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The Final Judgment and Eternal Punishment 
Systematic Theology 

March 27, 2014 

Dr. Danny Forshee 

Lesson 19 

See Systematic Theology, p. 1140-1157 and Christian Beliefs, p.129-133. 
 

-‐ We will look today at the subjects of judgment and the eternal destiny of 
the lost, those who do not have a relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is a 
sobering lesson for sure.  If we believe the Bible to be God’s Word with no 
errors then we must accept and believe these hard teachings as well.  
Charles Darwin called the doctrine of hell the damnable doctrine and it 
could not be true for if it were true then many of his family members would 
be in hell therefore it could not be true.  When we remove the biblical 
teaching on a subject then we are free to insert whatever we believe in its 
place.  We see this happening at such a rapid pace in our world.  If we do 
not like something the Bible says say on life or marriage, judgment, hell or 
whatever teaching, then we remove it and replace with something that 
pleases us.  We become our own god and make our own rules and the 
creation tells the Creator what we will or will not do.  This is being played 
out all over the world and will continue until Jesus comes. 

 
I. THE FINAL JUDGMENT 

 
-‐ The Bible teaches that there will indeed be a day of reckoning, a time of 

judgment for both believers and unbelievers.  The results of that judgment 
are solely dependent on how we live this life on earth, whether for self or 
for God, either for the promotion of our kingdom or the kingdom of God. 

-‐ The unbeliever’s Day of Judgment is recorded in Revelation 20:11-15 and 
is referred to as the Great White Throne Judgment.  Judgment for 
believers is called the Bema Seat Judgment found in Romans 14:10, and 
2 Corinthians 5:10 speaks of this judgment.  Also 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 
describes what I believe is this same judgment, one in which only 
Christians will appear.  The Greek word bema means judgment seat. 

-‐ When Paul preached to the Athenians in Acts 17:30-31 he boldly declared 
that all men will be judged and God has guaranteed this judgment by 
raising His Son from the dead.  We will all live again in eternity.  The 
determination of that destiny is made while on earth. 

-‐ We see the subject of judgment clearly taught in the Bible.  God will judge 
for sure; He has surely judged in the past.  In Genesis He judged the 
unbelieving world for their sin and only 8 people lived.  Other examples in 
Genesis are the Tower of Babel and the destruction of Sodom and 
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Gomorrah.  God judges individuals as seen in Romans 1 and nations as 
seen in Isaiah 13-23.  Read 2 Peter 2:9. 

-‐ Another text that speaks specifically of judgment is Matthew 25:31-46, 
known as the sheep and goat judgment.  Dispensationalists believe this 
judgment is separate and will occur when Jesus comes back to earth 
before He sets up His millennial kingdom.  After the Great Tribulation, 
Jesus comes to earth with His saints and He finds two groups of people-- 
those who were believers and their belief in Jesus was manifest in the way 
they treated Israel.  These will enter into the millennial reign of Christ.  
Those who were unbelievers would be the goats and sent to hell. 

-‐ Grudem believes all three of these texts—Matthew 25, 1 Corinthians 3, 
and Revelation 20 are describing one event before the eternal state 
begins.  Others believe these are separate judgments one for believers 
and the other for unbelievers. 

 
II. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FINAL JUDGMENT 

 
-‐ A.  Jesus Christ will be the Judge. 
-‐ The Father gives this right to judge to the Son according to John 5:26-27.  

Read Acts 10:42 and 2 Timothy 4:1. 
-‐ B. Unbelievers will be judged. 
-‐ Every person born who has not known Christ will stand before Him in 

judgment.  Revelation 20:12 all the dead will appear both small and great.  
Romans 2:5-7 Paul speaks of God rendering to each one according to his 
works, and God will judge the wicked in wrath and fury.  There will be 
degrees of punishment as each one is judged by their deeds.  In Luke 
12:47-48 in speaking of judgment Jesus points to a stricter and lesser 
strict judgment.  In Luke 20:47 Jesus says the scribes “will receive the 
greater condemnation.”  For the unbeliever it will be the most horrendous 
day.  There will be no arguing with God because He will bring everything 
even the secret things to light (Ecclesiastes 12:14).  Jesus teaches this in 
Luke 12:2-3 that the very words spoken will be judged. 

-‐ C. Believers will be judged.	  
-‐ This judgment is unlike the judgment of unbelievers for our salvation has 

already been settled.  The lost are judged and cast into hell whereas the 
Christian is judged for rewards or lack of rewards and still allowed into 
heaven not based on what his works were but because of Whom he 
believed in!  We will give an account of our lives to God according to 
Romans 14:10, 12.  We should not fear this judgment, as it deals not with 
our salvation but with our rewards.  In John 5:24, Jesus says, 24 “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who 
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death into life.  

-‐ Grudem, p. 1144, asks will the secret words and deeds of believers and all 
their sins be revealed in judgment?  No.  God has cast our sins into the 
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depths of the sea (Micah 7:19) and He remembers them no more 
(Hebrews 8:12.) 

-‐ What about degrees of reward in heaven?  Grudem says yes.  He appeals 
to 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 and in Luke 19:11-27 (the parable of the pounds 
where some receive greater rewards than others.) Though there will be 
various degrees of rewards everyone in heaven will have complete joy.  
We will live with God forever and our joy will be totally complete. 

-‐ Grudem challenges the believer to understand this teaching of degrees of 
reward for it will make us better servants here on earth.  We will want to 
do more for each other, encourage one another, and thus receive a 
greater reward.  And this doctrine of rewards will help us knowing that our 
labor is not in vain for we labor to please One person and it is not for 
earthly gain or reward but for the worship of Jesus and His blessing. 

-‐ D. Angels will be judged. 
-‐ Some fallen angels are not lose like others but are kept for judgment 

according to 2 Peter 2:4 (see Jude 6).  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:3 that 
we will judge angels.  No sure what this looks like but Grudem says he 
believes this to be good angels. 

-‐ E. Believers will help in judgment. 
-‐ In 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 Paul urges the Corinthians to settle their legal 

disputes because one day they would judge the world and angels.  In 
Matthew 19:28 Jesus tells the twelve disciples that they will sit on thrones 
and judge Israel.   And those seated on thrones n Revelation 20:4 also will 
assist Christ in judgment.   Grudem points to the judgments God has 
allowed on earth like Moses and the elders rendering judgment in cases 
for the people of Israel, David and Solomon, civil authorities as in Romans 
13, and those who govern and judge in the church.  I don’t know how this 
will happen but I know it will for the Bible clearly teaches that we will judge 
the world and even angels. 

-‐ Why will there be a judgment?  God will reveal His holiness and justice on 
one hand and His mercy and compassion on the other.  God will judge 
with no partiality and no one can accuse Him of being unjust or unfair in 
any way (1 Peter 1:17, Romans 2:11). 

 
III. MORAL APPLICATIONS OF JUDGMENT 

 
-‐ A. Final judgment satisfies the need for justice in the world. 
-‐  God is fair and just and He will render judgment against all ungodliness.  

In Colossians 3:25 the wrongdoer is repaid for his wrong and “there is no 
partiality.” 

-‐ B. Final judgment allows us to forgive freely. 
-‐ Revenge is not ours; the Bible is clear that it is God who repays.  Read 

Romans 12:19.  We can turn retribution over to God for all wrongs will be 
paid for either by Christ’s death on the cross for believers or at the 
judgment for unbelievers.  Jesus Himself did not revile in return for being 
reviled according to 1 Peter 2:23 but He “committed Himself to Him who 
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judges righteously.”  When I watched the movie, Son of God, I was deeply 
moved how Jesus laid down His life and suffered horribly and was put to 
shame and humiliated, and He did it all for love.  He willingly laid down His 
life and suffered the shame for my sins.  He thought little or nothing 
(despising) the shame and endured the cross (Hebrews 12:2).  Dr. Tommy 
Lea, my New Testament professor in seminary, wrote about Jesus 
despising the shame: “Jesus recognized the humiliation and ignominy of 
the cross, but these threats were of no consequence to Him as he 
considered the coming glory.”1 

-‐ C. Final judgment provides motivation for righteous living. 
-‐ Remember Grudem believes that all including Christians and non-

Christians will appear before God at the Great White Throne Judgment as 
it is the same as the other references to final judgment.  He believes at 
this point believers will be judged as to what their rewards in heaven will 
be not to determine their salvation.  For unbelievers the prospect of a final 
judgment retrains many from further evil living, but for others they have no 
fear of God, no belief in the afterlife or time of judgment, and they actually 
scoff at the doctrine of the coming of Christ (2 Peter 3:3-4).  Grudem, p. 
1148, writes, “An awareness of final judgment is both a comfort to 
believers and a warning to unbelievers not to continue in their evil ways.” 

-‐ D. Final judgment provides motivation for evangelism. 
-‐ There are many motivations for believers to share with unbelievers—God 

commands us; we love God and we love lost people and do not want them 
to spend eternity separated from God in hell.  Hebrews 9:27 states that 
after men die they will be judged.  If they do not know Christ and have not 
experienced His forgiveness then they have to pay for sins in hell eternally 
separated from God. 

-‐ E. The Doctrine of Hell 
-‐ Jesus clearly believed in hell and taught it as we read in the Gospels.  

One of the clearest teachings is in Luke 16:19-31 in the Parable of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus.  In my sermon on this text my four main points 
are—hell is an actual place; hell is an awful place; it is an always place; 
and it is an avoidable place.  John Meadors asked me to preach on the 
subject of hell a number of years back at FBC Euless.  After he invited me 
to preach he called me and asked me you do believe in hell don’t you!   

-‐ Jesus also taught this doctrine in Matthew 25:41 and Jesus speaks of hell 
as “the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  In Mark 
9:43-44 He mentions twice how hell is unquenchable and in verse 44 as a 
place where “their worm does not die.”  

-‐ John speaks of hell in the Book Revelation.  Those who take the mark of 
the beast in the Great Tribulation will go to hell, a place of torment 
according to Revelation 14:10-11.  We read where the unholy trinity of the 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  Lea,	  T.	  D.	  (1999).	  Vol.	  10:	  Hebrews,	  James.	  Holman	  New	  Testament	  Commentary	  
(219).	  Nashville,	  TN:	  Broadman	  &	  Holman	  Publishers.	  
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antichrist, the false prophet, and the devil himself are cast into the lake of 
fire where “they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”  

-‐ Some evangelical theologians have denied the doctrine of eternal 
punishment of unbelievers.  Those in the Seventh Day Adventist Church 
also deny this teaching and believe rather in what is called annihilationism, 
which is the belief that those who suffer for a while will cease to exist.  
Those who argue for this appeal to the inequity in their minds of eternal 
suffering for sins committed temporarily while on earth.  They will suffer for 
eternity for the sins they committed during their brief time on earth, as 
compared to eternity.  Such an argument shows the lack of understanding 
of the holiness of God and how abhorrent sin is in the eyes of God. 

-‐ The great pastor and theologian Jonathan Edwards certainly believed in 
and preached about the reality of hell.  His sermon is well known, “Sinners 
in the Hands of an Angry God.”  When he preached this sermon in the 
1740s people would grip the pews for fear of sinking into the pit of hell 
below.  He also preached another sermon entitled, ‘The Justice of God in 
the Damnation of Sinners.”  He writes, “The truth of this doctrine may 
appear by the joint consideration of two things, viz. Man's sinfulness, and 
God's sovereignty.”  Edwards also writes in this message, “Though eternal 
damnation be what you cannot bear, and how much soever your heart 
shrinks at the thought of it, yet God's justice may be glorious in it.”  

-‐ Edwards we as a child prodigy who read Latin at age 6, entered Yale 
University at age 12, and in 1720 graduated at age 17 as valedictorian.  
Perry Miller of Harvard said the greatest mind colonial America produced 
was Jonathan Edwards.  It is important to note that when Jesus taught on 
hell in the first century it was not popular; when Paul preached about it in 
Athens in Acts 17:31, or at least the prospect of judgment in 
righteousness, it was most unpopular with some for they ridiculed him in 
particular when he told them about the resurrection of the dead.  And it 
would be repulsive to many for John to teach in Revelation about the 
reality of eternal punishment.  So it must have been offensive to many 
when Edwards preached on such a subject.  And so it is today for our 
present culture cares little to hear of a coming judgment and a place of 
eternal suffering for the wicked.  Man laughs at immorality on every level 
and thinks it most ignorant to still hold to a teaching like hell.  So who will 
preach this unsavory, unpalatable doctrine to sophisticated 21st century 
men and women?  God has not changed.  He is till the same.  Constants 
do not change.  2+2 was 4 thousands of years before and it is so today 
and will be in the future.  The question is not where is the God of Paul, 
John, or Jonathan Edwards?  The more accurate question is where are 
the Pauls, Johns, and Edwards of God? 

-‐ I like the way Grudem, p. 1152-53, closes this section on this difficult 
doctrine—“It is hard—and it should be hard—for us to think of this doctrine 
today. . . .  It should cause us great distress and agony of spirit to think 
about eternal punishment.”  He also writes that we need to “acknowledge 
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that eternal punishment is good and right, because in God there is no 
unrighteousness at all.” 

 
 

The New Heavens and New Earth 
Systematic Theology  

March 27, 2014 

Dr. Danny Forshee 

Lesson 20 
See Systematic Theology, p. 1158-1167 and Christian Beliefs, p. 134-137. 
 

-‐ This is a wonderful lesson on which to conclude our study of systematic 
theology.  What a grand subject is this subject of heaven and eternal life 
with our Lord for all eternity.  The Word of God and the souls of mankind 
will indeed live forever.  Those made righteous by Jesus will abide with 
Him in heaven while those who die in their sins with no forgiveness spend 
eternity in hell separated from God.  Thoughts of the afterlife certainly give 
motivation and stimulation to live for Jesus in this life and share Him with 
others. 

 
I. NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH 

 
-‐ Scripture tells us about our eternal home with God.  Heaven is heavenly 

because God is there.  Eternal life with God is made possible and 
available through Jesus His Son.  Read John 17:3, 1 John 2:25 and 5:20. 

-‐ A. BELIEVERS LIVE WITH GOD FOREVER IN THE NEW HEAVENS 
AND NEW EARTH 

-‐ Presently those who knew the Lord and lived for Him are in heaven with 
God.  But there is coming a day when there will be a new heaven and a 
new earth and that will be our eternal habitat and home.  It is interesting to 
me that this is taught in both Old and New Testaments.  Read Isaiah 
65:17, 2 Peter 3:13, and Revelation 21:1.   

-‐ Currently God dwells in heaven for Isaiah 66:1 says heaven is God’s 
throne.  Grudem, p. 1159, defines heaven this way, “Heaven is the place 
where God most fully makes His presence to bless.” 

-‐ Heaven is not a state of mind but a literal place.  The Bible clearly affirms 
the fact of heaven as a literal place—read John 14:2-3 and Acts 1:9.  
Heaven exists as a literal place in our space/time universe.  Jesus dwells 
there in His resurrected body, the souls of departed saints dwell there as 
well, and it is from there, that place called heaven, that Jesus will leave 
and come to earth both in His rapture and second coming. 

-‐ Most people outside evangelical Christianity deny the existence of heaven 
as it is described in the Bible.  Most do not believe because they dismiss 
the clear teachings of Scripture.  The popular sentiment expressed often 
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in our culture is “you only go around once so live it up.”  That kind of 
thinking dismisses any afterlife whether in heaven or hell.  Reading over a 
comparative chart describing what other religious groups, cults, and world 
religions teach regarding heaven, it is clearly different than what the Bible 
teaches. Evangelical Christianity:  “Believers go to be with Christ and 
await eternal communion with God as resurrected, immortal people in the 
new heavens and new earth.  The lost face eternal separation from God in 
hell.  Matthew 25:46; 1 Corinthians 15:42-57; Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 
20-22.”  Seventh-day Adventist Church:  “All of the dead are in an 
unconscious state, akin to sleep.  The righteous will be raised to eternal 
life, first in heaven, later in the new earth; the wicked will be raised to meet 
Christ in a final battle, judgment, and annihilation.”  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses:  “The dead exist only in God’s memory until he raises 
(recreates) them.  144,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses go to heaven to rule as 
spirits with Christ.  Other worthy Jehovah’s Witnesses live forever in 
paradise on earth.  Hell is the grave, not endless torment.”  Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons):  “Three heavenly 
kingdoms: celestial (with God, for faithful LDS, potential for godhood), 
terrestrial (for righteous non-LDS & others), and telestial (for unrepented 
wicked). Hell (perdition) for Satan and the most culpably evil.”   Islam:  
“Paradise (heaven) for faithful believers & hell (punishment) for 
nonbelievers, unfaithful Muslims and those who commit shirk (apostasy).”  
Hinduism:  “The soul (atman) will be reincarnated or reborn, either as an 
animal or another human, until it achieves moksha.  The world itself will be 
dissolved or destroyed, then reborn (a cyclical view of history).”  
Buddhism:  “Classic Buddhism: Reincarnation understood as passing on 
the flame on one’s aggregates, overcome in Nirvana (in which no illusion 
of self remains). Amida Buddhists hope to be reborn in the “Pure Land,” a 
kind of paradise prior to Nirvana.”  Humanism:  “There is no soul that can 
exist apart from the body, no life after death, no future resurrection, and no 
heaven or hell.”  (“People Group/Interfaith Comparative Belief Chart,” 
published by the North American Mission Board, Alpharetta, GA.)	  

-‐ Grudem believes that the earth will not be totally dissolved but will be one 
day renewed and so will heaven be renewed and this will constitute our 
eternal habitat.  I disagree and interpret Scriptures like 2 Peter 3:10 and 
Revelation 21:1 more literally that the current heavens and earth will be 
dissolved and in their place God will create a new heaven and new earth 
according to its description in Revelation 21-22. 

-‐ In this new heaven and new earth we will have our permanent resurrected 
bodies and we will dwell with God and all the redeemed forever.  These 
bodies will never have disease or grow old.  We will serve God and I am 
not sure what all we will do, but the fact we are with Him makes heaven 
very heavenly.  Like in the current heaven I believe in the new heavens 
and earth we will eat and drink as Revelation 19:9 tells us about the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.  There will be a river of the water of life that 
flows and a tree of life that bears fruit (Revelation 22:1-2).  Grudem, p. 
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1161, writes, “Are symbolic banquets and symbolic wine and symbolic 
rivers and trees somehow superior to real banquets and real wine and real 
rivers and trees in God’s eternal plan?”  The heavenly gates and wall and 
the foundation are to be taken as literal.  I believe the holy city of 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven like a rare jewel, the street of pure 
gold, the kings bringing their glory into the new abode, and the gates are 
all very actual and literal and not a state of mind. (Revelation 21:10-11, 
21-26)  I will be preaching on these texts in our verse-by-verse study of 
Revelation. 

-‐ We will serve God and continue to grow in our knowledge of Him.  I 
disagree with the Mormons on many points of theology and this is one of 
them.  Bill McKeever accurately writes,  

Although it is not found in any of Mormonism's Standard Works, an    
expression that precisely defines the LDS teaching that men can 
become Gods was coined by fifth LDS President Lorenzo Snow. In 
June of 1840, Snow declared, "As man is, God once was; as God 
is, man may become." Besides correctly illustrating the Latter-day 
Saint teaching that God was once a mere mortal man, this couplet 
also declares that man has the potential to become God. According 
to LDS theology, eternal life is synonymous with exaltation and 
godhood. In the words of LDS Apostle Bruce McConkie, "Thus 
those who gain eternal life receive exaltation. . . They are gods." 
(Mormon Doctrine, pg. 237). http://www.mrm.org/lorenzo-snow-
couplet 

-‐ Grudem believes, p. 1162, that in the new heavens and new earth there 
will be time or an “unending succession of moments.” 

-‐ He believes the hymn is mistaken that states, “When the trumpet of the 
Lord shall sound and time shall be no more.”  There will be no more night 
because the glory of God provides the light (Revelation 21:23, 25).  But 
this should not be taken to mean that there would be no sequence of 
events or time, as we know it.  The worship in heaven is seen as a 
sequence of events such as falling down and casting the crowns and the 
kings of the earth bringing their glory, and the tree of life yields it fruit each 
month according to Revelation 22:2. 

-‐ God will still be God and though we will have resurrected bodies and dwell 
with Him in heaven we will not be entirely like Him but we will be like Him 
and see Him as He is according to 1 John 3:2.  God will still exist outside 
time and not be limited by it and He will always be the all-knowing, all-
present, and all-powerful God that He has always been. 

-‐ B. STORING UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN NOT EARTH 
-‐ We will only live here on earth temporarily but we will live with God in 

heaven forever, and this should motivate us to place much more emphasis 
on storing up treasures or rewards in heaven and not so much on earth.  
The Apostle Peter teaches us that in light of the present earth and heaven 
will one day be dissolved, we should live lives of holiness and godliness 
for in the new heavens and new earth righteousness dwells. (See 2 Peter 
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3:11-13.)  Jesus tells us very clearly that we are to lay up for ourselves 
treasures not on earth but in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21.) 

-‐ C CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH 
-‐ Our eternal abode will be a place of beauty, joy, peace, and eternal bliss.  

My sweet mother used to tell me we may not know what all heaven will be 
like but the main thing is God is there and we get to live with Him forever; 
great theology.  Read Revelation 21:3-4.  Notice that Revelation 21:4 says 
there are some things missing in heaven and I am so grateful they will be 
missing!  Things like death, mourning, crying, and pain are not allowed; 
thank You Jesus!  Revelation 21:2 and 11 describe this place as adorned 
like a bride for her husband, a city of such radiance like unto a rare jewel.  
And the size of this beautiful place is immense, and the length, width and 
height are all equal, 1400 miles (Revelation 21:16). 

-‐ Our minds cannot truly understand the pure joy, blessings, bliss, and 
ecstasy of living in God’s presence and seeing Him before us and us 
worshiping Him (Revelation 22:3).  We get a foretaste just a glimpse of 
this on earth as we come together and worship Him, but can you imagine 
what it will be like when we as John says in Revelation 22:4, “They shall 
see His face.” 
 

II. Conclusion 
 

 


