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Frequently Asked Questions about Seed Beads, Beading Threads and Needles 
 
Seed Beads 
 
1. What are seed beads? 
A. Seed beads are tiny pieces of glass cane tubes that have been heated until they are smooth. Available in 
hundreds of colors and many finishes, they are the "paint" of your loom and off-loom beadwork. Seed beads are 
sized by number - the higher the number, the smaller the bead. For example, 15º seed beads are smaller than 8º. 
Most seed beads commonly in use today are manufactured in Japan and the Czech Republic. Japanese seed 
beads are generally more consistent in shape and have larger holes than Czech seed beads, allowing more 
passes of thread. Our Japanese seed beads are manufactured by Toho, Miyuki and Matsuno. 
 
2. What are Delica beads? 
A. Manufactured by Miyuki of Japan, Delica is the brand name for cylindrical glass seed beads that are known for 
their consistency in size and shape and wide color range. FusionBeads.com carries Delica beads in size 15, 11, 
10 and 8. Please see our Delica Size Chart for details on sizing. 
 
3. What do the numerical sizes on seed beads mean? Are they consistent among all seed beads? 
A. The numerical sizes on seed beads are useful for comparing relative seed bead sizes. The larger the bead, the 
smaller the number – for example, 8º seed beads are larger than 15º beads. What makes this tricky is that 
different manufacturers may use different standards for measuring the beads they make. Czech glass seed bead 
sizes were originally termed “aught” (identified by the symbol °). The term "aught" referred to how many beads 
could fit into a standard unit. In recent years, the Japanese have begun producing seed beads with greater 
accuracy, and the “aught” system is no longer applicable. The term aught, however, remains. In general, 11º 
Czech seed beads are slightly smaller than 11º Japanese seed beads. Sizing among Japanese seed beads is 
more consistent than sizing among Czech seed beads, but even among Japanese seed bead manufacturers, 
beads with the same numerical designation may differ slightly in size. If consistency is important to your design, 
you may want to consider using Delica brand seed beads. Delica beads are cylindrical seed beads that are 
beautifully consistent in size and shape.  
 
4. How do hanks of seed beads compare in quantity to your seed beads in tubes? 
A. Seed beads sold in hanks are usually Czech, while seed beads sold in tubes or bags are Japanese. Seed bead 
hanks can vary widely in quantity. In general, an average hank of 11º seed beads contains about 40 grams of 
seed beads. Our Japanese seed beads come in 12- and 13-gram tubes. 
 
5. What are off-loom bead weaving stitches? 
A. Off-loom bead weaving stitches are used to stitch seed beads and other beads together with a needle and 
thread instead of a loom. Some of the most popular off-loom stitches are peyote (also known as gourd) stitch, 
square stitch, brick (also known as Comanche) stitch, right-angle weave, herringbone (also known as Ndebele) 
stitch, and netting. For more information on off-loom bead weaving stitches, please see our great selection of 
books, such as Creative Bead Weaving by Carol Wilcox Wells or Mastering Beadwork: A Comprehensive Guide 
to Off Loom Techniques by Carol Huber Cypher.  
 
6. What is bead weaving on a loom? 
A. Weaving beads on a loom is an easy way to follow a charted pattern and make a strip of beadwork using seed 
beads. Some traditional Native American bead weaving is done on a loom, as well as contemporary bead 
weaving. A helpful book about loom weaving is Beading on a Loom by Don Pierce.  
 
7. What kinds of clasps are appropriate for fastening jewelry made of bead woven seed beads – for 
example, a flat peyote bracelet? 
A. There are several options to choose from when deciding on a clasp. One popular way to fasten a seed 
beadwork bracelet is to use a relatively flat button. Among our favorites are Swarovski crystal buttons. These low-
profile, lightweight buttons add an elegant sparkle to a flat beadwork bracelet without making it overly chunky or 
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heavy.  
Another favorite clasp for seed beadwork is a multi-strand sterling silver or gold-filled Tube bar clasp. Tube bar 
clasps bring together the two ends of your bracelet with a nearly seamless join. Choose a clasp that is about as 
long as your bracelet is wide.  
An ever-popular alternative is to simply use a large bead as a button. Rondelle-shaped beads seem to work best, 
such as the wonderful selection of Czech lampworked rondelle beads we offer. Regardless of the type of clasp, 
button or bead you choose as a bracelet fastener, be sure to sew the piece on securely and reinforce the 
attachment with several passes of thread.  
 
8. Can I use a clasp such as a toggle or lobster claw to fasten bead woven jewelry? 
A. Toggles or lobster claws are excellent clasps for bead woven jewelry. To reduce contact between the metal 
clasp and the thread (and therefore reduce the possibility of abrasion), string about 5 - 7 11° or 15° seed beads 
(or as many as will fit around the loop in the clasp) and form a ring around the clasp loop. Reinforce by passing 
back through the seed beads several times, and secure with knots within the bead weaving. 
 
9. What are beeswax and Thread Heaven thread conditioner? 
A. Both beeswax (natural or synthetic) and Thread Heaven thread conditioner can help protect threads from 
fraying and reduce unwanted knotting. Beeswax, which is stickier than Thread Heaven, is especially effective 
when stitching with a double thread to keep the two thread strands together. 
 
10. What is bead embroidery? 
A. Bead embroidery (also sometimes referred to as bead appliqué) is stitching beads onto fabric. Beads can be 
used to embellish fabric by incorporating them into any traditional or freeform embroidery stitch. For more 
information on bead embroidery, please see Beaded Embellishments: Techniques and Designs for Embroidering 
on Cloth, a book by Amy C. Clark and Robin Atkins.  
 
11. What kinds of seed beads can I use when I use with the Diva Cord Maker or when crocheting or 
knitting with beads? I’m having difficulty finding beads that fit onto yarn. 
A. Larger seed beads such as size 6 and size 6 hex beads may be appropriate for stringing onto yarn or cord as 
long as the fiber is not too bulky. Size 8 beads can be used with sport weight or lighter weight yarns. We 
recommend using a Big Eye needle to string beads onto yarn. Made of two needles soldered together, the eye in 
the Big Eye Needle is in the middle. The large expanding eye allows twine, yarn and other large fibers to pass 
through easily.  
 
If you have difficulty getting the needle and fiber through beads, try making a self-needle with nail polish: first, cut 
the fiber at an angle, creating a narrow tip on the end. Apply several coats of nail polish to the angled tip of yarn, 
allowing each coat to dry thoroughly before applying the next coat. The tip will be stiff enough to thread through 
most bead holes easily. Cut off the polished tip after you have finished stringing the beads and before you begin 
braiding, knitting or crocheting.  
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Round Seed Bead Quantity Chart 
FusionBeads.com sells seed beads in tubes that hold approximately 12-14 grams.  
 
Bead 
Size 

Image Approx. 
No. of 
Beads Per 
10 Gram 
Bag 

Approx. 
Size of 
Bead 

Approx. 
Hole Size 

Approx. No. of 
Strung Beads Per 
Inch 

15°  2715 1mm 0.6mm 25 

11° 
Takumi 
Large 
Hole 
Round 
Seed 
Beads by 
Toho 

1,330 1.3mm 1mm 26 

11°  1,050 1.5mm 0.6mm 19 

8°  347 2.5mm 1mm 13 

6°  150 3mm 1.3mm 9 

3°  70 4mm 2.3mm 6 

2°  38 5mm 2.5mm 5 
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Delica Quantity Chart 
FusionBeads.com sells Delica beads in bags that hold 5 grams.  
 
Bead 
Size 

Image Approx. No. of 
Beads Per 5 
Gram Bag 

Approx. Size of 
Bead 

Approx. No. of 
Strung Beads per 
Inch 

15°  1,900 1mm 22 

11°  1,000 1.3mm 20 

10° Hex  545 1.7mm 15 

10°   1.7mm 15 

8° Hex   2.6mm 9 

8°  160 2.6mm 9 
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Cube Seed Bead Quantity Chart 
 
Bead 
Size 

Image Approx. No. of 
Beads Per 12-13 
Gram Tube 

Approx. Size of 
Bead 

Approx. No. of 
Strung beads per 
Inch 

1.5mm  1,180 1.5mm 14 

3mm  260 3mm 8 

4mm  130 4mm 7 

 
 
Bugle Bead Quantity Chart 
 
Bead 
Size 

Image Approx. No. of 
Beads Per Tube 

Approx. Size of 
Bead 

Approx. No. of 
Strung Beads per 
Inch 

12mm  (8 gram tube) 
115  

12mm 2.5 

6mm  (9 gram tube)  
350 

6mm 4.5 

3mm  (11 gram tube) 
917 

3mm 8 
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Triangle Seed Bead Quantity Chart 
 
Bead 
Size 

Image Approx. No. of 
Beads Per 12-13 
Gram Tube 

Approx. Size of 
Bead 

Approx. No. of 
Strung Beads Per 
Inch 

14°  2,800 1.4mm 18 

11°  925 2mm 12 

10°  840 2.4mm 14 

8°  425 3mm 10 

 
Hex Seed Bead Quantity Chart 
 
Bead 
Size 

Image Approx. No. of 
Beads Per 12-13 
Gram Tube 

Approx. Size of 
Bead 

Approx. No. of 
Strung Beads Per 
Inch 

15°   1mm 20 

11°  1300 2mm 13 

8°  480 2mm 10 

6°  270 3mm 7 
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Drop Seed Bead Quantity Chart 
 
Bead 
Size 

Image Approx. No. of 
Beads Per 12-13 
Gram Tube 

Approx. Size of 
Bead 

Approx. No. of 
Strung Beads Per 
Inch 

2.8mm   467 2.8mm 18  

3.4mm  265 3.4mm 14 

 
 
Peanut, Long Magatama and12° and 15° Cut Seed Bead Quantity Chart 
 
Bead Size  Image Approx. No. of 

Beads Per 12-13 
Gram Tube 

Approx. Size of 
Bead 

Approx. No. of 
Strung Beads Per 
Inch 

2x4mm 
Peanut 

  536  2x4mm  12 

4x7mm 
Long 
Magatama 

  123  4x7mm  10 

12° cut  1,450 1.4mm 17 

15° cut  Per 5 gram bag: 
935 

1.3mm 20 

 
 
Beading Thread 

1. What kind of thread should I use with seed beads? 
A. For loom and off-loom bead weaving and bead embroidery, the most popular thread is Nymo, a nylon 
monofilament thread. Other popular nylon threads for off-loom bead weaving are K.O, Silamide and Superlon. 
FireLine is a braided beading thread made of gel-spun polyethylene, and Power Pro is a braided beading thread. 
If your seed beadwork will include beads with sharp edges that may cut thread, we recommend FireLine. 
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2. How do I choose the appropriate size thread for the seed beads I am using? 
A. A good general rule of thumb is to use the heaviest thread that your bead holes will accommodate, taking into 
account the number of thread passes you will be making through the bead. In general, K.O. thread, size D Nymo, 
size D Superlon and size 6 lb. FireLine can all be used with 15° or larger seed beads, especially with bead 
weaving stitches that involve only two passes of thread. For stitches that involve multiple passes of thread (such 
as right angle weave and spiral rope), you may need to use size B Nymo, size AA Superlon or size 4 lb. FireLine. 
 
3. What type of thread is recommended for bead embroidery? 
A. Nymo, K.O., Superlon and Silamide threads are all appropriate for bead embroidery. Wax or thread conditioner 
may not be necessary when sewing beads to fabric. 
 
4. For what purposes would I use Nymo, Silamide, Superlon, Power Pro or FireLine? 
A. Nymo, Superlon and Silamide threads are all good choices for loom and off-loom bead weaving. These threads 
are also appropriate for multiple strands of small, lightweight beads, such as seed beads. Power Pro can also be 
used for off-loom bead weaving with larger seed beads. FireLine is a strong polyethylene beading thread that is 
also fine enough for most seed beads and all off-loom bead weaving stitches. FireLine is a great choice when you 
are using beads that may have sharp hole edges (such as crystals) in a bead weaving project.  
 
None of these beading threads should be crimped with crimp beads. If you prefer to use crimp beads when 
stringing beads, we recommend Soft Flex or Beadalon flexible beading wires. 

 
5. How are Nymo, K.O., Silamide, Superlon, Power Pro and FireLine different? 
A. Nymo, K.O. and Superlon are nylon monofilament beading threads.  
Silamide is a 2-ply, twisted, waxed nylon thread.  
Power Pro is a strong, flexible braided beading thread.  
FireLine is made of gel-spun polyethylene, a strong fiber.  

 
6. I want to sew crystals onto fabric. What’s the best way to do this? 
A. Because crystals have sharp bead holes that can cut thread, we recommend using a doubled nylon thread 
(such as Nymo D or K.O.). With the thread anchored in the fabric, pass through the bead, then take a small stitch 
in the fabric. Pass the needle through the fabric to the wrong side. Tie a knot against the fabric. Pass back 
through the fabric to the front and pass through the bead again. The combination of multiple threads inside the 
bead and tying a knot after each bead is attached will keep the beads from falling off if a thread is broken. This 
technique works best with smaller (3-5mm) crystal beads. 
 
7. What is the Needle Threader with Cutter and how do I use it? 
A. This handy tool contains a needle threader with attached cutter. The threader is on one end, while the safely 
recessed cutting blade is on the other.  To use the needle threader, pass the wire loop of the threader through the 
needle eye. Pull the thread through the wire loop. Pull the needle off the loop. The thread will pass through the 
needle eye. 
 
8. How do I seal knots in thread? 
A. Try using a small drop of Hypo Cement. This adhesive is perfect for securing knots between beads, gluing 
beads onto wire, silk, or ribbon, and gluing flat back crystals into place. This medium strength, non-brittle glue 
dries clear, does not damage surfaces, has a built in precision applicator tip, and sets in 10-15 minutes. 
 
Needles 
 
1. What kind of needle should I use with seed beads? 
A. The most popular needle for off-loom work is a beading needle, which is longer than a standard sewing needle. 
Shorter needles called sharps can be used when embellishing fabric with beads and when greater leverage is 
desired. Both beading needles and sharps are sized by number - the larger the needle, the smaller the number. 
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Generally, a size 10 needle will go through seed beads as small as 15º. Big Eye and twisted wire needles can be 
used for stringing beads onto thicker cords and fibers. 
 
2. How do needle sizes correspond to seed bead sizes? 
A. As with seed beads, the smaller the needle size, the larger the needle. For example, size 10 needles are larger 
than size 15 needles. When using size 11 seed beads or larger for bead embroidery and most off-loom bead 
weaving stitches, use a size 10 needle. You may also be able to use a size 10 needle with 15° or smaller seed 
beads, especially with embroidery and bead weaving stitches that require only two passes of thread (such as 
peyote, herringbone and brick). If you are incorporating pearls, gemstones or other beads with small holes, or if 
you are using a bead weaving stitch that requires more than two passes of thread (such as square stitch, right 
angle weave and spiral rope), you may need to use a size 12 or smaller needle. 

 
3. What type of needle is recommended for bead embroidery? 
A. Many people prefer to use the shorter sharps length of needle for bead embroidery because its shorter length 
makes it less flexible than beading needles, providing better leverage for piercing fabric. However, other beaders 
prefer to use beading needles, especially if they have grown accustomed to the longer length after using them 
with off-loom bead weaving techniques. Ultimately, personal preference should be your guide. 
 
4. What is a size 10 English beading needle, and what should I use it for? 
A. The size 10 English beading needle is a high-quality, durable needle. These beading needles are longer than 
standard sewing needles, enabling you to string multiple seed beads and other beads. Use size 10 beading 
needles with beading threads size D and smaller, and use with 15° seed beads or larger. This size is 
recommended for most off-loom bead weaving stitches (such as peyote, brick stitch and netting) and loom work. 
Size 10 may be too large if you are using a stitch that requires more than two passes of thread through the same 
bead, such as right angle weave or spiral rope. The size 10 beading needle is approximately 2" long. 

 
5. What is a size 12 English beading needle, and what should I use it for? 
A. The size 12 English beading needle is a high-quality, durable needle. Beading needles are longer than 
standard sewing needles, enabling you to string multiple seed beads and other beads. Use size 12 beading 
needles with beading threads size D and smaller, and use with 15° seed beads or larger. This size is 
recommended for all off-loom bead weaving stitches and loom work. The size 12 beading needle is approximately 
2" long.  

 
6. What is a size 13 English beading needle, and what should I use it for? 
A. Size 13 English beading needles are high-quality, durable needles. Beading needles are longer than standard 
sewing needles, enabling you to string multiple seed beads and other beads. Use size 13 beading needles with 
beading threads size B and smaller, and use with 15° seed beads or larger. This size is recommended for all off-
loom bead weaving stitches and loom work. Size 13 would work well if you are using a stitch that requires more 
than two passes of thread through the same bead, such as right angle weave or spiral rope. Because they are so 
thin, these needles bend easily. These needles are approximately 2" long.  

 
7. What is a size 15 English beading needle, and what should I use it for? 
A. Size 15 English beading needles are high-quality, durable needles. Beading needles are longer than standard 
sewing needles, enabling you to string multiple seed beads and other beads. Use size 15 beading needles with 
beading thread size AA, and with 15° seed beads or small antique seed beads. This size is recommended for all 
off-loom bead weaving stitches and loom work. Size 15 would work well if you are using a stitch that requires 
more than two passes of thread through the same bead, such as right angle weave or spiral rope. Because they 
are so thin, these needles bend easily. These needles are approximately 2" long.  
 
8. What is a Big Eye Needle, and what should I use it for? 
A. Made of 2 needles soldered together, the eye in the Big Eye Needle is in the middle. The large expanding eye 
allows ribbon, twine, yarn, and other large fibers to pass through easily. The Big Eye is ideal for use with the Diva 
Cord Maker and for knitting and crocheting with beads. 


