helpful functions, one of which is the ability 
to help you better communicate with your group members. After each 
time your group meets, you will receive an e-mail with a brief meeting 

report to fill out. It shouldn’t take more than a couple quick minutes! You 
have the option to send a copy to your group members. To get the most out of this tool, indicate who 
attended your last meeting and fill in any meeting notes and prayer requests you would like to share with your 
group members. By doing this, you will regularly communicate important meeting notes, prayer requests, and 
your group’s next meeting date to your group members. 
!
Please note that a copy of your report will also go to your coach and the Life Group director. We want to 
encourage and pray for you and your group in any way we can.


!
Stories of Transformation 
God has been faithful to transform many lives through Gateway Church, especially through 
Life Groups. He draws people into relationships with Christ, heals diseases, restores 
marriages, and much more! If you know of someone who has experienced the 
transformational work of Christ, please contact Mike Barnhart 
MBarnhart@gatewayepc.org) or one of the pastors. We want to encourage others in the 
Gateway family by sharing transformational stories. Be sure to ask the individual for his/her 
permission to share first.
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